
 

Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals surprises in the reign of God. In the 
reading from Ezekiel the people claim the ways of the Lord are unfair, while God offers repentance and 
new life. Paul urges us to look to Christ as a model of humility, putting the interests of others above our 
own. Nourished by your Word, we offer our lives for the sake of our needy world. 
 

 

Prelude                         Dearest Jesus, at Your Word               Paul Manz     

   
                                                                                                                     

Welcome 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and 
walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your 
sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
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4842 Nicollet Avenue South 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55419 

www.stjohnsmpls.org 

Fueled by Christ’s redeeming love,  

St. John’s is called into a joyful life of 

welcoming hospitality, grace-filled  

worship, transformational relationships,   

and Gospel-driven service in the world. 
 

St. John’s is an RIC congregation.  

A vibrant community living faith boldly through Welcoming, Worshiping, Healing, and Serving. 

Service of  the Word  



Opening Hymn             Dearest Jesus, at Your Word                  ELW 520 

               vv. 1, 2 & 4 



Kyrie 

Greeting  

   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, the communion of the Holy   
   Spirit be with you all. And also with you.     



Hymn of  Praise 

Prayer of  the Day 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

   God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your  
   grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide  
   us in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
   Amen. 



First Reading                                                      Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
               
 
   

 

The word of the LORD came to me: What do you mean by repeating this proverb  
concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s 
teeth are set on edge”? As I live, says the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be 
used by you in Israel. Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the 
life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die. 
  Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my 
way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? When the righteous turn away from 
their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they 
have committed they shall die. Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness 
they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. Because 
they considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, 
they shall surely live; they shall not die. Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the 
Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are  
unfair? 
  Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways,  
says the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity 
will be your ruin. Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed 
against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house 
of Israel? For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord GOD. Turn, 
then, and live. 
 
 

     Word of God, word of life.  
     Thanks be to God.  

Psalm                    Psalm 25:1-9 
Please join in reading responsively, by verse:  

 

To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 

O my God, in you I trust; 

    do not let me be put to shame; 

    do not let my enemies exult over me. 

Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame; 

    let them be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 

Make me to know your ways, O LORD; 

    teach me your paths. 

Lead me in your truth, and teach me, 

    for you are the God of my salvation; 

    for you I wait all day long. 

Be mindful of your mercy, O LORD, and of your steadfast love, 

    for they have been from of old. 

Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 

    according to your steadfast love remember me, 

    for your goodness’ sake, O LORD! 

Good and upright is the LORD; 

    therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 

He leads the humble in what is right, 

    and teaches the humble his way. 

Ezekiel challenges those 
who think they cannot 
change because of what  
their parents were and did, 
or who think they cannot 
reverse their own previous 
behavior. God insistently 
invites people to turn and 
live. 

Be mindful of your mercy, 

O Lord, and of your 

steadfast love… Ps. 25:6 



Second Reading                                                             Philippians 2:1-13  
           
 

 

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in 
the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, 
having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish 
ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of 
you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be 
in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 who, though he was in the form of God, 
  did not regard equality with God 
  as something to be exploited, 
 but emptied himself, 
  taking the form of a slave, 
  being born in human likeness. 
 And being found in human form, 
  he humbled himself 
  and became obedient to the point of death— 
  even death on a cross. 
 

 Therefore God also highly exalted him 
  and gave him the name 
  that is above every name, 
 so that at the name of Jesus 
  every knee should bend, 
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 and every tongue should confess 
  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
  to the glory of God the Father. 
 

  Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, 
but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and  
trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work  
for his good pleasure. 
 

     Word of God, word of life.  
     Thanks be to God.  

Gospel Acclamation (please stand as able) 

As part of a call for  
harmony rather than self-
seeking, Paul uses a very 
early Christian hymn that 
extols the selflessness of 
Christ in his obedient death 
on the cross. Christ’s self-
less perspective is to be the 
essential perspective we 
share as the foundation for 
Christian accord. 



Sermon                          Pastor Mark  

Readings for this 

week:  
 

Monday 

Psalm 28 
 

Tuesday 

Revelation 12:7-12 
 

Wednesday 

Judges 16:23-31 
 

Thursday 

Psalm 80:7-15 
 

Friday  

Philippians 2:14-18;  
3:1-4a 
 

Saturday 

Jeremiah 6:1-10  
 

Eighteenth Sunday  
after Pentecost  
 

Isaiah 5:1-7 
Psalm 80:7-15 
Philippians 3:4b-14 
Matthew 21:33-46 
  

When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to 
him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and 
who gave you this authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if 
you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did 
the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued 
with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not 
believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard 
John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, 
“Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
 

  “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go 
and work in the vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his 
mind and went. The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered,  
‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, 
“The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes 
are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you in the way of 
righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes 
believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe 
him.” 

