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The Messenger

  SUMMER SUNDAY WORSHIP   

               9:30 A.M.     

FAREWELL, SAM!   
 

St. John’s is preparing to bid its farewell to Sam 
and Megan Myhre Grace on Sunday, July 21, 
which will be Sam’s last day as St. John’s Director 
of Worship and Music Ministry.  He will begin 
work this fall toward a doctorate in conducting at 
Indiana University.  
 
Worship and Membership committees are working together to help plan 
for worship and a reception following our service on that Sunday. Please 
invite one another and those you know who may want to be here on July 
21 to join in this farewell for Sam and Megan.   
 

We are so grateful for all the ways that you have served among us these 
past few years, Sam. You have taught us so much; brought out more of 
our own gifts; encouraged all who try; and shown us a strong, wise, and 
compassionate spirit. Megan, we so appreciate the gifts you have shared 
with us as well...your joy, your warmth, your voice…. And C.J., we will 
miss your loving, happy presence in the office, too!  
 

We love you, and you will be so missed. But we are also excited for your 
future, and for all you are yet to become and to accomplish. This is most  
certainly true!  

 
NEW COUNCIL MEMBERS,  

CONGREGATION PRESIDENT ELECTED 
 

Lori Johnson has been elected by the Council to be our 
congregation president for 2019-2020. Jennifer Burdick 
will continue as vice-president, Patrick Coveney as secre-
tary, and Susan Zabel as treasurer.  
 

Lori, Tamara Gebhardt, and Jeanne Tuvey were elected 
to 3-year terms and Clara Willette was elected to a 2-year term on the 
Council at the June 9 annual congregation meeting.  
 

A heartfelt thank you to St. John’s outgoing Council members: Oly 
Stromberg, Eric Willette, Debra Jacobs, and Sarah Tellijohn.  
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JULY 

LECTIONARY 

  
  July 14 
 

 Pentecost 5 
 

 
 

Deuteronomy 30:9-14 
Psalm 25:1-10 

Colossians 1:1-14 
Luke 10:25-37 

thoughts from Pastor Mark...  

 
  
 July 28 
 

 Pentecost 7  
 
 

 

Genesis 18:20-32 
Psalm 138 

Colossians 2:6-15[16-19] 
Luke 11:1-13 

  
 July 21 
 

 Pentecost 6 
 

 
 

 

Genesis 18:1-10a 
Psalm 15 

Colossians 1:15-28 
Luke 10:38-42 

 
  July 7  
 

Pentecost 4 
 
 

 

Isaiah 66:10-14 
Psalm 66:1-9 

Galatians 6:[1-6]7-16 
Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 

                            To paraphrase a former colleague, churches spin a lot of plates. As a  

                            pastor I am a jack of many trades:  From being a leader of worship, to   

                            assistant coffee maker, to offering counsel, or giving pastoral care, to  

administering Sacraments to homebound, from giving advice to offering spiritual coaching, 

from being the head of staff of approximately 45 employees to also being one of those  

employees. You all have me thinking, planning, conversing, studying, and managing a lot 

of different things all the time. And I love it all! I’d have it no other way! My role is to spin 

a lot of plates. While it is true that our corpus (the Latin word for body—as in Corpus 

Christi = the body of Christ—aka church) of worshippers puts us in the small congregation 

size, it is also true that the reach of this corpus’ “ministry arms” is much longer than other 

churches our same size! And I pray you are all very proud of that fact! Because our minis-

try reaches further into the world than many other churches (some even larger than we), 

this means that the committees, as well as I and all of the staff who serve you and/or this 

congregation’s various ministries ought to be spinning a lot of plates all the time. For we 

are all seeking to achieve that ministry to which God is calling us. Therefore the spinning 

of plates is a good thing! 
 

Sometimes though, the spinning can be tough. Preparing funerals for people we love is 

emotionally hard at times. Visiting people in the hospital is hard at times. Saying goodbye 

to people, places, and colleagues is hard at times. And, speaking just for me, the hardest 

plates needing to be spun on an emotional level for me are forming search committees for 

interviewing candidates who will replace remarkably gifted and talented colleagues. You 

all know that Samuel Grace will be leaving St. John’s to pursue a doctoral degree program 

at the University of Indiana. Sam (and Megan) will be sorely missed. Save the date for  

Sunday, July 21, which will be Sam’s last Sunday. Adding to that sadness, we now say our 

goodbyes to St. John’s Director of Children, Youth and Family ministry, Amy Mihelich. 

Amy has taken a new job as the Sacristan for Luther Seminary. This is a remarkable honor 

for Amy and an opportunity she could not pass up. Congratulations, Amy! And thank you 

for a job remarkably well done! You will be missed!  
 

