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   Nomination and Election  
             of New Council Members 
 

   Four 3-year terms to be filled         

 

 

 
 

            

                         Virtual Annual Meeting of  

    St. John’s Lutheran Congregation, Washburn Park 
 

Sunday, June 14, 2020    Zoom   11:15 a.m. 

    Behold, I AM doing a New Thing 

 

Celebration of Ministries— 
   Video Presentation of Reports  
       of Committees, Officers,  
           and Organizations 

An invitation link to this 
Zoom meeting will be 
posted on St. John’s 
Facebook Group page 
and will also be sent by 
email to members prior 
to the event. This link 
will be accessible on 
computer and by phone, 
either mobile or land 
line.  

St. John’s Council has agreed that for the foreseeable future the church 
will remain closed due to the fact that the infection rates are still rising in 
Minnesota. When we can see the rates decline and NOT put people in  
undue risk of infection then the Council will revisit the possibility of  
reopening.  In the meantime:  
 Sunday worship will continue virtually at 10 a.m. on Facebook, which 

can also be viewed through St. John’s website. Worship bulletins for 
each service are posted on the website and Facebook in printable for-
mat, or to open in a separate window and follow during the service.   

 

 Pastor Mark continues to post live video blogs/events on Facebook. 
 The St. John’s Calling Tree is an avenue for members to share an urgent 

need, prayer concern or information with the congregation; you may 
contact Pastor Mark or Ann Paulson to initiate a call the Calling Tree.  
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These past 12 months brought a ton of change. On the one hand, I am filled with gratitude! 
On the other, it has been a LONG time since I was this stressed out.  
 

The one hand first. I find my heart filled with gratitude for all the people of St. John’s I am 
called to serve. I have been truly in awe of your generosity of time and financial support 

which has allowed St. John’s Lutheran Church to keep the ministry happening despite being required to be 
physically distant. You have tuned in to the worship service via Facebook or our website, and you have done 
a remarkable job of utilizing the new Church Directory (many of you have already uploaded your own pho-
tos and updated your information). And you have come up with creative and innovative ways of staying in 
touch with each other during a time that it has been very difficult to do so. Here I specifically am thinking of 
the Calling Tree which serves the purpose of passing along timely and sometimes critical messages, but also 
so that everyone is contacted – a kind of wellness check. And for Vicky Ercolani who has vigilantly tended 
our website, linking our Facebook page to the website which makes our worship services so much easier to 
find, and adding a giving button to the website which has allowed our congregation to receive contributions 
from anyone anywhere! Thank you, Vicky. And for all of you for keeping your faith visible and at the fore of 
your minds in a time when being active in our faith could be challenging! Thank you very much!  
 

Now when I call to mind what effect the past 12 months have had on the dedicated staff with whom I am 
blessed to work every day – I am simply grateful!  
 Dave Helm continues to get blood out of the proverbial turnip out at the Chi Rho center.  And when 

Wayzata Community Church suddenly was forced to change their plans and unable to come due to the 
pandemic, Dave rallied the troops anyway and got his summer staff working on facility repairs and  

       upgrades that had been deferred for years.   
 Dan Cherryhomes and Ann Paulson are remarkably reliable and dedicated to their work. They have 

accomplished literally everything asked of them: from producing wonderful communications,  
       recording the ELCA Parochial Reports for the second year in a row, to figuring out the logistics in credit/

debit card contributions (with a huge shout-out also to Susan Zabel and Sean Stagg for that), to super-
vising our new custodial cleaning company and their new cleanings necessary due to the pandemic, to 
figuring out a new cash management system, to being sure the bills were paid, and landing the Payroll 
Protection Plan loan (an absolute God-send) which we fully expect to turn into a grant by mid-June.  

 Tina and Venita and the Child Care teachers have never wavered in their remarkable work - including 
figuring out how to remain open even through the pandemic and stay-at-home orders. I’m sure it’s  

       already in the Child Care Report, but I still feel it needs to be mentioned that a handful of Child Care  
       Center families continued their tuition even though their children stayed home. They just routed the   
       checks to the church as charitable donations!  
 Joseph Sahai was so diligent keeping the building and grounds in shape, but went over the top while  

daily sanitizing every door handle, push-plate, and light switch until he himself contracted the virus in 
late May and was forced into quarantine (his return is still unknown but his health is improving).   

 Kira and Peder have been a joy to work with in the production of our online worship services every 
week. Even though the building was empty they still produced beautiful and passionate music for our 
worship services. 

 And the amazingly efficient Lisa Plowman has returned to the Bookkeeper post and brought excellence 
and a welcome steadiness to what has proven to be an otherwise TUMULTUOUS staff position!!!   

 

Pastor Mark’s Report …..  
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I cannot be more grateful for these remarkable and talented coworkers. But in addition to these day-to-day 
‘soldiers’ who were able to trudge on despite VERY difficult circumstances, I would be remiss if I did not also 
mention the tireless work of our congregational officers President Lori Johnson, VP Jennifer Burdick,  
Secretary Patrick Coveney, and Treasurer Susan Zabel who always had my back when I felt lost or a word of 
encouragement when I was losing my mind. One more thank you goes to Susan Zabel who THANKFULLY was  
in the office nearly every day from May through March when our bookkeepers quit, resigned, were asked to 
quit, vanished, or failed their background check. Susan… wow! Above and beyond! Thank you. These  
congregational leaders were remarkable in their generosity of time and passion. To all of you I say a 
heartfelt Thank You! 
 

