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Ash Wednesday 

March 6  -  6 p.m. 

Service of Holy Communion  

For years I (Pastor Mark) have referred to Lent as a journey for the Christian. We begin  
on Ash Wednesday hearing that we are dust and to dust we shall return and end in Holy 
Week, retelling the story of Christ’s betrayal, arrest, trial, beating, crucifixion, death and 
ultimately his resurrection on Easter morning. But recently, a colleague and friend of mine 
said emphatically, “Lent is NOT a journey. It is a season.” I suppose he’s right. After all, a 
journey implies our  movement. Lent is not so much a journey as it is a continual unfolding 
event in and around the lives of worshiping/practicing followers of Jesus.   
 

According to an article I recently read on the BBC religious webpage, Lent is indeed a sea-
son within the church liturgical calendar when the altar, pulpit, flags, banners, and stoles all 
don the color “purple for two reasons: first because it is associated with mourning and so 
anticipates the pain and suffering of the crucifixion, and second, because purple is the color 
associated with royalty and thus celebrates Christ's resurrection and sovereignty.”  
 

So, once again this year the Lenten Worship services will be contemplative in nature. Soup 
is served (free will offering) at 5:00-5:45 p.m. in the fellowship hall, and worship starts at 6 
p.m. in the chapel.  

Encountering the Cross of Christ: 
March 13  Be not Afraid:        Come to the Cross of Christ  
                                                                      without Fear 
March 20  Be Still and Know:       Come to the Cross of Christ  
                                                                       and Be Still in God’s Embrace 
March 27  A Heart of Flesh:                   Come to the Cross of Christ  
                                                                      with an Open Heart  
                                                                       and Be Cleansed and Renewed 
April 3     Healer of our Every Ill:       Come to the Cross of Christ  
                                                                       to Be  Healed, Forgiven,  
                                                                       and Set Free to Serve 
April 10   Christ our Peace:                     Come to the Cross of Christ  
                                                                      Who Has Already Come to You  
                                                                       and Be in Christ’s Peace 
 

Each week worshippers will enter the worship space in silence and in near darkness and  
wait. We will sing a little, hear readings, pray together, sit in intentionally long moments  
of silence, and bask in the peace and presence of Christ. I sincerely hope you come and  
have a deeply moving experience of Encountering the Cross of Christ, a continual unfolding  
event in the lives of followers of Jesus. 

   THE SEASON 
    

    Imposition of Ashes 

Encountering the Cross 
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MARCH 

LECTIONARY 

March 6  
Ash Wednesday 
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 

2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

Psalm 51:1-17 

March 10 
Lent 1 

Deuteronomy 26:1-11 
Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16 
Romans 10:8b-13 

Luke 4:1-13 

March 17 
Lent 2 

Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 
Psalm 27 

Philippians 3:17-4:1 
Luke 13:31-35 

March 24 
Lent 3 

Isaiah 55:1-9 
Psalm 63:1-8 

1 Corinthians 10:1-13 
Luke 13:1-9 

 

BIBLE STUDIES with Pastor 
Mark will not meet during Lent.    

March 3 
Transfiguration 
Exodus 34:29-35 

Psalm 99 
2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2 

Luke 9:28-43a 

March 31 
Lent 4 

          Joshua 5:9-12 
Psalm 32 

2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

thoughts from Pastor Mark...  
February 21 at 9:25 AM  [Feb. 20, 9:55 AM here]  
 

I am currently sitting alone in a guest house near the airport in Chennai, India 
cleaning up, grabbing a bite, and getting ready to make my way to the airport by  
10 PM for my flight at 2 AM local time. 
 

I am finding this moment to be a little lonely. On the one hand, I greatly miss my 
wife and family and excited to get home. On the other hand, I also miss my travel 
companions from LPGM and all the people I met while in this remarkable, some-
how familiar(?) yet also new-in-every-way land. 
 

All that I experienced is rather difficult to process- especially when I consider  
that I was only in-country for about nine days. The level of gracious hospitality, 
warmth of welcome, and sincere sadness of our hosts whenever we departed for  
a new location was unexpectedly emotional — each time. The daily hardship many 
live with every. single. day. is difficult to see and even more difficult to put into 
words. And in the midst of a people who have no power, or wealth, or education, 
or opportunity, we saw hope, joy, happiness, respect, dignity, honor, valor, 
strength, depth of character, and profound love. (My eyes just welled up  
re-reading the truth of what I just wrote...) 
 