And yet there are more plates we’ve been spinning: back in May we said farewell to our 

bookkeeper Barbara and reacquainted ourselves with previous bookkeepers, Stacy Klucas 

and Angela Lee—but only for the month of June while we searched for and interviewed a 

new bookkeeper. All of this really set our plates a-spinning! Search committees were 

formed for the positions of Bookkeeper and Director of Worship and Music, interviews 

were held and I am thrilled to announce that BOTH positions have been filled. I am thrilled 

to announce that Sarah Sarset has already started as St. John’s Bookkeeper. We are so very 

grateful for Sarah’s skills! Then, I am also overjoyed to announce that we have filled the 

position of Director of Worship and Music. Now I realize that some of you already know 

who the person is, but I have been asked to not yet print/publish the name as there are some 

steps still needed to be taken with the new person’s existing job.  I can tell you that the new 

Director of Worship and Music ministry will start in the office the week of July 22 and first 

Sunday will be August 11. Now, we will spin another plate as we form a new Search com-

mittee in the coming days to explore a new Director of Children, Youth and Family. 
 

I am grateful to Congregational Treasurer Susan Zabel for her wisdom as we prepared for 

the bookkeeper interviews and to Tina Shear for her participation in the interviews. I then 

want to say a word of profound gratitude to Vicky Ercolani, Mark Gebhardt, Ann Paulson,  

Steve Bubul, and Ron Hasselmann for being the search committee who, during a two- week 

period of June, scheduled six interviews of remarkably qualified and talented applicants.  
 

And some think that in the summer things at church are slow… psha!  God never takes the 

summer off! Rather, God continues to call, form, mold, and empower God’s people to get 

about doing God’s work. And as long as God continues to move, and call people to new 

ministry, the spinning shall continue… Thanks be to God! 
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ST. JOHN’S STAFF—BOOKKEEPER  
 

We welcome Sarah Sarset as a new member of St. 
John’s office staff!  Sarah began her work as book-
keeper for St. John’s on June 17. We look forward  
to her work with us in the office on Mondays and 
Thursdays.    
 

We are especially grateful to Stacy Klucas and Angela 
Lee for the patient help and support they have  
provided for St. John’s during the accounting staff 
and system transitions this past year.   
 

Thank you to this congregation, 
as well, for your kindness,  
patience, trust, and helpfulness 
through all of the changes!   

CHI RHO VISION TEAM  

Wayzata Community Church / St. John’s  
Lutheran Church – Chi Rho partnership update 
 

The Wayzata Community Church (WCC) has 8 weeks 
of camp programming at Chi Rho in the summer of 
2019. There will be over 450 WCC kids in grade school, 
junior high and high school that will attend camp.   
 

There is a taskforce that is exploring partnership oppor-
tunities between WCC and St. John’s. This taskforce 
includes Bob Holden, Jennifer Belz, Loren Teig, Lori 
Johnson, Susan Zabel and Pastor Mark. The goal of the 
taskforce is to determine what a long-term partnership 
between St. John’s and WCC could look like. 
 
 

On June 15 there was a WCC / St. John’s meeting at 
Chi Rho that was attended by Bob, Lori and Loren 
along with several representatives of WCC. We were 
there when 60 junior high campers arrived. It was great 
to see the energy and excitement! At that meeting we 
talked about next steps in this process. WCC is bringing 
a facility consultant out to Chi Rho on June 19, 20. The 
consultant will prepare a plan that shows WCC’s vision 
for the camp. That will be presented to the taskforce at 
the July meeting. 
 
 

At the same time, there is an opportunity for the St. 
John’s congregation to do our own brainstorming  
about Chi Rho’s future and how that represents the  
mission and vision of St. John’s. An adult forum is  
being planned for Sunday, July 14 to get input from  
the congregation on that vision.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ultimately, the decision to enter into a long-term part-
nership with WCC, and what that partnership looks like, 
depend on our common vision. If you are interested, 
consider attending the adult forum  or reaching out to a 
taskforce member with your ideas. This is our oppor-
tunity to dream big – and see where that takes us! 

   An adult forum is planned for  
   Sunday, July 14 to get input from  
   the congregation on that vision. 

JOHN NORRIS SCHOLARSHIP  

Dear St. John’s Lutheran Church,  
 

I’m writing on behalf of Augsburg students to say 
thank you for giving to scholarships. It’s a special feel-
ing to know that someone we don’t know is helping 
us and encouraging us to achiee our dreams.  
 

I hope you wll enjoy this photo of the St. John’s  
Lutheran church—John Norria Memorial Scholarship 
[representatives]. It was taken at the spring music  
recital where donors and their scholarship recipients 
are recognized. We hope you can come next year.  
 

On behalf of the whole Augsburg community, and 
especially all the scholarship recipients, thank you so 
much.  

