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The Messenger

STEWARDSHIP: 

Generational Generosity 
 

In October we began to learn how every  
generation is proven to be generous but we 
express it in five different ways:  
1) Hospitality -openness, welcome, lack of 

judgement;  
2) Monetary giving;  
3) Service/volunteering;  
4) Gifts: non-financial presents such as  
       giving someone a book or buying a meal    
       for someone; and  
5)   Emotional/relational support: being there for someone.  
 
We are beginning to engage in A Generosity Culture Mapping activity 
to identify what we value and how we express our congregation’s  
values.   
 

In November we invite our members to Express Generosity through a 
Response of Pledge Cards on November 10. On this Sunday please join 
us in offering of  Pledge Cards to symbolize our annual stewardship of 
the mission to which God has called us. 
 

How does stewardship differ from generosity?  

   Generosity: giving to others, a learned or conditioned response, is  
grounded in a profound understanding that we are all in this together. 

    Stewardship: everything you do after saying "I believe"; living your life 
in such a way that God can "spend you"; management of life with Christ 
at center. Financial stewardship fuels a mission; it's about relationship 
with God, others, self and creation. 
 

We are fiercely grateful to each and every one of you for your  
generosity and stewardship! 
 

St. John’s Stewardship Committee: Bonnie Conrad, Tamara Gebhardt, Sean Stagg, 
Susan Zabel and Pastor Mark 



THE  MESSENGER   PAGE  2   

 

 

   

 

 
Even though this time of year things become drab and “dry” and the verdant greens turn 
from vibrant red, gold, yellow,  and orange to brown, for me this season feels and is filled 
with signs of abundance: grain stockpiled in bank parking lots since grain elevators are 
over capacity, family gatherings during MEA weekend, young moms and dads with their 
ghosts and ghouls absorbing the timelessness of the moment walking together through 
neighborhoods, and preparations already started for Thanksgiving and Christmas (too 
soon?... apologies). 
 

While things continue to progress well in the day-to-day operations of your church staff and pastor, there 
have also been some very stressful moments this year for your leaders and staff.  The most poignant mo-
ment was on September 17th when our then bookkeeper “ghosted us.”  She, without explanation or warning, 
simply stopped coming to work and would not return any communication from anyone. POOF! We scram-
bled to not only protect our assets and change passwords, but also to find someone competent for the job 
AND who could be here for more than a few weeks or months. We hope we’ve found her: Patty Smith is 
now our bookkeeper.  Patty started mid-October and is already starting to show fruits of her attention to 
detail. Though we have been through a whale of a transitional period, we are certain that there has been nei-
ther financial malfeasance nor embezzlement of funds—which is a huge relief!   
 
In order to make sure that we are continuing to progress forward in our changing of the charts of accounts 
and other financial handling systems, our Admin Committee did hire a consultant named Paul Steen.  Paul 
comes to us with a remarkable Curriculum Vita which includes being a Chief Financial Officer at Holden 
Village for three years while they were shut down during a copper mine clean up, and Congregational Treas-
urer at Bethlehem when they became two distinct campuses with Minnetonka Lutheran Church where Pas-
tor Meta is currently serving.  Paul understands the kind of church administration system we need because of 
our different major ministries we have with the Congregational Committees’ ministry augmented by the min-
istries of The Chi Rho Center, The Child Care Center, the Music Series, and The Foundation.  Paul will be 
with us two days a week until the end of the calendar year. 
 
I am hopeful that our congregation might team up with another congregation or two (three?) to collaborate 
on ministry to and with youth and Young Adults.  TRUST Youth is meeting again this fall and participation 
is picking up.  But what else might we do with the other many sister congregations in the south Minneapolis 
Conference?  The opportunities are plentiful and we have made some headway with the pastors of LCCR, 
Richfield, and Diamond Lake Lutheran Churches.  I’ll keep you all posted as that progresses. 
 