Gospel Reading           Matthew 21:23-32   

   P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 
   C: Glory to you, O Lord.   

P: The gospel of the Lord.  

C: Praise to you, O Christ.  

After driving the money-
changers out of the temple 
(21:12), Jesus begins 
teaching there. His  
authority is questioned by 
the religious leaders, who 
are supposed to be in 
charge of the temple. 



Hymn of  the Day      Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service        ELW 712         

Apostles’ Creed    
 

   P: In Christ, you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. 
   C:We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit. 
   P: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith:  
 
 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by  
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day  
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 



 Prayers of  the Church  
 

Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and  
all those in need, responding to each petition with the words “Hear our laments, and 
receive our prayers.” 
A brief silence. 
Throughout the globe is the church: many assemblies are postponed by the virus, our 
songs quieted, our leaders searching for new ways forward. A brief silence. That you will 
continue to inspire all the baptized with the mind of Christ, we pray to you, faithful 
God. 
Hear our laments, and receive our prayers. 
 

Around us nature is strained: polar ice is melting, excessive rains ravage the land,  
fires consume forests, fields, and homes, and animals are deprived of habitat. A brief 
silence. That you will preserve and protect the earth, we pray to you, mighty God: 
Hear our laments, and receive our prayers. 
 

Around us is a needy world: governments allow injustice, violence threatens stability, 
people experience prejudice, reforms are thwarted, workers are unemployed, medical 
facilities are strained, children are abused. A brief silence. That you will save the people in 
all the nations of the world, we pray to you, compassionate God: 
Hear our laments, and receive our prayers. 
 

In our nation’s courts, we see justice delayed and justice denied. Yet we thank you for 
the life of Ruth Bader Ginsburg and for her passion for equality under the law. A brief 
silence. That you will uphold honest judges and insightful juries throughout our criminal 
justice system, and that you will assist our nation in its task of filling the Supreme 
Court, we pray to you, righteous God: 
Hear our laments, and receive our prayers. 
 
 

Around us are the sick: there is starvation, the virus continues, many persons receive 
no medical attention, our neighbors and dear ones are ill. We pray today for Bob Slifer, 
Norleen Schmidt, Bruce Walker, Margery Arens, Amy Arens, Susan Stagg, Rhonda 
Stanley, Anna Koosman, Jane McNaughton, Gloria Swanson, Mike Schlagel, Debra 
Jacobs, Sandy Bell, David Schmidt, Tom Shear, Wayne Olson, Irma Truenow, Susan 
Tasa, Justin Bullis, Per Gunnerud, Stephanie Eid, Aimee Darling, Hans Wiersma, John 
Paulson, and others we name in our hearts…. a time of silence ……. That you will bless 
all ministries of care and will relieve the suffering of those who are ill in body, mind,  
or spirit, we pray to you, merciful God. 
Hear our laments, and receive our prayers. 
 

Nearby are needs of which we are unaware. A brief silence. That you will send your holy 
angels to uphold all who face personal troubles, we pray to you, benevolent God: 
Hear our laments, and receive our prayers. 
 

Inside many hearts there is both joy and sorrow. We pray now for ourselves: A longer 
period of silence. That you will give us new hearts, a new spirit, and hope, we pray to you, 
loving God. 
Hear our laments, and receive our prayers. 
 

Before us lived countless of the faithful — the famous and the forgotten, our relatives 
and strangers. We lament their deaths, and we praise their witness.  A brief silence.  That 
we may confess Jesus Christ as Lord through our life and at our death, we pray to you, 
eternal God. 
Hear our laments, and receive our prayers. 
 

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; 
through Christ our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 



The Offering is an 

important part of  

Christian worship; a 

moment when we share 

God’s abundance by 

giving back to God 

what God has first  

given to us: our selves, 

time, talents, and  

finances.  
 

You may send offerings 

by texting ‘Give’ to  

612-800-0444, by  

mailing a check to St. 

John’s church office, 

or by setting up an 

ACH automatic funds 

transfer with the office.  
 

You may also now  

submit offerings 

through St. John’s  

website. Choose ‘Give’ 

in the menu at the top 

right of the home page 

to reach the Giving 

page, then follow the 

prompts to contribute 

this way.  
 

Thank you for all the 
ways you live by God’s 
grace; sharing from 
what you have to  
empower the mission 
and ministry to which 
God has called St. 
John’s Lutheran 
Church. 

 

 The Lord’s Prayer 

   Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your  
   will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. Forgive  
   us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of  
   trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are  
   yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 

Sharing of  the Peace 
   The peace of Christ be with you always.  
    And also with you.  
 

Offering                                         
 
 

 

 

Offering Song           Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful              ELW 184 

 
 

Offering Prayer  
 

   Let us pray. 
   Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you  
   have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions.  
   Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love,  
   through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
   Amen. 
 