Playfully riffing on the year 2020 and having clear 20/20 vision, we had intended that 2019 and 2020 
‘program year’ would have been a Year of Vision—a year to bring everything into focus. I don’t know if 
things panned out exactly how we had imagined it, but I do think that the pandemic has caused many within 
our church family to rethink what is truly important to them and their family calendars. So, in that sense, 
perhaps things did become more 20/20 clear for each of us. And with all the changes that have come to 
each of you through this liminal season of the pandemic, I am excited to participate in conversations with 
you about our future together. No doubt we have been derailed from where we thought we were headed, 
but perhaps we are NOW on a different/altogether new road that might be better for us and our whole 
community. We’ll see! 
 

Yep! Much has changed since June of 2019: Just think, one year ago at this time we were starting to say our 
goodbyes to Director of Worship and Music Sam and Megan Grace to pursue a doctorate in conducting, and 
now we prepare to say farewells to Director of Worship and Music Kira Winter and her son Nash! While say-
ing those goodbyes and hellos to our Directors of Worship and Music, we also said farewell to Amy  
Mihelich, our Director of Children and Family Ministries. In the early months of 2020, we welcomed Dan 
Cherryhomes onto the staff as our Business Administrator—a HUGE lift in the administrative oversight for 
me, but also a huge gift to our treasurers, bookkeepers, Dave Helm and Tina Shear!  And the hellos and 
goodbyes became nearly chaotic for the bookkeeper position from June through February as we had Stacy, 
Angela, Jessica, Justin (for a 2 day interim support), Patty, Joe, Angela again, and finally Lisa all serve as 
Bookkeeper – yes all in the past 12 months. Add to that near chaos we then entered the COVID-19  
pandemic and statewide executive order to Stay-At-Home. Yes, the past year has weighed heavily on all of 
us, and we’re not done yet. I personally am hopeful for new systems of justice, I will eventually be excited  
to say hello to a new staff person to fill Kira’s talented shoes, but I cannot WAIT to push COVID-19 out the 
door!!!  
 

I am hopeful for the year to come. Our world has changed because of the pandemic, social distancing, and 
social injustice. God will not allow us to sit back and wait for people and opportunity to come to us; we will 
need to be in public and known as people who work to make the world a more trustworthy place. To that 
end, my goals for the coming year are,  that we: 

 Intentionally build relationships with minority groups and people.  
   We already have a relationship with a Hispanic Congregation named The Honey Word Church   
     which (pre-COVID) had been using our church building for worship. We’ll seek out ways to  
     deepen that relationship.         
   I have also begun conversations with Pastor Glarushia Davis of Grace Temple Fellowship to  
     explore ways for our two congregations to open conversation and serve the Lord together, 
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 Invite by extending our welcome/hospitality beyond our church’s walls to the people of our immediate 
neighborhood, 

 Incarnate the Risen Jesus Christ by being the body of Christ and Christ’s love in human form in  
      Tangletown,  
 Inspirational in our ministry; not in the sense of getting people excited, but rather in the sense of being 

in-spirited and life-giving from the workings of the Holy Spirit flowing through us - so that the work/
ministry and personality of our congregation is inspirational/Life-giving to and for our neighbors.   

 
 

In this era there is not a new normal. There is only new. This can cause some fear and anxiety, but knowing 
that God is before us and beckoning us into this new season can also be exhilarating and filled with hope.   
God is not done with us yet. Something new is already here and also not yet. But regardless, with God in 
front of us, each other alongside, and new relationships emerging, we will together walk this new way in 
Christ’s name.  
 

Still your servant in Christ, 
Pastor Mark  

 
 

        

june 
Lectionary 

 June 7 
Holy Trinity  

   

Genesis 1:1—2:4a  
2 Corinthians 13:11-13 

Matthew 28:16-20 

June 14  
Pentecost 2 

 

Exodus 19:2-8a 
Romans 5:1-8  

 Matthew 9:35—10:8  
[9-23]  

June 21 
Pentecost 3  

 

Jeremiah 20:7-13  
Romans 6:1b-11  

Matthew 10:24-39 

June 28 
Pentecost 4  

 

Jeremiah 28:5-9   
Romans 6:12-23  
Matthew 10:40-42 

In the congregation this past year:  

 Memphis Yard, Makena Gerken, Rita Amos, and Blake Coveney were baptized, 

 Jaeden Micco was confirmed, 

 Bonnie Zwissler married Blake Anderson, and Lia Gambucci married Adam Hardtke, 

 Members Betty Johnson, Margaret Thompson, Ken Marsh, and Sarah Reineke died, 

 New members John McWatters, Dustin Olson, and Anneliese (Annie) Paulson were received, and 

 Brian & Carleen Lensch transferred from St. John’s.  