India is a country that will fill ALL of your senses. One sees everything from  
vibrant colors in saris on the women and flowers on the trees to abject poverty 
and the injustice of the caste and justice system. One will hear the incessant  
blaring of vehicle horns 24/7, a Muslim call to prayer, children laughing, bartering 
in the market places, and a stupid barking dog that will NOT SHUT UP 
(WINSTON, how the heck did you get to India?!?). One will taste the powerful 
flavors of curry, peppers, onions, garlic, but also bug spray and dirt. One will smell 
the open sewers, smoke, and body odor (including your own), but also the aromas 
of cooking, incense, and the ubiquitous flowers. And one will touch the out-
stretched sticky hands of children wanting/needing to be seen and loved, and the 
calloused hands of men working for pennies, and hard hands of women who work 
harder still — and for even less. 
 

This country will break your heart and at the same time leave an indelible imprint 
on your soul— and you will be longing to return before you even leave; which is 
exactly where I am emotionally right now. 
 

I am forever grateful for Lutheran Partners in Global Ministry (LPGM) for the 
opportunity of seeing firsthand all that you are accomplishing with and amongst 
people in India who, without your partnership, would quite literally have no 
boarding homes, no schools, no Quo Vadis interreligious Center, no Lebanon 
weaving center (employment) and home for “dismissed” wives and their children, 
no Community College and and and….  
 

LPGM, besides the people in the congregations I serve, I have never been more 
proud to serve with you. Thank you for doing all that you do and the manner in 
which you do it!  
 
Vanakkam  

https://www.facebook.com/mark.tiede/posts/10216966467569816?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAt-aQ_EluR1M4JayUcjudEDsESV-imkVMmTwaQUxoenOp8em1XvQwPY90VD96GcR2RrZct4doQy43zHcMTVTbk5Ew39AMJry6RcAdKlwDjxI2LlC6k89gQ9RGnpXsPmLa6Ly2MzulCPx4SSmpwVU83DmKuykaFPW83CobzKPKPGTDh6ifno
https://www.facebook.com/lutheranpartners/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARBSFwzXjxoKP7wfL5BbokHHEOa5hASL2UEdFmWb32SFZ6Tb55a30AJLNL41ea-HTZ4rWnx4eqCys92I&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAt-aQ_EluR1M4JayUcjudEDsESV-imkVMmTwaQUxoenOp8em1XvQwPY90VD96GcR2RrZct4doQy43zHcMTVTbk
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Ash Wednesday is March 6!  We will gather in  

worship at 6:00 p.m. in the sanctuary for a service of  
Holy Communion and the imposition of ashes.   
 

Lenten Midweek Services will begin on 
Wednesday, March 13. This year’s theme will 
be “Encountering the Cross of Christ” and will  
feature contemplative liturgies from the series, Holden 
Prayer Around the Cross. A soup/supper meal will be  
provided each week during Lent from 5:00-5:45 with 30-
minute services in the chapel at 6:00 p.m. If you are able 
to assist in bringing a soup, side, or dessert for any of the 
meals, please contact the church office. 

WORSHIP & MUSIC  

From Holden Village…. 
 

excerpt from letter to Pastor  
Tiede and St. John’s 
 
“Thank you for hosting and participating Holden Evening 
Prayer Around the World (HEPAW) on February 6, 2019. 
You made it possible for many to worship together around 
the world, binding us closer to God’s word. As Holden 
supporters, we seek contemplation and community, draw-
ing strength from one another as we reaffirm our values as 
people who have been called, equipped, and sent on our 
mission of environmental stewardship and justice for all 
people…….” 
 
In Peace and all that is Good,  
Anne Gintz 
Director of Development 
Holden Village, Chelan, WA 
 
P.S.  Save the Date: HEPAW 2020 
        Wednesday, February 5 

St John’s Oratorio Chorus 
 

On Sunday, May 12 at 3 p.m., the Oratorio Chorus will  
be performing two stunning masterworks, Haydn’s  
Nicolaimesse and Mozart’s Coronation Mass in C (K.317). 
 