I am grateful to hear from many of you that the pledge card Sunday is something you look forward to each 
year. You have told me how putting that pledge in the plate is for you a powerful moment when you are say-
ing “I’m in” to where God is calling this congregation.  These moments are powerful for me as well.  I hope 
you all are able to attend on November 10 as we together present our pledges as an offering to God and 
God’s ministry in the world! 
 
As we look into the coming months I grow in my anticipation of the coming festival days. And as we ap-
proach the time when the rich earth will be flocked white and the days shorten, I am grateful for you and 
continue to be renewed in hope for our future together as St. John’s Lutheran Church. 

Thoughts from Pastor Mark...  
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November 

LECTIONARY 

            November 3  
              All Saints  
 

Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18 
Psalm 149 

Ephesians 1:11-23 
Luke 6:20-31 

 November 10  

Pentecost 22 
 

Job 19:23-27a 
Psalm 17:1-9 

2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17 
Luke 20:27-38 

       

November 17 
Pentecost 23 

 
Malachi 4:1-2a 

Psalm 98 
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 

Luke 21:5-19 

November 24 
Christ the King   

 
Jeremiah 23:1-6 

Psalm 46 
Colossians 1:11-20 

Luke 23:33-43 

Bible Study & More with Pastor Mark continues on Thursday mornings at 
10:00 in St. John’s Lounge. All are welcome to join in exploring key teach-
ings, worship patterns and practices, and other aspects of main religious tradi-
tions in our country today with discussion based on the study Honoring Our 
Neighbors’ Faith: A Lutheran Perspective on Faith Traditions in America.  

November Wednesdays - Rehearsals with Kira 

St. John’s Choir  - 7:30 p.m. each Wednesday  

St. John’s Bells  - TBD 

St. John’s Brass  - TBD  
 

All are welcome and encouraged to join. Contact Kira with thoughts or  
questions—kwinter@stjohnsmpls.org. Follow St. John’s Facebook page or website 
for updates, announcements, video posts, etc.  
 

Thanksgiving Eve Worship 
     Wednesday, November 27, 6:00 p.m. at St. John’s  
 

Advent begins Sunday, December 1! 

Midweek Advent Meal and Worship:  
     Wednesdays, December 4, 11 & 18—Meal at 5 in Fellowship Hall;  
         Holden Evening Prayer at 6 in sanctuary 

 

CHILDREN, YOUTH, & FAMILY 

WORSHIP & MUSIC 

TRUST Youth will gather on Sunday, November 10 at Union UCC, 3700 
Alabama Ave. S in Saint Louis Park for holiday gift shopping 
for Zoom House children. Please arrive between noon and 
12:15, or as soon thereafter as you are able. Youth grades 6-
12 are welcome—invite a friend!  

       

November 27 
Thanksgiving Eve  

Ecumenical service? 
 

Deuteronomy 26:1-11 
Psalm 100 

Philippians 4:4-9 
John 6:25-35 

ST. JOHN’S MUSIC SERIES 



THE  MESSENGER   PAGE  4   

 

 

 COMMUNITY & NEIGHBORHOOD 

Harbor Light Project  
 

St. John’s Missionary Circle is 
asking the congregation to 
donate items each month to 
be given to the Harbor Light 
Shelter in Minneapolis.   
In September, St. John’s 
collected 74 bath towels that 
were donated to the Shelter. In October, our congre-
gation gave generously in providing travel-size tooth-
brushes, toothpaste and toiletries.  
 

Now in November, we hope to collect a multitude 
of socks, mittens, and gloves (hats welcome, too) for 
those coming to the shelter.  
 

Now 

Going Forward:  
December 2019—new or used blankets, and  
     sleeping bags 
January 2020—towels 
 

Thank you for all of your donations to this project! 

‘Blanket Sunday’  

On Sunday, November 10th, during the coffee time, 
the Community and Neighbor-
hood committee is inviting you to 
join us in making two (2) more  
blankets for Camp Noah. Camp 
Noah, (a program of Lutheran 
Social Services) is a camp for 
Children who have gone through some kind of  
trauma. Each child is given a new blanket take home. 
If you can “tie knots,” you can help us. 
 