 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2019-6-16/0
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In the middle of the collective response to a major pandemic, church staff members 

have continued to look for ways to increase the safety of our childcare participants, 
church members, and church staff with whom we need to interact.  In this pursuit, we 
are evolving in our understanding of how to maintain a “safe space” for those we serve. 
  

Unlike stores, restaurants, gas stations, and other services that cater to a broader  

demographic, the church has a greater challenge – to do our best to serve vulnerable 
young children and their families safely, and to also maintain safe connection and service to families 
that include seniors and people in poor health.  
  

During the early days of response Child Care reduced in size the number of children coming to our 
doors.  The number has grown again and along with this growth, there is greater vigilance and monitor-
ing to make sure we do not add to the ongoing risk for families through our actions or inactions. Parent 
drop off has been moved to the outer doors, children’s temperatures are being monitored, staff mem-
bers do not work sick, and the cleaning regimen, which was already at a high level has been enhanced.   
  

While there is debate and controversy about continued social distancing controls elsewhere, the church 
staff outside of Child Care have also upped their ongoing response. We have moved to use of Zoom for 
our meetings, and have otherwise observed social distancing, wearing of masks, and frequent hand- 
washing while in the church building. We have recently put up signs at the door requiring people enter-
ing the building to wear masks and observe necessary steps to maintain a safe environment. 
  

Church meetings and religious services have become online events – still connecting and providing 
community, but keeping members safe from exposure to physical sickness by use of an internet  
connection. All of this focus on defense against infection can be frustrating and anxiety-provoking for 
any of us. But, we see it as our duty to do the best we can in this time to maintain a safe space. 
 

-Dan  

from St. John’s Business Administrator... 

      Dan Cherryhomes 

 

 Stewardship—Moments of Generosity 
 

We express a heartfelt thank you to Andrew Berg  
for volunteering countless hours partnering with our 
worship team to bring worship to us via ZOOM videos.   
He is working hard now to create the 2020 St. John's  
Congregation Annual Meeting video to be shared via 
ZOOM on Sunday, June 14.  We are fiercely grateful to 
you, Andrew, for sharing your time, talents and humor. 
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South Minneapolis Day Camp is going virtual. 
But we will still be here! 

June 15-19, 2020 
Please register here: https://sites.google.com/view/southminneapolisdaycamp2020/home  

 
 

 

Virtual  

Camp 

 

June 15-
19, 2020 

https://sites.google.com/view/southminneapolisdaycamp2020/home?fbclid=IwAR3yG-2raxjIk1C3BhVQV95CuJI9iQrp14jFDYTJKJ04xjzJhPu1gHn3xjA
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 ADMINISTRATION 

Program Report of 2019-2020  

Admin Committee Members:   
Lori Johnson – Council President 
Jennifer Burdick – Council VP 
Patrick Coveney – Council Secretary 
Susan Zabel – Council Treasurer 
Pastor Mark Tiede 
 
Note:  Others have joined various Admin Committee meetings including Tina Shear, Sean Stagg, Paul Steen 
and Dan Cherryhomes 
 
Summary 
The main topics of discussion by the Admin Committee this year fall into several main groups – Financial, 
Operational and Pandemic.  Pastor Mark has also shared information in his reports to the Admin Committee 
about the people, staff and programs of St John’s.   
 
Financial 
The last half of 2019 was marked by a challenging financial picture, for a variety of reasons.  We had  
multiple turnovers of Bookkeepers, causing inconsistent accounting practices and inaccurate reporting.  
During late summer and fall, which are the worst cash flow months, there were several times when we  
were concerned about making payroll.   
 
The budget that was presented at the January Council meeting reflected the financial picture including a 
$90,000 operating deficit.  The Admin Committee poured over every line in the budget and cut any fat,  
but the reality is that our church income is primarily from pledged contributions and that number has  
decreased.  We acknowledge that we need to find additional sources of for the long-term success of St. 
John’s as simply reducing costs will not get us there.   
 
The Council requested a one-time transfer from the St. John’s Foundation of $150,000 to stabilize the  
budget and replenish key funds.  That transfer was made this spring.   
 
St John’s requested a forgivable loan from the SBA Payroll Protect Program and received $257,500 in April 
2020, which will be used over an 8-week period ending in June 2020 for expenses relating to payroll and 
utilities for the church, Childcare and Chi Rho.  The Childcare was also the recipient of several smaller 
grants. 
 
During the pandemic, St. John’s members and Childcare parents have been incredibly generous with offer-
ings and tuition payments.  We are currently in a solid financial position. 
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Operational 
We hired Paul Steen to provide consulting services to look at how to streamline operations and make  
recommendations on best practices. Paul met with Church, Childcare and Chi Rho staff, heard their  
concerns and challenges, and made recommendations applicable to all 3 parts of St John’s. Getting  
consistent practices aligned across the organization was a very effective result of Paul’s efforts. 
 
We also decided to hire a Business Administrator, who would have a primary focus on the operational  
side of the church so that Pastor Mark could focus on the congregation. The Church Council approved this 
position and Dan Cherryhomes was hired in February. Dan has been a very effective, calming presence in 
the office and has proven to be a great asset during his time with us.   
 