Rehearsals in preparation for this concert will be from 
6:30-8:30 p.m. at St. John’s on:  
-Sunday, March 24 
-Sunday, March 31 
-Sunday, April 7 
-Sunday, April 14 
-Thursday, April 25 
-Sunday, April 28 
-Thursday, May 2 
-Sunday, May 5 
-Thursday, May 9 (Rehearsal with Orchestra,  
                             7:00-9:30 p.m.) 
If you would like to sing in the Chorus or have other 
questions, please contact Director of Music Sam Grace. 

 Rehearsals—March Wednesdays 

 St. John’s Brass—March 20 & 27 
                                at 6:45 p.m.  
 

 St. John’s Choir—March 13, 20 & 27  
                                at 7:30 p.m. 
St. John’s Bells—TBD  

FOUNDATION 

Interested in Being a Part of the St John's  
Foundation Team? 
 

As a congregation, we have  
an incredible asset in our  
Foundation, which historically 
we've used as a "rainy day 
fund" and long-term invest-
ment strategy to provide  
endowed support for the future of the church. Each year, 
the Foundation helps fund the church's operating budget. 
As we've shared in the past few years, we think there's 
more the Foundation can do to advance our mission. 
(For details, see the PowerPoint presentation on the St. 
John's website -- stjohnsmpls.org/st-johns-foundation)  
 

We're are working on a proposal to bring to the  
congregation on how the Foundation could be more 
meaningful in the life of our church, as well as support 
our local community. We think it's an exciting time for 
the Foundation, and we're looking for additional mem-
bers of the congregation to join us. If you're interested in 
learning more, please let one of us know.   
 

Andy Tellijohn (andy@andrewtellijohn.com or  
612-702-5373), Matt Burdick, Julie Hurbanis,   
Pastor Mark 

http://www.stjohnsmpls.org/contact/
http://stjohnsmpls.org/st-johns-foundation
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CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND FAMILY  

Sunday School Schedule: 

*For children K-5th grade — we meet Sundays at 9:15 a.m. on the top floor of the building 

Sunday, March 3 — Gifts (The Wise Men — Matthew 2:1-12) 

Sunday, March 10 — Baptism (Jesus is Baptized — Luke 3:15-17 and  

                                  21-22) 

Sunday March 17 — Disciples (Many Follow Jesus — Luke 5:1-11,  

                                  6:12-16, 8:1-3) 

Sunday, March 24 — Belong (Jesus Blesses Children — Mark 10:13-16) 

Sunday, March 31 — No Sunday School (Minneapolis School District out for  
                                Spring Break) 
 

Brunch and Bible Study: 

*For high school students — we meet on Sundays after church till noon 

Sunday, March 3 — TRUST Youth event, so no Brunch and Bible Study 

Sunday, March 10 — Topic: Religion (Is “Spirituality” Enough?) 

Sunday March 17 — Topic: Jesus — The Revolution of Love 

Sunday, March 24 — Topic: What is Salvation? 

Sunday, March 31 — No Brunch and Bible Study (Minneapolis School District out for Spring Break) 

 

Adult Sunday School: 

St. John’s has started a new Bible Study during Sunday School! Meet in the Fellowship Hall around 9:15 a.m. to dig 
into the day’s Gospel text. This is a great place to continue exploring your faith, and an even better place to strength-
en relationships with mentors in the congregation.  
 

TRUST Youth: 

High school students! Join us after church on Sunday, March 3, for a Mardi Gras Party. We’ll leave  
St. John’s at 11:40 a.m.  and get to Union UCC by noon. We’ll feast together at a pancake brunch, 
followed by mask-making, a scavenger hunt, pancake relays, and a taboo competition. We’ll close  
with a short worship, and be back to St. John’s by 2:20 p.m. Please bring $5 for brunch and supplies.  
 

Homework House: 

Middle and high school students! Come hang out in the lounge on Tuesdays from 3-5 p.m. We have treats and tutors 
waiting for you. It’s a great space to work on homework, scholarship applications, or group projects. 
 