Page Backpack Program 
 

Don’t forget your food for the Justice Page School 
backpack. You also can donate money so we can  
purchase the food items we may be short of. You also 
can donate money so we can purchase the food items 
we may be short of. Aldi, Cub, or Target gift cards are 
welcome as well.  
 

Food to gather before November 21 includes:  

     cereal: Cheerios, Rice Krispies and Mini Wheats 
     peanut butter 
     tuna and chicken 
     chunky soup/stew, ravioli 
     boxed dried noodle soup 
     canned fruits and vegetables  
     applesauce 
     mac and cheese                 
     brown rice 
 

Thank you for your food gifts.   

Missionary Circle 
 

Daniel Ruth, Executive Director of 
Lutheran Partners in Global Ministry 
will be speaking to the Circle at their 
meeting on Wednesday, November 
6. All are welcome to this program  
at 12:30 in St. John’s Lounge. If you 
would like to learn more about  the 

work of Missionary Circle, come at noon on Wednes-
day and bring a bag lunch if you wish...and/or talk 
with a Circle member!  
 

JoAnn Christoferson (chair), Sonja Ashner, Bonnie Conrad, 
Louise Carlson, Deborah Dunham, Vicky Ercolani, Bea  
Hasselmann, Sharon Koschak, Diane Rooney, Marj Sethna,  
Betty Shannon, Elaine Taylor, Jeanne Tuvey 

Building Resilient 
Communities:   
A Monday Night Mental 
Health Speaker Series 
 
 

 

Monday, November 11, 2019 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church TC, 4100 Lyndale Ave S 
Light supper at 5:45 p.m.  
Presentation from 6:30-8:00 p.m. 
 

Creating Caring Faith Communities:  
 

Speaker, Community Speaker, NAMI Minnesota  
 

 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Twin Cities (Minneapolis 
campus) and St. Joan of Arc Catholic Community host 
a monthly mental health presentation with varying  
topics/ speakers on the 2nd Monday of every month.  
All are welcome to attend! No registration necessary. 
Participant certificates for 1.5 hours are available for 
mental health professionals and students. 
 
 

This Building Resilient Communities series will focus on  
creating a shared understanding of mental illness,  
personal and community resilience, and how we  
can respond and support individuals living with mental  
illness, chronic stress, or facing overwhelming experi-
ences. A resilient community is one that promotes 
hope, healing, and wellness in all its members.  
   

Together, we do this.  
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CHI      RHO CENTER MEMBERSHIP... 

Get connected!  Contact Ann in the office for an  
invitation to sign up for access to our online member-
ship directory through Breeze. View and edit your own 
profile, view calendar, and explore this new tool for 
ministries of St. John’s.   

Online Member Directory 

     Events Calendar 

                Communication 

                       Giving     

                              and more... 

In the summer of 2019, Wayzata Community Church 
(WCC) held 8 weeks of youth programming at Chi 
Rho. They are interested in continuing the relationship 
with Chi Rho going forward, including investing in 
new facilities to allow them to increase their youth 
ministry. In August WCC presented a plan for growth 
that includes facilities improvements over the course 
of several years. In October the Chi Rho taskforce met 
with WCC to discuss their plan and talk about next 
steps. 

The taskforce recommended 
following a parallel path that  
includes a two year contract for 
youth programming at Chi Rho 
while continuing to discuss a 
long term partnership between  
St. John’s and WCC. Under the 

terms of that partnership, WCC would invest in  
additional facilities at Chi Rho and expand their youth 
ministry program. The details of that partnership are 
still to be determined and would be built on the 
assumption that the WCC ministry at Chi Rho aligns 
with St John’s vision for the camp.  
 

As we consider a partnership with WCC, St John’s will 
engage our congregation in articulating a vision for Chi 
Rho. Please look for upcoming visioning events. We 
would like everyone’s participation is developing this 
vision! 
 