Pandemic 
St John’s Council voted to close the church in March due to the infection risk of Covid. The transition to  
virtual services has gone very well, although the in-person connection is missed by many. Pastor Mark  
and the staff have been creative about ways to conduct worship virtually. The efforts of Peder Flaten,  
Kira Winter, Ann Paulson, Andrew Berg, Pastor Mark and others have kept worship going in a new format. 
 
The building office was initially open with a core staff in the office, taking precautions to reduce transmis-
sion risk. It is now closed with very limited activity in the office to process mail, checks, etc. 
 
The Childcare has remained open and is serving a smaller group of children, including families of healthcare 
workers.  
 
The Admin Committee has met and has been in contact more frequently during the pandemic to respond 
quickly to the changing situation and to be a sounding board for Pastor Mark. 
 
Thanks for the opportunity to serve St. John’s this year. 
 
Report submitted by Lori Johnson, Council President 

Administration, cont.  
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Chi Rho Center has been buzzing with workers all over the grounds preparing for what may come this  
Summer 2020. 
 

Painting, deep cleaning, repairs on buildings, grounds work and any upgrades to the camp that we can do 
with little resources and great worker power. 

The calendar is light as was expected. May ended with Maple Lake Recovery Boys week and June kicks off 
with Prairie House girls week June 1st to the 5th. Tentatively we have 2 families that are trying their best to 
organize the weekend of June 19th to the 21st.  

A quiet month but great repair to the camp has taken place and will continue at a steady rate! 

We have not met as a committee in months due to Covid-19. This report is just hands on from Chi Rho! 

Thanks     

David Helm, Chi Rho Center Director 

The Committee:  Brad Nelson (chair), Marlene and Bob Holden, Scott Belz, Oly Stromberg, Grant Johnson,  
                               Jim & Dona Collins, Sara Marsh, Dave Helm, Loren Teig 
Vision Task Force: Bob Holden, Jennifer Belz, Lori Johnson, Loren Teig, Brad Nelson, Dave Helm, Pastor   
                                 Mark Tiede  

 

CHI RHO CENTER  

June 2020 update 

CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND FAMILY 

Program Report of 2019-2020 
 

Another school year has wrapped up, and what a strange school year it has been!  
 

The ministry of Children, Youth and Family started out normally, with a Sunday School kick-off in  
September. Dustin Olson offered a multi-age class at 9:15 every Sunday morning, which saw an average 
attendance of five children. In December, 12 children participated in the annual Christmas pageant. 
Dustin and Jackie Catullo worked hard to put together a video that blended both modern and  
traditional ways to reflect on the story of Christ’s birth. The pageant also provided an opportunity for 
the St John’s Youth Band to make their debut. We hope to hear them play together again soon!  
 

TRUST Youth also provided several opportunities for our youth to gather together with other middle 
and high schoolers in our community. Activities involved a pizza/game afternoon, shopping for Christ-
mas presents for children in need, and a rock-climbing event at Vertical Endeavors.  
 

Our in-person ministry ground to a halt in March, but St. John’s families have continued to connect 
through Facebook and Zoom meets with Pastor Mark. The Sunday School curriculum that we use has 
also offered virtual lessons and some families have enjoyed this from home. We hope we can all come 
together again in person soon! 
 

CYF Committee Members:  Anne Nervig, Elizabeth Roe, Beth McAllister, and Dustin Olson  
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Even during these challenging times, St. John’s Child Care Center continues to do amazing work educating 
and caring for children in our community. So many good things happen here every day! We now know 
more than ever, that children are such a gift. We have our struggles and challenges along the way, but we 
do make a difference here at St. John’s Child Care Center by providing a very purposeful service to families 
in this congregation and neighborhood.  
 

We continue to employ talented and hardworking teachers that provide excellent experiences for children 
and families. These past few months we have all needed to get very creative in ways to communicate with 
children off site, as well as caring for those onsite. Zoom class group times, YouTube stories, art and music, 
take home activity packets were all things we have provided to keep our little ones connected at home. 
Many events and activities were cut short this year but we are still moving forward providing excellent  
experiences and opportunities for children to grow and learn whether they are in the building or at home. 
  

For most of the year, we were able to continue our 18 -year partnership with ECFE (Early Childhood and 
Family Education) in providing free monthly parent education classes. These classes are excellent network-
ing and learning opportunities for parents that help support them in the process of raising children. Not 
only do families enrolled in our program participate, but it is open to the community. Going forward these 
opportunities for parents might be more important than ever in the next few years ahead.  
 

I look forward to all the wonderful days ahead in our meaningful work with children!  
 

Stay safe and BE WELL!!  
 

Tina Shear - Director  

 

The Committee: Bonnie Conrad, Sean Stagg, Jennifer Gerken, Tina Shear, Venita Ditlevson 

CHILD CARE CENTER 

Program Report 2019-20  
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COMMUNITY AND NEIGHBORHOOD 

Program Report 2019-2020  
 

The Community and Neighborhood (CAN) Committee continues to focus on serving the hungry, 

primarily youth at Justice Page Middle School. During the past year we also continued to participate 

in the following activities: food shelf collections, tied-off fleece blankets for Camp Noah children 

who experienced trauma, Wreath of Love gifts for Redeemer residents through TRUST, and contri-

butions to TRUST in the form of office rental space.  

