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The Messenger

EASTERTIDE 

ST. JOHN’S WILL WORSHIP TOGETHER ONLINE DURING HOLY 

WEEK AND ON EASTER SUNDAY.  

Watch for updates on the website and Facebook as to which live-
stream format we will be using. Check the Worship Bulletin link on         
St. John’s website for worship outlines when they are available.  

 

PALM SUNDAY 
April 5  

Worship beginning at 10 a.m. 
This service will include a Blessing of the Palms.  

We encourage you to come by St. John’s and pick up a palm branch 
for each person in your family before Sunday. The branches will be 

in a bucket outside on the office entrance patio on Saturday.   
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY  
 April 9  

Worship beginning at 6:30 p.m.   
  

GOOD FRIDAY 
 April 10 

Worship beginning at 6:30 p.m. 
 

EASTER VIGIL 
Saturday, April 11 

Worship beginning at 6:30 p.m. 
New for St. John’s; join in this time of sharing the Story from 

beginning to end!  
 

 

EASTER SUNDAY 
 April 12 

Make some pancakes at home! 

Worship beginning at 10 a.m. 
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Thoughts from Pastor Mark...  

My dear brothers and sister in Christ, we have come to April. On the one hand time seems to have 
flown by so quickly to bring us already into the second third of the year. On the other hand, we are  
in the middle (I pray toward the end) of the novel Coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic and Minnesota 
Governor Tim Walz’s Executive Order 20-20 to “Stay at Home.” As I write this today (March 30th) 
The Minnesota Department of Health reports that there have been 18,822 tests performed and 576 

confirmed positives, 92 hospitalizations, 52 in general hospital and 26 in ICU, with 10 fatalities. We are told that this is 
the month when we might see a spike of new cases. Let us pray that is not so while preparing ourselves for that very 
reality. 
 

This pseudo “quarantine” is the right move of course, but while people are alone our fear and anxiety seems unchecked. 
There is even more that is unknown. Will the economy recover? Will our favorite restaurants make it through this shut- 
down? Will I have a job? Will the government stimulus be enough? These are questions I am hearing people ask along 
with this one: What is God thinking? Where is God in this? ALL GOOD QUESTIONS! The only thing I know with 
only relative certainty is that God is not the cause of the coronavirus. NOT everything happens for a reason! We have 
many forces working against us all the time: the dark force that seeks to work us woe, the free will of your neighbor, 
your free will, and even the force of the natural world. This is a force of the natural world. This is a virus against which 
our bodies must learn how to fight. But since God did not cause this and the natural world did we can then say, with 
some certainty, that the virus is NOT God’s will; and more important still is the truth that God has promised to be with 
us through whatever the powers of this world might throw at us. 
 

We can see evidence of God’s love all around us even and especially while we are neck deep in this coronavirus;  
suddenly we are finding moments of profound grace, love, and ample amounts of time. Just today, I was speaking with 
a member who is working from home utilizing Zoom for online meetings. He said “There is so much grace right now. My 
baby cries during a meeting and everyone just understands.”  During my Sunday night meditation at the apex of the point I was 
trying to make, you can hear my son telling his twin sister that her laundry is done! (Now there’s something you’d have never 
heard at church at 10AM.) I heard from a former member that he and his wife and three boys have set a new family  
record of eating together 10 consecutive meals when previously the record had been only 4!  Another member com-
mented during my Sunday evening meditation that COVID-19 is forcing us to reexamine what we hold dear—“whether 
we wanted to or not haha.” And another member said that things have been turned upside down! I wonder if our reaction 
to stemming the infection rate has actually re-righted things! What was on the bottom of our society is now at the top 
and HIGHLY prized: e.g. all professional sports are closed, but the government has asked the Child Care centers to 
remain open and declared them “Essential Workers.” So we actually printed letters on St. John’s letterhead to prove 
employment for all church/childcare employees.  
 

Now the question is: of what is good and life-giving and even holy, what do we seek to retain of our new society and 
how do we intentionally live our lives in this (what will eventually emerge as a) new normal? I would love to hear your 
thoughts on this. Please email me, make a comment on Facebook, or even call me on the phone. 
 

I miss you and pray that you are well.   

Your servant in Christ, Pastor Mark 
 

A note about our future worship services: Because of the Governor’s wise Executive Order which prohibits gatherings 
of more than 10, all publicly attended worship services are suspended until The Executive Order is released. 
 

