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     Thanksgiving Eve Worship—Wednesday, November 21, 6:00 p.m. 

This year, the worship committee is asking that we connect our message of 
thanksgiving to the theme of “God’s Work, Our Hands” with which we began  
our program year in September. On Thanksgiving Eve, please bring a physical  
object that represents how God’s work is manifested by your hands both 
inside and outside the church. Examples: knit hats or towels for the homeless, 
page backpack provisions, pictures or information about a charity you support, a  
shovel that demonstrates physical labor, etc. We will use these items during our 
worship service as we ask for God’s continued blessing as we seek to serve our 
neighbors.  
 

Pie will be served following Thanksgiving Eve worship...a sign-up sheet is posted 
on the board outside of Fellowship Hall for you to let us know if you plan to bring 
a pie to share that night. If you would like to help serve pie, please let Sam Grace 
know or contact the church office. We give thanks!  
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November 11 
25th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

 

Psalm 146 

Hebrews 9:24-28 

Mark 12:38-44 

NOVEMBER 

LECTIONARY 

 

November 18 

26th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

 Psalm 16 

 Hebrews 10:11-  

 14[15-18]19-25            

Mark 13:1-8  

 

November 4 
All Saints Sunday 

 
Psalm 24 

Rev. 21: 1-6a 

John 11:32-44  

 

A note about Stewardship: While November can be a cold and grey month, it is never-
theless for me a month of nostalgia and warm fuzzies as I recall the harvest. I fondly 
recall the smell of freshly tilled soil, the ubiquitous clods of dirt on the roads and high-
ways from the farmers’ tractors and grain wagons, the sound of the large tractor  
combines humming in the distant fields, and my sense of awe at the stark beauty of 
the now empty fields; and I’d stare amazed at the enormous piles of corn (some well  
over 50 feet high) temporarily stored in parking lots. I loved the sense of pride and 
accomplishment within my classmates and friends as they stowed away their equip-
ment not only for the long winter months, but also ready for the planting the next 
spring. The tired farmers would gather for 25-cent coffee at the local greasy spoon   
to swap stories and laugh (and complain about the commodity prices and weather!).  
But their conversations would inevitably return to a sense of pure gratitude for partici-
pating in what God was able to produce through their own hard work. These farmers 
saw and spoke openly of themselves as stewards of God’s gift of land and seed. And 
walking by the yellow-gold mountains of field corn one could easily see (and even 
smell in the sweet earthiness of grain) an abundance of God’s generosity harvested by 
those stewards of God’s earth.  
 

Mr. Danielson was the first person to ever have a tractor combine in Vining, MN and 
when another farmer was falling behind in his harvest, he came in to town and asked 
Mr. Danielson if he might be able to borrow his machine for a day or two.  Mr. Dan-
ielson  famously replied “I don’t own one.  But the Good Lord and the bank have one 
parked in my front yard.  I’m sure they won’t even know it’s missing.” Mr. Danielson 
understood himself as a steward. 

What is a steward? The internet dictionary says that a steward is a person who looks 
after the passengers on a ship, aircraft, or train and brings them meals. Synonyms: 
flight attendant, cabin attendant. Perhaps aptly said in our vernacular, a steward is 
someone who takes care of other people and their stuff. Stewardship, then, is simply 
doing that which a steward does. Rev. Glenn Taibl provided us these three definitions 
of what stewardship is: 

Stewardship is the management of all of life with Christ at the center. 
Stewardship is everything you do after saying,  “I Believe” 
Stewardship is living your life in such a way that God can spend you. 

With these definitions one can now see that Stewardship is not a moment in the au-
tumn, nor is it a “campaign to raise money for the church.”  Instead, real stewardship 
is a style of living one’s life in faith in Jesus Christ. Stewardship is management of all of 
life knowing that Christ owns it all. 

***A pastoral note about our exploration of the Reconciling in Christ process: As the 
person currently stewarding the Office of Pastor for St. John’s Lutheran Church, I am 
aware that not every member of this congregation will share the same outlook on the 
RIC process currently underway. I believe that this process of becoming an RIC congre-
gation is an important step in the life of our congregation and an important statement 
of welcome to the LGBTQ+ community. But, I also know that this process takes time 
and requires a lot of conversation. Please know that I take very seriously my role in 
facilitating conversation and listening to all members of St. John’s Lutheran Church.  
My door is always open and I welcome the conversation with you. Your servant in 
Christ and steward of the Office of Pastor for St. John’s Lutheran Church, Mark 

November 25 

Christ the King Sunday 

 

Psalm 93 

Revelation 

1:4b-8  

                   John 18:33-37 

 

November 21 

Thanksgiving Eve 
 

Psalm 126 

1 Timothy 2:1-7 

Matthew 6:25-33 
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WORSHIP & MUSIC  

Sanctuary Spruce-Up 
 

   Calling All Cleaners!  