Highlights of the Justice Page Middle School program across the street from church: 

-  Provided food products in backpacks for 15 families each month 

-  Provided pantry food for the Page School food shelf 

-  Partnered with St. John’s Child Care families to give additional bags of food and gift cards 

   and emergency clothing for families during the winter break holiday season 

-  Continually reviewed the program with the Justice Page Social Workers and received very  

   positive feedback  

-  As schools began to close due to COVID, the backpack portion of the program was suspended 

   and a request for gift cards was received from social workers.  The remaining food that was  

   previously collected for backpacks was picked up by TangleTown Neighborhood Association  

   volunteers and provided to Joyce Foodshelf at 3041 Fremont Avenue.   

-  The backpack food program will continue in the fall of 2020, assuming kids will be back in  

    school. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF THESE PROGRAMS. 

 

Current CAN committee members: Steve Dosdall, Mark and Tamara Gebhardt, Amanda Stagg,  

Marlene Holden, Andy Tellijohn, Bea Hasselman, Pastor Tiede, Elizabeth Roe 
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Missionary Circle 

Program Report 2019-2020 
 

The Missionary Circle has always strived to give support where needed. This year we have had 
two major projects and continued with ones that we have supported in the past. 

After the graduation of the two girls we have supported with Operation Bootstrap Africa in Tan-
zania, Pastor Mark introduced us to a new organization in India. There we were able to support two girls 
and one boy for the school year with food, shelter, clothing, and school supplies for the same expense 
as Operation Bootstrap. We have written them, sent pictures of our Circle, and sent birthday cards. They 
have written to us over the year.  Attached are some of the letters we have received. 

We also decided to help Harbor Lights Shelter for Men with their great need and set up a pro-
gram to collect needed items with the help of the congregation per the attached schedule: 

September, 2019 – new or clean used towels 

October, 2019 – tooth paste, tooth brushes and toiletries 

November, 2019 – socks 

December, 2019 – new or used blankets and sleeping bags 

January, 2020 - new or clean used towels 

February, 2020 - tooth paste, tooth brushes and toiletries 

March, 2020 – socks 

April, 2020 - new or used blankets and sleeping bags 

May, 2020 - new or clean used towels 

June, 2020 - tooth paste, tooth brushes and toiletries 
 

The congregation more then stepped up to help, even when the church had to be closed.  Harbor Lights 
is always in need and we will continue this project. 

 At our March, 2020, meeting we made 90 flower arrangements for Meals on Wheels to put on 
their Easter trays. Missionary Circle has been doing this for years.  (photos attached) 

 We also sent checks to Ron and Bea Hasselmann for the cost of feeding the homeless,  
Community & Neighborhood for their school project, and Marie Sandvik Mission. 
 

 We are a small group but try to do as much as we can. For example Sharon Koschak has been 
making masks for distribution.  

 

The Circle: JoAnn Christoferson, President; Vicky Ercolani, Treasurer; Deborah Dunham, Secretary;  
Sonja Ashner, Louise Carlson, Bonnie Conrad, Bea Hasselmann, Sharon Koschak, Diane Rooney, Marjorie 
Sethna, Betty Shannon, Elaine Taylor, and Jeanne Tuvey 
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Letters from India…. 

Vadivel 

Narayanasani 
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Karthiban 

Prayer ministries 
Prayer Chain  

Nearly 360 people have been prayed for by members of St. John’s Prayer Chain since it was reinstated in 
2006, honoring all requests whether for St. John’s members, loved ones, friends, colleagues, etc. Anyone 
can pray; this is an intentional ministry with commitment to caring and confidentiality. If you would like to 
participate in this prayer ministry or request prayer for yourself or another needing prayer, please contact 
Betty Shannon at 952-926-9691, or Pastor Mark.   
 
 

Prayer shawls 

Prayer shawls have been knitted or crocheted by St. John’s volunteers for about 16 years. Prayers accom-
pany the work of creating shawls to be given to people in serious need of comfort and healing. This year,  

3 knitted prayer shawls and 2 baptismal blankets have been presented by St. John’s. If you like to knit  

(or crochet) we could really use your help in this ministry. Please let Marlene Holden know and she will 
provide you with yarn and a pattern! Donations for purchase of yarn are also welcome. Be prepared to 
bless and be blessed!  
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FACILITIES 
 

Program Report 2019-2020 
 

The Church bylaws state that this committee shall see to the proper maintenance and protection of all 
the congregation’s property located in Minneapolis, MN. It shall take care that the same is kept in good 
repair and is adequately insured. The facilities committee is also responsible for the maintenance of Chi 
Rho Center.  
 
1. Nicollet Avenue Facility:  
 

    2019 Completed Work  
         - Ground floor women’s restroom vanity and sinks replaced  
         - Child care toddler room cabinetry replacement  
 - Heating System: New fan controls for boilers installed.  
 - Child care center ‘pinch guards’ installed on doors.   
 