Therefore, this year’s Holy Week worship services of Maundy Thursday 4/9, Good Friday 4/10, Easter Vigil 4/11,  
and Easter Morning 4/12 will ALL be online at their normal worship times: evening services at 6:30PM and Sunday 
morning at 10.   
 

When Governor Walz eventually announces the “All Clear” permitting us to assemble in large gathering we will then 
again celebrate Easter on a Sunday--- AND WHAT A FESTIVAL THAT WILL BE!  It might be in July, but we will 
make such a celebration and intentionally invite all our neighbors and friends and whomever else wants to come, be-
cause not only will we celebrate Christ’s open tomb, but also our opened doors!   

Watch for that announcement to come. (And be ready to shout “Alleluia” with more fervor that you ever have before!) 
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 April  

 LECTIONARY 
               

April 5  
Palm Sunday   

 

Isaiah 50: 4-9a 
Psalm 31: 9-16 

Philippians 2: 5-11 
Matthew 21: 1-11    

 

April 9 

Maundy Thursday   
 

Exodus 12: 1-14 
Psalm 116: 1-2, 12-19 

1 Cor 11: 23-26 
John 13: 1-17; 31b-35 

       
 

April 10  
Good Friday  

 

Isaiah 52:13- 53:12 
Psalm 22 

Hebrews 4: 14-16; 5: 7-9 
John 18: 1- 19: 42 

 

April 12  
Easter 

 

Acts 10: 34-43 
Psalm 118: 1-2, 14-24 

Colosssians 3: 1-4 
John 20: 1-18 

                

April 19  
                Easter 2  
 

  Acts 2: 14a, 22-32 
Psalm 16 

1 Peter 1: 3-9 
John 20: 19-31 

from St. John’s Business Administrator… 
 

Our church, St. John’s, has been working to respond to its mem-
bership while observing what Pastor Mark has called "physical 
distance but not social distance.” 

In this time when there is heightened fear, there is also height-
ened creativity and adaptation to make sure that our connections 
remain strong and that people feel supported. 

1) Stepped up number of talks online on Facebook 
    Pastor Mark’s near daily blogs: usually mid-afternoon; tune in live or later 
 at www.facebook.com/StJohnsMpls or through St. John’s website on the 
 Messenger page, ‘see videos’ link at http://www.stjohnsmpls.org/st-johns- 
 lutheran-church-messenger- newsletter/ 
 New Facebook Group for St. John’s members: You can request to join the  
 group via ‘Join’ when logged into your FB account, or you may invite St.  
 John’s members with whom you are FB friends to join the group. This is a 
 private group with access by permission.    
 

2) New subscription to ZOOM to hold meetings, Bible study, more with groups  
      or individuals—just beginning to take off but seems like a very good app for  
      our use. 
 

3) Nimble responsiveness to changing news by Church committees, church  
      leaders, Child Care and Chi Rho staff. 
 

4) Our Child Care Center remains open for those parents who continue to pro- 
      vide essential services in the community. Numbers are down but spirits remain  
      up. 
 

5) Heightened care to protect each other and avoid spreading the coronavirus;  
      our custodial, kitchen and day care staff have redoubled effort to keep every 
      thing sanitized. Examples from child care:  

 twice daily wipe-downs of points of contact throughout the church 
     toys run through the dishwasher and nap mats sanitized 
 

Our physical church is still here, our ministries continue, and we are connected 
virtually as well as spiritually.  

Dan  
 

From St. John’s Administration Committee...  
 

Dear members of Saint John’s Lutheran Church,  
 

The Saint John’s foundation board has initiated the process to transfer funds to 
the church in the amount of $150,000. This transfer of funds was discussed at our 
January Congregational Annual meeting. This transfer will  provide additional  
operating funds, which will allow us to navigate the challenges of running our 
organization, including the Church, the Childcare and Chi Rho.  This is even more 
critical in this time of uncertainty.    
 

We are grateful that The Foundation exists in such a time as this. 
We extend a very special word of gratitude to the members of 
The Foundation’s Board: Andrew Tellijohn (President), Matthew 
Burdick, Julie Hurbanis, John Gerkin, and Pastor Mark Tiede. 
 

 
 

ADMINISTRATION 

      Dan Cherryhomes 

                

April 26 
                Easter 3  
 

Acts 2: 14a, 36-41 
Psalm 116: 1-4, 12-19 

1 Peter 1: 17-23 
Luke 24: 13-35 

http://www.facebook.com/StJohnsMpls
http://www.stjohnsmpls.org/st-johns-lutheran-church-messenger-%20newsletter/
http://www.stjohnsmpls.org/st-johns-lutheran-church-messenger-%20newsletter/
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STEWARDSHIP  

Dear Members of St. John’s! 