The worship committee will be host-
ing our bi-annual sanctuary spruce-
up in preparation for the Advent  
and Christmas seasons on Saturday, 
November 10 from 10:00 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. All ages are welcome to 

help vacuum, organize, polish, and clean as we prepare to  
welcome guests in our space. A free lunch from Jimmy John’s 
will be provided following the event. Sign-up now outside the 
fellowship hall or visit the church office.  
 

Rehearsals: November Wednesdays 
     St. John’s Bells—Nov. 7 at 6:00 p.m. 
     St. John’s Brass—Nov. 7, 14 and 28 at 6:45 p.m. 
     St. John’s Choir—Nov. 7, 14 and 28 at 7:30 p.m. 
   (No groups will rehearse on Thanksgiving Eve, November 21)    

 

Messiah 2018 Rehearsals/Performances: 

   Regular rehearsals 
          Sundays through December 2, 
          6:30-8:30 p.m.  

   1 Rehearsal w/Orchestra 
         Thursday, December 6,  
         6:30-10:00 p.m. 

   2 performances 
         Saturday, December 8-7:00 p.m.  
         Sunday, December 9-4:00 p.m. 

     

    Bible Studies on the Gospel of Mark are held  
    Wednesday evenings at 6:30 p.m. and Thursday   
    mornings at 10:00 a.m. in St. John’s Lounge with  
    Pastor Mark. All are welcome! 
    Note that sessions will not meet on November 21 or 22.  

Advent…. 

Hark, the Glad Sound!  
is our theme for mid-week 
worship and celebration at  
St. John’s this Advent 
season. From each verse of 
the hymn, “Hark, the Glad 
Sound,” one can draw a 
connect to our Core Values.  
 

Each Wednesday evening in Advent we will focus on  
one of these Values—Welcoming, Worshiping, Healing  
or Serving—with a unique style of worship and activities 
together.  
 

Beginning on Wednesday, November 28, we’ll gather for  
a meal at 5:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall, then move to the 
Chapel for a worship time from 6:00-6:30 pm. 
 

Week 1—November 28—Welcoming 

Week 2—December 5– Worshiping 

Week 3—December 12—Healing 

Week 4—December 19—Serving   

“Hark, the glad sound! The Savior comes...let ev’ry heart 
prepare….”                                

Our worship bulletin is posted on St. John’s 
website each week in printable format for easy 
reference of pages, such as the weekly schedule and 
announcements.   

   Share the gift of music! Let Sam Grace know if you  
   are interested and/or have questions about music at St.   
   John’s—sgrace@stjohnsmpls.org, 612-827-4406.  

Enjoy an “Early Taste of Christmas”  
on Sunday, November 18 with  
music by the Minneapolis Brass,  
directed by Ron Hasselmann,  
both during worship and in a  
brief concert at 11:30 in St. John’s   
sanctuary.  
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Hello, St. Johns! 
Later this month, many of us will gather with 

family and friends to share a meal and offer thanksgiving 
for the blessings in our lives. I am particularly grateful for 
this community and all the ways St. John’s supports the 
children, youth, and families of our congregation. 

October was a busy month for CYF program-
ming. In Sunday School, we learned about God’s  
covenant with Noah, talked about what the story of 
Rebekah and Isaac can teach us about family, and studied 
the story of Jacob to help us reflect on our blessings. 
We’ve loved laughing along with the silly Sunday School 
videos and spending time with Dustin and Eleanor, our 
awesome teachers. 

Two months into the school year, we saw our 
youth programs take off in October. Homework House  
is picking up steam. Although our numbers fluctuate from 
week to week, we’ve seen the kids become more fully  
engaged with the program each Tuesday. Drop-In is also 
going well. Throughout the month of October, we talked 
about faith and science, and the youth enjoyed chatting 
about the ways these two seemingly dissimilar fields often 
overlap. 

This past month, youth from St. John’s attended 
the first TRUST Youth event of the year. Middle and high 
school students from a total of five churches gathered 
together at Lynnhurst UCC to get to know each other,  
eat pizza, and play board games. We made fast friends  
and are looking forward to our events with this larger 
group of youth each month. 