Friday Night Fun: YOGA NIGHT RETURNS TO ST. JOHN’S 

On Friday, March 15th, from 5:30-7 p.m., join us for a night of healthy food and exercise in the new year. Sarah  
Dutton from Mad Hatter Wellness will guide us through some family-friendly Yoga. Her organization’s mission is to 
“provide learning opportunities that empower people of all abilities with knowledge and skills to make joyful, healthy 
choices,” and that’s exactly what she’ll be helping us do on March 15th! We’ll also make pita pizzas, and we’ll have 
time for crafts and other activities. This is a free-will offering event. Wear comfortable clothes and bring a yoga mat if 
you have one! 
 

Events in March….. 
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COMMUNITY & NEIGHBORHOOD  

Justice Page Food Backpack Program   
 

Our amazing childcare families are partnering with us 
to replenish the food shelf at Justice Page Middle 
School. 
 
Justice Page Middle School  is very grateful for our of-
fer to replenish their family food shelf in March! This 
will be a blessing prior to Spring Break. 
 
The Spring Break food shelf drive is in addition to our 
regular drop off of 15 backpacks. 
 
Together with our childcare families, let’s restock the 
food shelf with: 
 
-Bagged rice 
-Bagged beans 
-Applesauce 
-Canned fruit 
-Pasta Noodles 
-Mac and Cheese 
-Ravioli 
-Spaghetti Sauce 
 
We ask that donations be in by Sunday 3/17. 

STEWARDSHIP 
 

Moments of  Generosity  

The CAN committee sends a message of gratitude 
to All Members for their stewardship of time, 
money and food donations to Page Middle School 
families. 

MEMBERSHIP 

Chili Cook-Off...the winner(s) are….! 
 

Thank you to all the wonderful cooks, kitchen helpers, 
dish washers, chili pourers and anyone 
who participated in the 3rd St. John's 
Chili Cook-Off on February 10! Bea 
Hasselmann was once again crowned 
(aproned?) the Top Chili Chef; seems  
we like our chili sweet!  
 

The contest raised approximately $240 which will go 
towards Bea & Ron Hasselmann's ministry of feeding 
chili to the homeless. We will do this again next Febru-
ary, so you have plenty of time to perfect your recipe!  
 

Thank you again to all, and congratulations, Bea! 

Loaves & Fishes—Monday, March 25, 5:00 p.m. 

Volunteers from St. John’s are needed to serve the even-
ing meal on March 25 for the guests of Loaves & Fishes 
at St. Stephen’s on Clinton Avenue. Please contact the 
church office or Marlene Holden (612-927-6369) if you 
are available to help. Thank you!   

Missionary Circle 
 

Missionary Circle will be learning 
about OneSight  -- a foundation 
that brings eye exams and glasses 
to people who lack access to  
vision care locally and around the 
world. Everyone is welcome to 
meet with the Circle at noon on Wednesday, March 6  
in the lounge at St. John's. Bring a bag lunch! Dessert is 
provided. 

https://onesight.org/?utm_expid=.5KcJtxqLTCSL4F9rHqKg7Q.0&utm_referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fonesight.org%2Ffaqs


THE  MESSENGER   PAGE  6   

 

 

CHILD CARE CENTER 

Come and Visit our 
Scholastic Book Fair  
March 19-21  
Tuesday thru Thursday 
7:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  
in St. John’s Lounge!  
 
The Child Care earns lots of free books to restock 
our classroom libraries when people purchase books 
at our fair! 

See you...at the Fair! 

 

St. John’s Ministry Teams 

(Contacts 

Administration 
Sarah Tellijohn 

 

Chi Rho Center 
Brad Nelson 

 

Child Care Center 
Sean Stagg 

 

Children, Youth & Family 
Amy Mihelich, Director 

 

Community & Neighborhood 
Mark & Tamara Gebhardt 

 

Facilities 
Brian Falk 

 

Foundation 
Andy Tellijohn 

 

Membership 
Jennifer Burdick 

 

Music Series 
Vicky Ercolani 

 

Stewardship 
Bonnie Conrad 

 

Worship & Music 
Samuel Grace, Director 

TRUST Meals on Wheels has openings for new 
Meals on Wheels clients. If you or a parent, friend,  
or neighbor is in need of a nutritious, hot daily meal 
delivered right to the door, call Eleonore at 612-822-
6040. If you are outside our area, we will direct you.  