Thank you so much for continuing to 
send in your offering. It is a powerful 
testimony to our love each other, the 
world in which we live, and our united 
faithfulness to God that while we are self
-quarantining we are still connected and 

still serving the world around us.   

There are three ways you can now make financial  
contributions to St. John’s: 
 

1) Mail in your check. Many of you are doing this 
and we are truly grateful!  

2) If you would like to save the stamp you can give 
Text-giving a try by simply texting the word ‘give 
to 612-800-0444 and then following the prompts. 
You can also text the word ‘commands to see  
what other ways you can give. For example, text  
‘give’ and when prompted text the words ‘$50  
weekly’ and your account will send $50 every week  
until you cancel it. Just change the dollar amount  
to the amount you would like to contribute. Pretty  
slick!  

3) Another option which makes your contribution  
      go even further is to set up a Thrivent ACH 
      (Automated Clearing House) transaction with  
      Ann Paulson in the office. This minimizes the fees  
      to the church and is also completely controlled by 
      you.   

 

Also, if you have chosen to observe the 40-day Lenten 
discipline of ‘Simple Pleasures for Priceless Treasures,’  
remember to send what you’ve collected to the church  
or send a text for that amount to 612-800-0444 with  
keywords 'give 20 priceless' (for whatever amount). 

  

Thank you for your continuing financial support to  
St. John’s and its wider ministries in the midst of the 
worldwide pandemic of COVID-19. 
 

Your Stewardship Committee 

CALLING TREE 

Stewardship committee is leading an effort 
to create a St. John’s Calling Tree to con-
nect monthly with members. The initial 
purpose is to connect while we are unable 
to worship together. Future use of this 

tree will be to share important information quickly. A 
calling tree is key for members who do not have 
online access. 

We also include here a list of suggested resources 
for help during this time. This is not meant to be a 

complete list. Your church is here for 
you. We can help find the resource you 
need. And please do not hesitate to reach 
out to Pastor Mark when you need his 
help.  
    
 

Mental Health Connect: Their mission is to connect 
especially through faith communities to reach those in 
need of mental health resources through churches. 
Their Navigator is trained specifically to help connect 
callers with resources unique to their need.  
 http://www.mhconnect.org/  612-312-3377, email 
navigator@mhconnect.org or fill out the online form.  
 

 

Some individual resources:   
 

NAMI Minnesota  
651-645-2948, namihelps@namimn.org;  
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 1-800-273-
TALK (8255) or Text MN to 741741.  
 

Hazelden Betty Ford Foundation - Substance Abuse 
& Addiction Treatment, 5 Minnesota locations  
1-866-530-5157; www.hazelden.org  
  

South Minneapolis Coalition for Grief Support 
(TRUST)  
 612-827-6159; trustinc.org/programs/grief-support 
 

Starfish Ministries – help during financial crisis 
 952-253-3241  
 

United Way First Call for Help  
211 or 612-335-5000; 211unitedway.org 
  

The Senior LinkAge Line/Minnesota Board on 
Aging - 1-800-333-2433; mnaging.org/advisor/SLL.htm 
 

Information links Pastor Mark has mentioned:  

Minnesota Dept. of Health – Situation Update 
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/
situation.html 
 

Center for Disease Control 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-
updates/summary.html 
 

Minneapolis Area Synod – COVID-19 Resources  
http://mpls-synod.org/covid-19-resources/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mhconnect.org/
mailto:navigator@mhconnect.org
https://mhconnect.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6cc13068c19347d63c07effc6&id=7d2117f080&e=3dc2de52d4
mailto:namihelps@namimn.org
http://www.hazelden.org
http://trustinc.org/programs/grief-support
http://211unitedway.org
http://www.mnaging.org/
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/situation.html
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/situation.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/summary.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/summary.html
http://mpls-synod.org/covid-19-resources/
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Page Backpack Program  
 

The CAN Team Answered Page Middle School Request 
 

On Thursday, March 12th, the Justice Page Social 
Workers asked if it might be possible to drop off food 
backpacks early prior to possible school closings. 
These volunteers jumped into action: Marlene and Bob 
Holden purchased and packed needed non-perishable 
food. Andy Tellijohn delivered those backpacks at  
9 a.m on Friday the 13th!  
 