Lori Johnson, chair, WCC-Chi Vision Team  

WCC-Chi Rho Vision Team  

November 2nd, 7:30pm 

Wayzata Community Church 
125 Wayzata Blvd., Wayzata, MN 

55391 

Pre-concert lecture on the history and signifi-

cance of Mozart's Requiem at 6:30pm 

November Highlights:  

Our November is very quiet at the moment! 
 

We have one small group of  youth and chaperones, 
totaling around 20 people, attending on November 15
-16. This event with group sessions and activities for 
the youth is set up by a local church in Cokato MN 
through Pastor Jon Thorson.  
  

Our last committee meeting was based on what we 
can do going forward with the lodge amenities and 
upgrading over time the look of the kitchen and  
furniture of the rooms to accommodate guests well 
during the stay. 
 

  
We also are looking to improve windows in steps 
for better operation as some of them are falling apart 
around the frames and able to be used. other steps  
are grounds and other wear tear around the camp.  
An ongoing process to be done over time and finding  
the finances to complete these objectives! 
 

David Helm 

Chi Rho Center Manager 
Annandale, Minnesota   
(320) 274-8307 
 

 

 

The National Lutheran Choir 
returns to the West Metro with 
the annual All Saints program --  
music sung at the time of year the 
church honors the "saintly" loved 
ones who have died. Memorial 
names submitted by the audience 

flow across the screens as the Choir sings Arvo Pärt's 
haunting Beatitudes. Then comes the fiery passion of 
W.A. Mozart's timeless Requiem, with orchestra and  
soloists: one of the true keystones of the classical  
music repertoire.  
 

 
 

This program is a meaningful experience of remem-
brance and soul-stirring music. Don’t miss it!  
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About Our People... 
                                             

We pray for: 
 

Ones in need of healing, comfort, encouragement or sustaining care:  
†  Amy Arens, Margery Arens, Jeff Carlson, Dona Collins, Shirley Foerster,  
    Irvin Gebhardt, Nancy Hacker, Debra Jacobs, Anna Koosman, Sharon  
    Kunz, Ken Marsh, Jane McDonald, Jane McNaughton, John McWatters,    
    Violet Raymond, Sara Reineke, Diane Ristrom, Mike Schlagel, Norleen  
    Schmidt, Susan Stagg, Rhonda Stanley, Oly Stromberg, Gloria Swanson,  
    Bruce Walker, and others held in our hearts and known by God. 
       

Ones mourning loss:  
†  The family and friends of Margaret Thompson, long-time St. John’s 
    member, who passed away on October 14th. A memorial service for  
    Margaret is being planned for January 4, 2020 at St. John’s.  

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

                             Please let the church office know if you would like                                             
                                  to share information with the congregation. 
                 
 
 
 

                 Callers to St. John’s have the option to talk with or leave messages for individual staff, 
                                  Child Care or Chi Rho by choosing one of these eight prompts: 
 

         1. Church Office/Ann Paulson              5. Joseph Sahai 
         2. Pastor Mark                                        6. Bookkeeper  
         3. Kira Winter                                        7. Dave Helm, Chi Rho Manager 
         4.         8. Tina Shear, Child Care Director           
                             

         Note: there have been some changes to the order of prompts now with our new phone system.    

      Happy Birthday! 

2  Warner Northrup 

 Dylan Noaman 

3  Angelina Stromberg 

6 Lilianna Micco 

10 Ann Paulson 

11 Bridget Jacques-Fricke 

 Clara Willette  

14   Pearl Johnson 

         Elizabeth Roe 

16  Becky Falk 

18  Louise Carlson 

  Suzanne Jebe 

22  Carole Birch  

25    Ken Marsh 
 

 Happy Anniversary! 
 

14   Brian and Carleen  
         Lensch 

Happy Thanksgiving! 
 

 

 

  
 

 

    If your birthdate and/or  
anniversary has been  

inadvertently omitted or is  
incorrect, please forgive us,  
then call the church office  

at 612-827-4406. 
Thank you! 