       
Volunteer Opportunity! Do you have 
an hour to help someone over lunch?  
 

TRUST Meals on Wheels, located in  
the basement of Judson Church at 4101 

Harriet Avenue South, is in great need of volunteer 
drivers to deliver meals Monday through Friday.  
Delivery takes just about an hour starting at either 
10:45 AM or 11:00 AM, and starts and ends at Judson 
Church. Volunteer drivers can either choose to drive  
a particular route each week, or be a substitute driver 
and drive when they are available.  
Please call 612-822-6040 or email MOWDirector 
@trustinc.org for more information.   

 

Thank you!  
Eleanor Balbach, Program Director 
TRUST Meals on Wheels          
 

 

A Grief & Loss Group meets at Living Table United 
Church of Christ on the first Thursday of each month 
from 6:30 - 8:30 pm. It is an open group so anyone can 
attend when they have need without making a long-term 
commitment. The group will be led by Rev. Dr. Rachael 
Keefe and Rev. Doug Federhart. If you have questions, 
please call Living Table UCC at 612-729-7556 or email 
Pr. Rachael at rachael@livingtable.org. 

3805 East 40th Street 
Minneapolis, MN  55406 
612-729-7556 

 

St John’s is a Reconciling in Christ congregation that  

celebrates and cares for all people. As followers of Christ, who calls 

us to reconciliation and wholeness through  

baptism, the members of St. John’s Lutheran Church  

welcome all who are seeking God.  

We affirm that this reconciliation extends to  

people of all gender identities and sexual orientations.  

We welcome members of the LGBTQ+  

community as well as those who may  

have been excluded because of other 

 human distinctions. We strive to live as 

 a welcoming people in our life together 

and our outreach to the community.  

Our doors are open.  

Come as you are.  

You belong.  

St. John’s Welcome Statement 

mailto:MOWDirector@trustinc.org
mailto:MOWDirector@trustinc.org
http://www.livingtable.org/
http://www.livingtable.org/
mailto:rachael@livingtable.org
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About Our People... 
 

          MARCH... 

            Celebrate! 
 

We pray for: 
 
Ones in need of healing, comfort, encouragement or sustaining care:  

†    Amy Arens, Margery Arens, Taichi Chen, Darampaul, Kevin Ditlevson,   
      Nira Flaten, Joe Gerken, Nancy Hacker, Gudrun Harstad, Debra Jacobs,  
      Anna Koosman, Jan Kunau, Sharon Kunz, Jane McDonald, Susan Morton,  
      Sandy Rader, Violet Raymond, Sara May Reineke, Norleen Schmidt, Diane  
      Shea, Susan Stagg, Rhonda Stanley, Margaret Thompson, Bruce Walker,  
      and others held in our hearts and known by God 
       
Ones mourning loss:  

†  Family and friends of Gary McAllister, including Beth and Craig McAllister,  
        Jaeden and Lilianna Micco, and Sharon Koschak  

†  Family and friends of Dave Long, including Sam and Megan Myhre Grace  
 
   

Flowers in February were given by:  

†    Feb. 3—Deborah Dunham “in loving memory of my very dear father, John 
                     Otto”  

†  Feb. 10—Ron & Bea Hasselmann in memory of Bea’s mother, Dotty Lawson 

†  Feb. 17—Tom Swanson in memory of his mother, Lilith  E. Swanson   
    

                                                THANK YOU! 
 

       

 

Please let the church office know if you would like to  
share information with the congregation. 

You can reach the church office at 612-827-4406 or communications@stjohnsmpls.org 
Email Pastor Mark at pastortiede@stjohnsmpls.org  

 

Callers to St. John’s have the option to talk with or leave messages for individual staff , Child Care or Chi Rho 
by choosing one of these eight prompts: 
 

         1. Church Office/Ann Paulson              5. Joseph Sahai 
         2. Pastor Mark                                        6. Angela Lee, Bookkeeper  
         3. Sam Grace                                          7.  Dave Helm, Chi Rho Manager 
         4. Amy Mihelich                                   8.  Tina Shear, Child Care Director           
                             
         Note: there have been some changes to the order of prompts now with our new phone system.    