Later that day, this email was received: 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 St. John’s note: we will not be filling backpacks in   
 April.   

COMMUNITY & NEIGHBORHOOD 

 

Harbor Light Project  
 

Missionary Circle has received 
notice of urgent need by the 
Harbor Lights Shelter for bath 
towels, socks and non-surgical 
face masks during this time. 
The Shelter has had to adapt 
in this situation to being an all-

day shelter, rather than just for overnight.  

St. John's congregation is invited to please donate as 
you can; receptacles are available at the church office 
entrance to receive your items. You may also have 
donations shipped directly to St. John's. Please let 
the office know if you do so we can watch for the 
shipment or call for more information on this pro-
ject. We will continue to update as needs arise.  

If you would like to sew masks, instructions are 
available online or from Sharon Koschak.  

Thank you for your help! All of your donations are 
very much appreciated by those who work and stay 
at the shelter.  

Pastor Mark , 

I am beyond thankful for your contribution to our school 
and community.  We could not serve our students at the 
level we do without you.   

Principal Rathke 
Devotional Opportunity 

St. John’s has regular and large 
print copies of the quarterly daily 
devotional, Christ in Our Home and 
regular print Word in Season availa-
ble for members. If you would 
like a copy of the April/May/June 
edition mailed to you, please let 
the church office know.  
 

Another option at this time is a special offer by 
Augsburg Fortress for complementary Christ in 
Our Home e-editions sent to your email address. 
You may sign up for this at https://
www.augsburgfortress.org/store/product/CIOH-
EMAIL/Christ-in-Our-Home-Email-Edition  

Masks by Sharon K.  

https://www.augsburgfortress.org/store/product/CIOH-EMAIL/Christ-in-Our-Home-Email-Edition
https://www.augsburgfortress.org/store/product/CIOH-EMAIL/Christ-in-Our-Home-Email-Edition
https://www.augsburgfortress.org/store/product/CIOH-EMAIL/Christ-in-Our-Home-Email-Edition
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St. John’s congregational family owes a huge thank 
you to our Child Care Director Tina Shear during 
these difficult times. Governor Walz has asked 
Child Care Centers to remain open so our health 
care workers and emergency responders can do 
their job. Tina has had to stay on top of all the 
directives from the Minnesota Department of 
Health and the Department of Human Services. 
She has encouraged our senators and representa-
tives to not forget the childcare centers with sup-
port money. Daily she sends information to par-
ents and fields dozens of emails and phone 
calls.  ina and assistant director, Venita, have 
teachers sanitizing, organizing, providing activity 
packets for children, doing child assessments, and 
completing in-service licensing requirements. All 
this is done while supporting children and parents 
at home and taking care of three age groups of 
children here at Church. Amazing. 

Child Care mats washed and drying in the sun…. 

Moments of  Generosity CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILY 

Some things we’ve been doing…. 
or thinking about….. 

“Nora painted the 
window on our front 
door to look like 
stained glass!”  

(Sarah T) 

A wish from Eleanor N…. 

“Keep your feet 
on the ground, 
but keep your 
mind in heaven 
and your heart 
with your  
neighbor.”   
 

-Pr Mark in one of 
his daily video blogs 

Figure it out…. 
 

Someone’s mother 
has four sons. 
North, South, East. 
What is the name 
of the fourth son.  
 

...at a random  
  pastoral moment…. 

-shared by Jeanne T 
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About Our People... 

                               

 Please let the church office know if you would like                                             
                to share information with the congregation. 
                 
 
 
 

   
                      Callers to St. John’s have the option to talk with or leave messages for individual staff, 
                                  Child Care or Chi Rho by choosing one of these eight prompts: 
 

         1. Church Office/Ann Paulson              5. Joseph Sahai 
         2. Pastor Mark                                        6. Bookkeeper  
         3. Kira Winter                                        7. Dave Helm, Chi Rho Manager 
         4.         8. Tina Shear, Child Care Director                             

                                            

  5 Tom Swanson 

  7 Brenton Larson 

  9 Elsah Gebhardt 

 10 Megan Eid  

 12 Nikki Niermann 

 17 Ben Kercheval 

 

    

24       Ken & Kathy Marsh 

28  Susan & Robyn   

             Koliha 

 

 

 

    If your birthdate and/or  
anniversary has been  

inadvertently omitted or is  
incorrect, please forgive us,  
then call the church office  

at 612-827-4406. 
Thank you! 