Sincerely,  
Emily Vang –’21 
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St. John Lutheran Church,  
I greatly appreciate your help when my daughter and I 
were experiencing a crisis.  
God bless 
Sincerely,  
Michelle and Angel McCarroll  

The TRUST Faith Community Nurse Program  
combines the efforts of a faith community nurse and 
skilled, committed volunteers who are willing to provide 
one-on-one visitation to people in difficult times in their 
lives.  
  
The faith community nurse and 
volunteers are able to listen and 
provide support and resources to 
those in need. This program does 
not involve administering medica-
tion, changing dressings, or other 
invasive medical care.  

 
The Faith Community Nurse Program offers:  
 

 Spiritual support — promotes understanding  
      of spiritual wellness as it relates to emotional and  
      physical well-being 
 

 Education — provides information on health  
      issues through workshops, individual counseling,  
      and teaching of healthy lifestyles within congrega- 
      tions and the community 
 

 Health advocacy — provides visitation in homes 
and other health settings 

 

 Resources and referrals  — assists with locating 
appropriate resources in the community 

 

 

 Support — available to assist people in times of 
crisis in their lives 

 

 Volunteer coordination — trains and supports 
volunteers with medical backgrounds to provide 
home visitations   

 
How to become a volunteer:  
The TRUST Faith Community Nurse Program is  
looking for people with medical backgrounds who can 
do skilled assessments and are willing to volunteer 2-3 
hours a month. Volunteers receive training, supervision 
and ongoing education.  
 
Contact Ann Dunagan, TRUST Faith Community 
Nurse, at 612-822-2394 or parishnurse@trustinc.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TRUST Interim Executive Director: 

The TRUST Board of Directors has announced a 
change at TRUST.  As of May 14, 2019, Ann  
Dunagan has been appointed Interim Executive  
Director. She will continue as half time Parish Nurse 
as well.  
 

The search for a new Executive Director will begin 
soon. The programs will continue as they have for  
the past year with the current staff and budget.  
Questions or concerns may be directed to the TRUST 
office at 612-827-6159, TRUST@trustinc.org.  

Loaves & Fishes 

Monday, July 22, 5:00 p.m. 

Volunteers from St. John’s are needed to serve the 
evening meal on July 22 for the many guests of 
Loaves & Fishes at St. Stephen’s on Clinton Avenue. 

Please contact the church office or 
Marlene Holden (612-927-6369) if you 
would like to help. You will be very 
much appreciated!   

FLOWERS IN WORSHIP are one of the ways we  

express our love and gratitude for 
people who have blessed our lives, 
or the joy we feel in celebrating a 
milestone.  
 

You may offer a sponsorship by 
adding your name to the flower 
chart on the fellowship lobby  

bulletin board or by contacting the church office.  
 

The current cost for two matching bouquets is $50;  
a single, somewhat larger bouquet will vary in price  
depending on the arrangement (typically $35-$50).    

HONORING OUR NEIGHBOR’S FAITH: A Lutheran 
Perspective on Faith Traditions in America is the 
current focus of ‘Bible Study & More’ with Pastor 
Mark on Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m., continuing this 
month on July 10, 17, 24, and 31 in St. John’s 
Lounge.  All are welcome to join the conversation! 
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About Our People... 
 

We pray for: 
 

Ones in need of healing, comfort, encouragement or sustaining care:  
†  Mike Anderson, Amy Arens, Margery Arens, Jeff Carlson, Taichi Chen,  
    Darrell & Barb Christoferson, Dharampaul, Vicky Ercolani, Shirley  
    Foerster, Nancy Hacker, Debra Jacobs, Anna Koosman, Sharon Kunz,  
    Jane McDonald, Jane McNaughton, James Otto, Violet Raymond, Sara May  
    Reineke, Norleen Schmidt, Diane Shea, Susan Stagg, Rhonda Stanley, Oly  
    Stromberg, Margaret Thompson, Bruce Walker, Tammy Wilde, and others  
    held in our hearts and known by God. 
       

Ones mourning loss:  
†   Mark, Tamara, Elsa and Ben Gebhardt; at the passing of Mark’s mother,  
     Lillian, on June 16 in Eureka, SD  
†   Family and friends of Betty Johnson, whose memorial service was held at  
     St. John’s on June 25.  
†   Deborah Dunham, at the passing of her brother, James Otto, on June 21 in  
     Wheaton, MN. 
 

Ones celebrating marriage:  
†   Blake Anderson and Bonnie Zwissler, married at St. John’s on June 8, 2019 
 

Ones receiving the gift of baptism: 
†   Memphis Alexander Yard, son of Christopher and Tracy Yard, baptized at  
     St. John’s on June 2, 2019 
†   Makena Jade Gerken, daughter of John and Jennifer Gerken and sister of  
     Violet, baptized at St. John’s on June 9, 2019 

 

                             Please let the church office know if you would like                                             
                                  to share information with the congregation. 
                 