St. John’s is a Reconciling in Christ congregation that celebrates and cares for all people.  

As followers of Christ, who calls us to reconciliation and wholeness through baptism, the  
members of St. John’s Lutheran Church welcome all who are seeking God. We affirm that  

this reconciliation extends to people of all gender identities and sexual orientations. We welcome  
members of the LGBTQ+ community as well as those who may have been excluded because of 

other human distinctions. We strive to live as a welcoming people in our life together and our 
outreach to the community. Our doors are open. Come as you are. You belong.  

  You can reach the church office at 612-827-4406 or  
              communications@stjohnsmpls.org 
   Email Pastor Mark at pastortiede@stjohnsmpls.org  

 

 

“Dear Lord, today may all my words be sweet and  
 tender, because tomorrow I may have to eat them.”  
                               - Shared by Betty Shannon, St. John’s Prayer Chain coordinator  

November 
Celebrations 

Moments of  Generosity  

Saying "Thanks" is a stewardship of relationship. We cannot say 

"Thank you" too many times to one another.  Thank YOU for  

nurturing a culture of generosity and peace in Minneapolis.  

    New Member Sunday—December 1    
    Information session later in November    



Information 
Church Office .................. 612-827-4406 
Church Office Fax  ......... 612-827-0574 
Child Care Center  .......... 612-827-1237 
Chi Rho Center  .............. 320-274-8307 
Church Office email:  
communications@stjohnsmpls.org  
Website: www.stjohnsmpls.org 
Facebook: .www.facebook.com/                                             
                  StJohnsMpls 
 

Parish Staff 
 

PASTOR 
Mark Tiede 
 

DIRECTOR OF WORSHIP &  
MUSIC MINISTRY 
Kira Winter 
 

ASSISTANT FOR MINISTRY 
Ann Paulson 
 

ORGANIST 
Peder Flaten 
 

 

BOOKKEEPER 
Patty Smith 

CUSTODIANS 
Joseph Sahai (day) 
Larry Fraser (summer Sundays/events) 
Ben Gebhardt (Sundays/events) 
Mill City Cleaning (Child Care) 
 

CHILD CARE DIRECTOR 
Tina Shear 

CHI RHO CENTER MANAGER 
David Helm 
 

Church Council 
Lori Johnson, President  
Jennifer Burdick, Vice President 
Patrick Coveney, Secretary 
Jim Gambucci 
Tamara Gebhardt 
Bea Hasselmann 
Ann Paulson 
Jeanne Tuvey 
Clara Willette  
Susan Zabel, Treasurer 

                                           THE  MESSENGER      

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
4842 Nicollet Avenue 

Minneapolis, MN  55419 

                                  St. John’s Lutheran Church  
                 A Reconciling in Christ (RIC) congregation of the  
                 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).  
 
 

 

             Our Mission:  
 

   Fueled by Christ’s redeeming love, St. John’s is called into a joyful life of  
   welcoming hospitality, grace-filled worship, transformational relationships,  
   and Gospel-driven service in the world. 
 

                                            Our Core Values:   
 

                                                    Welcoming 
                Celebrating and caring for all people. Our doors are open.  

          You belong. Come as you are. 
 

                                                 Worshiping 
             Gathering together to joyfully thank God in prayer and      
             praise for Jesus, who calls us, centers us, and sends us  
             into the world. 
                                  Healing 
             Reflecting God’s unconditional grace and love by walking 

          together through the joys and pains of life. 
 

                                                Serving 
             Gratefully responding to the needs of the world with the  

          abilities God has gifted us. 
 
     Our Vision for the Future: 
                     A vibrant community living faith boldly 
 

   

Sunday Morning Worship Hour 10:00 a.m.  

Nursery care is provided. 

Traditional worship that is joyful and welcoming to all.  

ELCA Presiding Bishop:                Bishop Elizabeth Eaton 

Minneapolis Area Synod Bishop:                         Bishop Ann Svennungsen  