    2020 Proposed Work  
 - Investigation of potential leak at north building/ west wall chimney  

 - Washer and dryer installation (in Joseph’s office) for child care use  
 
2. Chi Rho Center:  
 

    2019 Completed Work  
 - Storm shutters installed on north side of lodge  
 - Main lodge chimney tuckpointing.  
 

    2020 Proposed Work  
 - Front doors of main lodge  
 - Lower level doors at main lodge  
 - East and west windows of lodge  
 - Air conditioning of main lodge  
 - Filling in of low areas in playfields  
 - Replacement of gas range with propane type.  
 
Committee Members: Joseph Sahai, Ron Conrad, Bob Holden, Oly Stromberg, Warner Northrup, Bob 

Slifer, Debra Jacobs, John McWatters, Brian Falk 
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MEMBERSHIP 

Program Report 2019-2020 
 

The membership committee has the responsibility of promoting membership growth, evangelism outreach, 
marketing & communications, hospitality, fellowship and adult education. Over the past year, the com-
mittee has focused on continuing our growth together, as well as welcoming hospitality. Highlights and 
events over the past year include: 
 Welcomed three new members into our congregation in December 2019. A reception was given in their 

honor following worship, and they were each presented a holiday poinsettia plant, symbolizing our life 
and growth together as a congregation. 

 Introduced and launched the use of the new church membership online directory, Breeze! Many thanks 
to Ann Paulson, Sean Stagg and Andrew Berg for their assistance on this tremendous project!  

 Co-hosted with the Worship Committee the farewell reception for Sam & Megan Grace in July, and the 
welcome reception for Kira Winter in August. 

 Coordinated and executed God’s Work. Our Hands, the ELCA’s day of service on Sunday, Sept. 8 with  
       immense help and leadership from a variety of members. Service activities included: 
 -  ZOOM House birthday party bag assembly. This was spear-headed by Tamara Gebhardt and led by  
                 Dustin Olson. A Thrivent Action Grant provided funds for these supplies. 
 -  Justice Page MS backpack food sorting & packing, led by members of the CAN committee.  
 -  Fleece blanket making/tying, supervised by Marlene Holden. These blankets were given to  
     Lutheran Social Service for Camp Noah campers, a ministry of LSS for children impacted by trauma  
                 and disaster.  
 -  Card and letter writing to school children in India, who are sponsored by St. John’s Missionary  
                 Circle, as part of Lutheran Partners in Global Ministry outreach. 
 -  Due to the rainy weather, our storm drain cleaning and stenciling project, led by a member of the  
                 Tangletown Neighborhood Association, was postponed. 
 -  Approximately 25 people participated in this afternoon of service together. 
 Hosted a Holiday potluck meal following the Children’s Christmas Pageant on Sunday, Dec. 15. Many 
       volunteers pitched in on kitchen help , make/serve coffee, clean-up. Thank you all! 
 Coordinated the St. John’s Chili Cook-Off on Sunday, March 1 (rescheduled due to a snowstorm from 

2/9). We had a large variety of chili entrants, lots of friendly competition and tasting, and great helpers/
servers in the kitchen. Voting was once again done with dollars! Close to $400 was raised and given to 
Grace Temple Ministries. Bea Hasselmann was once again the winner! Who can take her down next 
year?! Thank you to Scott Belz for his energy and leadership on this! 

 Plans to start a St. John’s Women’s Group were coming together in early 2020, a group meant to foster 
relationships in and among women, perform acts of service, and grow fellowship opportunities. Weather 
and the coronavirus each have hampered efforts to fully launch, but we continue to seek opportunities 
to connect virtually or socially-distanced, and look forward to being physically together soon.   

 

We welcome any ideas you have to continue to make St. John’s a welcoming congregation, and that embody 
our core values of worshiping, healing and serving. If you’d like to join the membership committee, have 
ideas for or assist in any of our events, please contact any of the members listed.  
 

Membership Committee:  Andrew Berg, Leah Coveney, Pastor Mark Tiede, Jennifer Burdick (chair)  
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MUSIC SERIES 

Program Report 2019-2020 
 

Mission:  To present great works of music to the neighborhood and community, performed well, at no 

charge. 

In December 2019 the Music Series hosted the annual performance of Handel’s Messiah. Kira Winter is 
an excellent director. The Oratorio Chorus enjoyed singing under her direction and the performance 
was better than ever. 
 

Unfortunately the planned spring concert of Mendelssohn’s Elijah was cancelled before rehearsals could 
begin because of the coronavirus pandemic. 
 

Kira Winter will be leaving us for her dream job at Concordia College. We thank her and wish her will. 
 

When St. John’s decides to hire a new music director, many qualified candidates will be available. 
 

Unfortunately again, the Music Series will likely cancel the annual Messiah performance for 2020 in 
efforts to keep musicians and audience safe. 
 

Committee Members for the 2019-2020 season:   

Steve Bubul; Vicky Ercolani, chair; Kathy Sapp; Kira Winter, Director of Worship & Music  
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STEWARDSHIP 

Program Report 2019-2020 

Committee Members: Pastor Mark, Susan Zabel, Sean Stagg, Bonnie Conrad, Tamara Gebhardt  
 

This committee’s purpose:  

1) To broaden the definition of stewardship beyond giving money to living in a way God can spend you. 