 

St. John’s is a Reconciling in Christ congregation that celebrates and cares for all people.  
 

As followers of Christ, who calls us to reconciliation and wholeness through baptism, the 

members of St. John’s Lutheran Church welcome all who are seeking God.  
 

We affirm that this reconciliation extends to people of all gender identities and sexual  

orientations. We welcome members of the LGBTQ+ community as well as those who  

may have been excluded because of other human distinctions.  
 

We strive to live as a welcoming people in our life together and our outreach to the  

community.  
 

Our doors are open. Come as you are. You belong.  

  You can reach the church office at 612-827-4406 or  
              communications@stjohnsmpls.org 
   Email Pastor Mark at pastortiede@stjohnsmpls.org  

April  
Celebrations                                              

We pray for: 
 

Ones in need of healing, comfort, encouragement or sustaining care:  
†  Amy Arens, Margery Arens, Sandy Bell, Debra Jacobs, Anna Koosman, Ken 

Marsh, Jane McDonald, Jane McNaughton, Sara Reineke, Mike Schlagel, 

Norleen Schmidt, Tom Shear, Bob Slifer, Susan Stagg, Rhonda Stanley, Julie 

Stromberg, Oly Stromberg, Susan Tasa, Gloria Swanson, Bruce Walker, and all 

whom we hold in our hearts and are known by God. 
 

Ones mourning loss… 
† Tamara and Mark Gebhardt and family at the death of Tamara’s aunt,  
    Sharon Kunz. Sharon died on Sunday, March 29 in Eureka, SD.   
 

All who lay their life on the line each day for their neighbor in this 
unusual time. 

 

 



Information 
Church Office ................. 612-827-4406 
Church Office Fax  ........ 612-827-0574 
Child Care Center  .......... 612-827-1237 
Chi Rho Center  .............. 320-274-8307 
Church Office email:  
communications@stjohnsmpls.org  
Website: www.stjohnsmpls.org 
Facebook: .www.facebook.com/                                             
                  StJohnsMpls 
 

Parish Staff 
 

PASTOR 
Mark Tiede 
 

DIRECTOR OF WORSHIP &  
MUSIC MINISTRY 
Kira Winter 
 

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR 
Dan Cherryhomes 
 

ASSISTANT FOR MINISTRY 
Ann Paulson 

ORGANIST 
Peder Flaten 
 

BOOKKEEPER 
Lisa Plowman, Interim 

CUSTODIANS 
Joseph Sahai (day) 
Larry Fraser (summer Sundays/events) 
Ben Gebhardt (Sundays/events) 
Mill City Cleaning (Child Care) 
 

CHILD CARE DIRECTOR 
Tina Shear 

CHI RHO CENTER MANAGER 
David Helm 
 

Church Council 
Lori Johnson, President  
Jennifer Burdick, Vice President 
Patrick Coveney, Secretary 
Jim Gambucci 
Tamara Gebhardt 
Bea Hasselmann 
Ann Paulson 
Jeanne Tuvey 
Clara Willette  
Susan Zabel, Treasurer 

                                         THE  MESSENGER        

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
4842 Nicollet Avenue 

Minneapolis, MN  55419 

                                  St. John’s Lutheran Church  
                 A Reconciling in Christ (RIC) congregation of the  
                 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).  
 
 

 

             Our Mission:  
 

   Fueled by Christ’s redeeming love, St. John’s is called into a joyful life of  
   welcoming hospitality, grace-filled worship, transformational relationships,  
   and Gospel-driven service in the world. 
 

                                            Our Core Values:   
 

                                                    Welcoming 
                Celebrating and caring for all people. Our doors are open.  

          You belong. Come as you are. 
 

                                                 Worshiping 
             Gathering together to joyfully thank God in prayer and      
             praise for Jesus, who calls us, centers us, and sends us  
             into the world. 
                                  Healing 
             Reflecting God’s unconditional grace and love by walking 

          together through the joys and pains of life. 
 

                                                Serving 
             Gratefully responding to the needs of the world with the  

          abilities God has gifted us. 
 
     Our Vision for the Future: 
                     A vibrant community living faith boldly 
 
 

   

Sunday Morning Worship Hour 10:00 a.m.  

Nursery care is provided. 

Traditional worship that is joyful and welcoming to all.  

ELCA Presiding Bishop:                Bishop Elizabeth Eaton 

Minneapolis Area Synod Bishop:                         Bishop Ann Svennungsen  

        THE MESSENGER        