                                          Happy Birthday! 
 

3 Ron Hasselmann 

5 William Nordstrom 

 Karen Schoenecker 

7 Sydney Falk  

 Abigail Raymond 

8 Isaac Tellijohn  

9 Chris Roff  

11 Sara May Reineke 

14 Steve Carlson 

15 Andrew Berg 

 Bonnie Conrad 

 Marge Korzenowski 

16 Katie Ercolani 

19       Lori Johnson 

22 Carleen Lensch 

23 Omar Yamoor 

26       Charlotte Stagg 

31         Leah Coveney  
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

If your birthdate and/or  
anniversary has been  

inadvertently omitted or is  
incorrect, please forgive us,  
then call the church office  

at 612-827-4406. 
Thank you! 

Welcoming New Members…. 

New members are invited to join St. John’s on Sunday, 
March 24. Plans are to welcome new members during 
worship that morning. Watch for details on a possible 
‘new member’ class. If you or someone you know have 
been considering membership and/or have questions 
about becoming a member of St. John’s, please don’t  
hesitate to talk with Pastor Mark or someone of the 
membership committee: Jennifer Burdick, Andrew Berg, or Leah Coveney.  



Information 
Church Office ..................... 612-827-4406 
Church Office Fax  ............ 612-827-0574 
Child Care Center  .............. 612-827-1237 
Chi Rho Center  .................. 320-274-8307 
Church Office email:  
communications@stjohnsmpls.org  
Website: www.stjohnsmpls.org 
Facebook: .www.facebook.com/                                             
                  StJohnsMpls 
 

Parish Staff 
PASTOR 
Mark Tiede 

DIRECTOR OF WORSHIP & MUSIC 
Samuel Grace 
 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN, YOUTH 
& FAMILY MINISTRY 
Amy Mihelich 
 

ASSISTANT FOR MINISTRY 
Ann Paulson 

ORGANIST 
Peder Flaten 
 

BOOKKEEPER 
Angela Lee 

CUSTODIANS 
Joseph Sahai (day) 
Benjamin Gebhardt (weekend/event) 
Chandra Dharumpaul (Child Care) 

CHILD CARE CENTER DIRECTOR 
Tina Shear 

CHI RHO CENTER MANAGER 
David Helm 
 

Church Council 
Jennifer Burdick, Vice President 
Patrick Coveney, Secretary 
Jim Gambucci 
Bea Hasselmann 
Debra Jacobs 
Ann Paulson 
Oly Stromberg 
Sarah Tellijohn, President 
Eric Willette  
Susan Zabel, Treasurer 

                                           THE  MESSENGER                   

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
4842 Nicollet Avenue 

Minneapolis, MN  55419 

                                  St. John’s Lutheran Church  
                 A Reconciling in Christ (RIC) congregation of the  
                 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).  
 

             Our Mission:  
 

   Fueled by Christ’s redeeming love, St. John’s is called into a joyful life of  
   welcoming hospitality, grace-filled worship, transformational relationships,  
   and Gospel-driven service in the world. 
 

                                            Our Core Values:   
 

                                                    Welcoming 
                Celebrating and caring for all people. Our doors are open.  

          You belong. Come as you are. 
 

                                                 Worshiping 
             Gathering together to joyfully thank God in prayer and      
             praise for Jesus, who calls us, centers us, and sends us  
             into the world. 
                                  Healing 
             Reflecting God’s unconditional grace and love by walking 

          together through the joys and pains of life. 
 

                                                Serving 
             Gratefully responding to the needs of the world with the  

          abilities God has gifted us. 
 
     Our Vision for the Future: 
                     A vibrant community living faith boldly 
 
 

   

Sunday Worship Hour 10:00 a.m. 

Nursery care is provided. 

Traditional worship that is joyful and welcoming to all.  

ELCA Presiding Bishop:                Bishop Elizabeth Eaton 

Minneapolis Area Synod Bishop:            Bishop Ann Svennungsen  