Stewardship can be better understood as relationship with God, others, self and creation.  This grounds 

us when we connect stewardship to everything we do.  

2) To build a culture of generosity by engaging all committees in discovering multi-generational  

      discipleship opportunities.  
 

Highlights from June 2019 to June 2020  
 

2019 

 Sunday Forums were held to learn how to build a culture of generosity in a meaningful way  

across generations. “Generosity is grounded in a profound understanding that we are all in this  

      together. It is only in fruitful alliances with others that we can do great things.”   -Glenn Taibl  

 We worked with the administrative team to invite member pledges and celebrate thanksgiving for 

membership annual giving. 
 

WE ARE SO GRATEFUL TO EACH OF YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED STEWARDSHIP AND GENEROSITY!  
 

 We worked with the administrative team to develop new ways of giving. These ways include mail, text 

and electronic or ACH (Automated Clearing House).  

 Simply Giving ACH is transitioning to Thrivent ACH.  
 

2020  

 We worked with Ann Paulson and Pastor Mark to create a St. John’s Calling Tree. The purpose is to 

strengthen membership connections.  

 We worked with Ann Paulson to update the St. John’s Ministry booklet by adding a mental health  

       resource list.  

 Throughout the year, we recognized MOMENTS OF GENEROSITY. Those recognized were just a few 

       examples of the countless expressions of generosity in our community.  
 

ST. JOHN’S TAKES PRIDE IN LIVING FAITH BOLDLY  

STEWARDSHIP IS EVERYTHING YOU DO AFTER SAYING, “I BELIEVE.”  
 

Transformation . . . that is what the Gospel does . . . the Gospel changes us, turns us outward  

toward our neighbor – everything changed with HIS resurrection.  
 

Romans 12: 1-2 Be a Living Sacrifice to God  

1 And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to God because of all he has done 

for you. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice – the kind he will find acceptable. This is truly the way to 

worship him. 2 Do not copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform YOU into a new 

person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good and 

pleasing and perfect.  
 

THANK YOU for your STEWARDSHIP and your GENEROSITY!! 
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WORSHIP 

Worship • Music • Visual Environment 

Program Report 2019-2020  
 

 

The Worship Committee assists in planning the service, music and visual environment for worship at St. 

John’s. 
 

In the past year, our committee helped plan many worship activities, such as:   

 A joint service with St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church, held at the Lake Harriet Bandshell on June 
30, 2019.   

 Advent mid-week services using Holden Evening Prayer. 
 Candlelight Christmas Eve services. 
 Ash Wednesday, Lenten and Holy Week services. 
 

The Covid-19 pandemic has dramatically changed the work of the Worship Committee.  Beginning with the 
March 18th midweek Lenten service, the church building has been closed and all worship services have been 
held via Facebook live streaming and videos. Plans for Holy Week (including our first Easter Vigil in many 
years) were very creatively reworked by the pastoral staff with very short notice. We truly appreciate the 
efforts of Pastor Tiede, Kira Winter, Peder Flaten, Ann Paulson and Andrew Berg to bring us meaningful  
worship experiences in this difficult time. 
 

The committee organized a Sanctuary Spruce-Up, with about 10 members spending several hours cleaning 
and polishing the sanctuary on November 23.  
   

Additionally the committee worked with the Membership Committee to host a farewell celebration for  
Samuel and Megan Myhre Grace on Sunday, July 21, 2019. Members of the St. John’s Oratorio Chorus,  
St. John’s choir and the Bell Ensemble provided special music for the church service. Following worship,  
a reception was held in the Fellowship Hall.  
 

The same committees planned and hosted a welcome reception on Sunday, August 11, 2019, for Kira Winter, 
the new Director of Worship and Music Ministry. 

The committee is open to feedback from the rest of the congregation. If you have an observation or sugges-
tion regarding worship, please feel free to approach one of our members. 
  
Worship Committee Members:  Christian Belz, Jennifer Belz, Anna Carlson, Deborah Dunham, Peder 
Flaten, Lori Johnson, Ann Paulson, Marj Sethna, Eric Willette, and Kira Winter (Director of Worship & Music) 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Deborah Dunham                 
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About Our People... 

We pray for: 
 

Ones in need of healing, comfort, encouragement or sustaining care:  
†   Amy Arens, Margery Arens, Sandy Bell, Justin Bullis, Per Gunnerud,      

     Debra Jacobs, Anna Koosman, Louise Matson, Jane McDonald, Jane  

     McNaughton, Wayne Olson, Nadira Persaud, Joseph Sahai, Mike  

     Schlagel, David Schmidt, Norleen Schmidt, Tom Shear, Bob Slifer, Susan  

     Stagg, Rhonda Stanley, Julie Stromberg, Oly Stromberg, Gloria Swanson,  

     Susan Tasa, Irma Truenow, Bruce Walker, and all whom we hold in our  

     hearts and are known by God. 
 