 
 
 

                 Callers to St. John’s have the option to talk with or leave messages for individual staff, 
                                  Child Care or Chi Rho by choosing one of these eight prompts: 
 

         1. Church Office/Ann Paulson              5. Joseph Sahai 
         2. Pastor Mark                                        6. Sarah Sarset, Bookkeeper  
         3. Sam Grace                                          7. Dave Helm, Chi Rho Manager 
         4.         8. Tina Shear, Child Care Director           
                             

         Note: there have been some changes to the order of prompts now with our new phone system.    

 

 

 

   Happy Birthday! 
 

       1  Jennifer Ryan 

       6 Lisa Vollmer 

       8  Marjorie Sethna 

       9 Betty Shannon 

     19   Henry Niermann 

     22 Eleanor Willette 

     24 Grant Johnson 

     27 Jeff Carlson 

     29 Bergit Nerheim Mars 

           Alicia Nordstrom  

  

 

 Happy  

Anniversary! 
   

 7  Robert & Marlene  
     Holden 
 

 8  Christopher & Tracy  
     Yard 
 

 9   Ron & Bonnie Conrad 

11  Patrick & Leah Coveney 

 
 

                            

 
  

If your birthdate and/or  
anniversary has been  

inadvertently omitted or is  
incorrect, please forgive us,  
then call the church office  

at 612-827-4406. 
Thank you! 

St John’s is a Reconciling in Christ congregation that celebrates and cares for all people.  

As followers of Christ, who calls us to reconciliation and wholeness through baptism, the 

members of St. John’s Lutheran Church welcome all who are seeking God. We affirm that 

this reconciliation extends to people of all gender identities and sexual orientations. We  

welcome members of the LGBTQ+ community as well as those who may have been excluded 

because of other human distinctions. We strive to live as a welcoming people in our life togeth-

er and our outreach to the community. Our doors are open. Come as you are. You belong.  

  You can reach the church office at 612-827-4406 or  
              communications@stjohnsmpls.org 
   Email Pastor Mark at pastortiede@stjohnsmpls.org  

 

 



Information 
Church Office ................. 612-827-4406 
Church Office Fax  ........ 612-827-0574 
Child Care Center  .......... 612-827-1237 
Chi Rho Center  .............. 320-274-8307 
Church Office email:  
communications@stjohnsmpls.org  
Website: www.stjohnsmpls.org 
Facebook: .www.facebook.com/                                             
                  StJohnsMpls 
 

Parish Staff 
 

PASTOR 
Mark Tiede 
 

DIRECTOR OF WORSHIP &  
MUSIC MINISTRY 
Samuel Grace 
 

ASSISTANT FOR MINISTRY 
Ann Paulson 
 

ORGANIST 
Peder Flaten 
 

BOOKKEEPER 
Sarah Sarset 

CUSTODIANS 
Joseph Sahai (day) 
Larry Fraser (summer Sundays/event) 
Mill City Cleaning (Child Care) 
 

CHILD CARE DIRECTOR 
Tina Shear 

CHI RHO CENTER MANAGER 
David Helm 
 

Church Council 
Lori Johnson, President  
Jennifer Burdick, Vice President 
Patrick Coveney, Secretary 
Jim Gambucci 
Tamara Gebhardt 
Bea Hasselmann 
Ann Paulson 
Jeanne Tuvey 
Clara Willette  
Susan Zabel, Treasurer 

                                           THE  MESSENGER                   

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
4842 Nicollet Avenue 

Minneapolis, MN  55419 

                                  St. John’s Lutheran Church  
                 A Reconciling in Christ (RIC) congregation of the  
                 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).  
 
 
 

             Our Mission:  
 

   Fueled by Christ’s redeeming love, St. John’s is called into a joyful life of  
   welcoming hospitality, grace-filled worship, transformational relationships,  
   and Gospel-driven service in the world. 
 

                                            Our Core Values:   
 

                                                    Welcoming 
                Celebrating and caring for all people. Our doors are open.  

          You belong. Come as you are. 
 

                                                 Worshiping 
             Gathering together to joyfully thank God in prayer and      
             praise for Jesus, who calls us, centers us, and sends us  
             into the world. 
                                  Healing 
             Reflecting God’s unconditional grace and love by walking 

          together through the joys and pains of life. 
 

                                                Serving 
             Gratefully responding to the needs of the world with the  

          abilities God has gifted us. 
 
     Our Vision for the Future: 
                     A vibrant community living faith boldly 
 

   

Summer Worship Hour 9:30 a.m.  

Nursery care is provided. 

Traditional worship that is joyful and welcoming to all.  

ELCA Presiding Bishop:                Bishop Elizabeth Eaton 

Minneapolis Area Synod Bishop:                         Bishop Ann Svennungsen  