Announcements 



Sending Hymn                     Voices Raised to You                      ELW 845 

                                             vv. 1. 3 & 5
                                                                                                                           

 

Dismissal 
    Go in peace. Serve the Lord.   
    Thanks be to God.     
    

Postlude         Interlude on ’Beach Spring’                     Mark Sedio     
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Blessing 
 

The God of compassion, hope and joy,  
Bless your feet to carry you into places of need.  
Bless your lips to proclaim love and mercy.  
Bless your heart to love and listen to those you encounter.  
Bless your hands to care for the needs of your neighbors.  
Bless you to be a blessing to others.  
Now and always.   
Amen.   



 

 

THIS WEEK  (Events via Zoom unless otherwise noted)  
 

Today:  Cyber Coffee Hour Fellowship at 11 a.m., following worship. Please join in! 
   The Zoom link to join each Sunday is posted in the comments during worship  
   and on St. John’s Facebook Group page.  
Monday, Sept. 28 - Deadline for articles/info for October Messenger 
Tuesday, Sept. 29  - Worship Committee, 7 p.m.  
Thursday, Oct. 1  - Chi Rho Committee, 6:30 p.m. 
Sunday, Oct. 4 - Worship with Holy Communion, 10 a.m. online;   
        Cyber Coffee Hour following.  
 

 

Page Backpack Program—Thank you for supporting this program throughout the 
summer with gift cards for families with food insecurity. Community & Neighborhood  
continues to connect with the school social workers to determine how to best to meet 
student needs in the 2020-21 school year. St. John’s Lutheran Church will continue to 
focus designated gifts and offerings on the needs of our Missional Partner at Justice  
Alan Page Middle School.   
 

“Christ in Our Home” and “The Word in Season quarterly devotionals for Oct.—
Dec. are available at St. John’s. Please let us know if you’d like to receive a copy (regular 
or large print) or would be interested in an online version.  
 

We continue to discern ways to carry out God’s call to be a people of welcoming, 
worship, healing and serving in this extraordinary time. Members and staff have been 
working together to discern and provide ways of connecting spiritually, emotionally, and 
socially while maintaining physical distance.  
 

 Look for a ‘Ministry Minute’ in your email from St. John’s near the end of each 
week. In it we have begun offering a brief look at our calendar for the week ahead as 
well as a few notes in terms of events and ministries.   

 

 Thank you very much to all who have responded to the ‘Survey of Access to 
Church Worship and Events During COVID Times.’ Results will be used to help 
your church staff and committees in strengthening or adapting the ministry or 
programs of St. John’s in this ’meantime.’ If you indicated willingness to assist in 
worship and didn’t give your name, please let us know who you are!  Also, additional 
submissions are still welcome.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

   Holy Conversations is on break for a few weeks, likely to resume sometime in 
October.   

  

 Sunday worship will continues virtually at 10 a.m. on Facebook, which can also be 
viewed through St. John’s website. Holy Communion will be celebrated the first 
Sunday of each month during virtual worship. A link to each worship bulletin will be 
posted on St. John’s website and Facebook page. If you have trouble accessing the  
worship video or bulletin, please do contact the office.   

 

      A Task Force formed on recommendation of St. John’s Administration committee 
has been charged with the task of defining the metrics we’ll use in planning for re-
opening, while continuing to focus on the question of “How do we foster a sense of 
community and ‘be church’ while not able to be together?” Members serving on this 
Task Force are Sarah Tellijohn, Dr. Jim Gambucci, Peder Flaten, Deborah Dunham, 
Ann Paulson, Dan Cherryhomes, and Pastor Mark.   

 

 St. John’s Facebook Group and St. John’s Calling Tree continue to be avenues 
for sharing an urgent need, prayer concern or information with the members. Please 
contact Pastor Mark or Ann Paulson to initiate a call through St. John’s Calling Tree.  
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Our Welcoming Life Together—While We Are Apart 



 St. John’s Lutheran Church  

A Reconciling in Christ (RIC) congregation of the  

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).  

  

 Our Mission:  

  

Fueled by Christ’s redeeming love, St. John’s is called into a joyful  

life of welcoming hospitality, grace-filled worship, transformational relationships, and 

Gospel-driven service in the world. 

  

     Our Core Values:   

  

 Welcoming 

Celebrating and caring for all people. Our doors are open.  

You belong. Come as you are. 

  

                              Worshiping 

Gathering together to joyfully thank God in prayer and      

praise for Jesus, who calls us, centers us, and sends us  

                           into the world. 

 

                                                             Healing 

Reflecting God’s unconditional grace and love by walking 

together through the joys and pains of life. 

  

                               Serving 

Gratefully responding to the needs of the world with the  

abilities God has gifted us. 

  

                             Our Vision for the Future: 

                              A vibrant community living faith boldly 
  

  
   

     Sunday Morning Worship Online 

10:00 a.m.  

Traditional worship that is joyful and welcoming to all.  