 

Ones mourning loss:  
†  The family of St. John’s member Sara Reineke, who died on May 29 and 
    whose memorial service was led by Pr Mark on June 4 in Monticello,  
    MN.  
†  The family of George Floyd, whose memorial service was held on June 4  
    in Minneapolis.  
 

Ones graduating from schools and universities, that they be 
given joy in their accomplishment and hope for their future. 
Congratulations, Graduates!   

 

                                                     Please let the church office know if you would like                                             
                                        to share information with the congregation. 
                 
 
 
 

                    Callers to St. John’s have the option to talk with or leave messages for individual staff 
                                                   by choosing one of the following prompts: 
 

         1. Church Office/Ann Paulson              5.  Custodian 
         2. Pastor Mark                                        6.  Bookkeeper  
         3. Director of Worship/Music                7. Tina Shear, Child Care Director           
         4. Business Administrator 
                             

          

 

 

 

 

   Happy Birthday! 
 

  1 Benjamin Gebhardt  

6    Marlene Holden 

10    Isaac Johnson 

11    John Gerken 

11 John Nordstrom 

15  Sandy Rader 

16  Kathy Marsh 

23 Kaitlyn Johnson 

25  Zachary Stagg 

30  Deborah Dunham 

 Samuel Nervig 
 

Happy Anniversary! 
 

3    Marge Huseth &  

          Brian Powers 

  8      Blake & Bonnie 

          Anderson  

10    Lori Johnson &  

          Mike Lee 

25    Matthew & Jennifer  

          Burdick   

           

 Happy Fathers Day! 

         June 21 
                 
   

If your birthdate and/or  
anniversary has been  

inadvertently omitted or is  
incorrect, please forgive us,  
then call the church office  

at 612-827-4406. 
Thank you! 

St John’s is a Reconciling in Christ congregation that celebrates and cares for all people. As 

followers of Christ, who calls us to reconciliation and wholeness through baptism, the mem-

bers of St. John’s Lutheran Church welcome all who are seeking God. We affirm that this 

reconciliation extends to people of all gender identities and sexual orientations. We welcome 

members of the LGBTQ+  

community as well as those who may have been excluded because of other human distinctions. 

We strive to live as a welcoming people in our life together and our outreach to the communi-

ty. Our doors are open. Come as you are. You belong.  

  You can reach the church office at 612-827-4406 or  
              communications@stjohnsmpls.org 
   Email Pastor Mark at pastortiede@stjohnsmpls.org  

 



Information 
Church Office ..................... 612-827-4406 
Church Office Fax  ............ 612-827-0574 
Child Care Center  .............. 612-827-1237 
Chi Rho Center  .................. 320-274-8307 
Church Office email:  
communications@stjohnsmpls.org  
Website: www.stjohnsmpls.org 
Facebook: .www.facebook.com/                                             
                  StJohnsMpls 
 

Parish Staff 
PASTOR 
Mark Tiede 

DIRECTOR OF WORSHIP & MUSIC 
Kira Winter 
 

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR 
Dan Cherryhomes 
 

ASSISTANT FOR MINISTRY 
Ann Paulson 

ORGANIST 
Peder Flaten 
 

BOOKKEEPER 
Lisa Plowman, Interim  

CUSTODIANS 
Joseph Sahai (day) 
Ben Gebhardt, Larry Fraser (Sundays/event) 
Mill City Cleaning (Child Care) 

CHILD CARE CENTER DIRECTOR 
Tina Shear 

CHI RHO CENTER MANAGER 
David Helm 
 

Church Council 
Jennifer Burdick, Vice President 
Patrick Coveney, Secretary 
Jim Gambucci 
Bea Hasselmann 
Lori Johnson, President 
Ann Paulson 
Jeanne tuvey 
Clara Willette  
Susan Zabel, Treasurer 
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St. John’s Lutheran Church 
4842 Nicollet Avenue 

Minneapolis, MN  55419 

                                  St. John’s Lutheran Church  
                 A Reconciling in Christ (RIC) congregation of the  
                 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).  
 
 
 

             Our Mission:  
 

   Fueled by Christ’s redeeming love, St. John’s is called into a joyful life of  
   welcoming hospitality, grace-filled worship, transformational relationships,  
   and Gospel-driven service in the world. 
 

                                            Our Core Values:   
 

                                                    Welcoming 
                Celebrating and caring for all people. Our doors are open.  

          You belong. Come as you are. 
 

                                                 Worshiping 
             Gathering together to joyfully thank God in prayer and      
             praise for Jesus, who calls us, centers us, and sends us  
             into the world. 
                                  Healing 
             Reflecting God’s unconditional grace and love by walking 

          together through the joys and pains of life. 
 

                                                Serving 
             Gratefully responding to the needs of the world with the  

          abilities God has gifted us. 
 
     Our Vision for the Future: 
                     A vibrant community living faith boldly 
 

   

Virtual Worship Hour 10:00 a.m.  

 

Traditional worship that is joyful and welcoming to all.  

ELCA Presiding Bishop:                Bishop Elizabeth Eaton 

Minneapolis Area Synod Bishop:                         Bishop Ann Svennungsen  

God’s Work—Our Hands 