St. John’s also hosted our second Friday Night 
Fun event. Trunk-Or-Treat was a big success, and we are 
already thinking about how we can continue this tradition 
in years to come. Thank you to everyone who 
participated, and extra thanks to those who 
volunteered to help with set-up, clean-up, and 
hosting an (indoor!) ‘trunk’ on the rainy even-
ing. We hope to see many of you at our  
November Friday Night Fun Event. 

We are always looking for new ideas to engage  
St. John’s children, youth, and families. If you have ideas, 
send them my way! Always feel free to find me after 
church or email me with any questions about our current 
programming or suggestions about future programming: 
amihelich@stjohnsmpls.org. 
 

All the best, 
 

Amy 

November Events Schedule: 
 

Sunday School 
Sundays from 9:15-10 a.m. 
*No Sunday School on Sunday, November 25 
(Thanksgiving Weekend) 
 

Homework House 
Tuesdays from 3:10-5 p.m. 
We are still looking for a few more adult volunteers to assist with 
Homework House.  
Interested? Email Amy at amihelich@stjohnsmpls.org.  
*No Homework House on Tuesday, November 20 
(Thanksgiving Break) 
 

Drop-In (St. John’s Youth Group) 
Wednesdays from 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
*No Drop-In on Wednesday, November 21 
(Thanksgiving Break)  
 

Confirmation and Youth Retreat at Chi Rho 
Friday, November 9 — Saturday, November 10 
Middle and high school students from St. Johns,  
Lutheran Church of Christ the Redeemer and Nokomis 
Heights Lutheran Church will travel to Chi Rho Center 
for a retreat. We’ll learn about different spiritual  
practices and activities that help us cope with stress. 
 

Friday Night Fun 
Friday, November 16 from 5:30 to 7 p.m. 
Join us for a Thanksgiving-themed evening of games, 
crafts and activities. We invite people of all ages to  
participate. Come for the food and fun, stay for the  
fellowship. 
 

TRUST Youth November Event 
Sunday, November 18 from 12:15 to 2:30 p.m.  
at St. John’s 
Middle and high school students will team up with  
youth from four other churches to purchase Christmas 
presents for families at Zoom House. Each youth is 
asked to contribute $20 toward gift purchasing.   
 
 

                   What to do...Trick—-or Treat?  

    CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND FAMILY  

mailto:amihelich@stjohnsmpls.org
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COMMUNITY & NEIGHBORHOOD 

 

Moments of  Generosity  

The stewardship committee wishes to highlight two  
moments of generosity this month: 
 

1. We wish to thank all those who have 
helped provide the monthly community meal 
over the years. You have spent many hours 
planning, preparing and serving our neigh-
bors. After careful review,  
it was decided to end this  

                   program.  
 

2. Check out the revised St. John’s  
Ministry Directory for many opportunities 
for generosity! We express sincere grati-
tude to Bonnie Conrad and Ann Paulson 
for updating and printing the St. John’s 
Ministry Directory.   

St. John’s Child Care Center & Congregation 
will team up this Advent 
season for the second  
annual Giving Tree for 
Justice Page Middle School 
families. Items are to be 
brought to St. John’s by 
Monday, December 17 for 
a Thursday, December 20 delivery date to the school. 
 

Here is the revised list of items for this year’s Giving Tree: 

To avoid making the backpacks too heavy for students to carry we 
are asking folks to choose food packets and plastic when possible.  

Food items include:  

peanut butter, packets of tuna and chicken (lighter weight 
than the cans),  cans of chunky soup/stew, canned ravioli, 
boxes or packets of dried noodle soups (again lighter than 
the cans), canned peaches, pears and pineapple, canned 
corn, apple sauce (plastic only), pudding snack packs, 
packets of hot cocoa mix, mac & cheese, small bags  
of brown rice, cereal: Cheerios, Shredded Wheat, Rice  
Krispies. 
 

This year we are also collecting non-food items: can 
openers, emergency clothing: gray sweatpants for boys 
(men's size small), leggings (women's sizes small, medium 
and large), girls’ socks - crew and ankle,  boys’ socks - 
crew and ankle, girls’ stretchy head bands, toothbrushes, 
mini-vaselines. 

We Are St. John’s …. 
 

FUELED BY CHRIST’S REDEEMING 

LOVE—LIVING FAITH BOLDLY 
 

From St. John’s new mission statement and vision 
statement, our Stewardship Committee has chosen  
the theme, “Fueled by Christ’s Redeeming Love –  

Living Faith Boldly,” for this fall’s 
stewardship campaign. Temple talks 
are being presented each Sunday lead-
ing up to the Pledge Ingathering on 
Stewardship Sunday, November 11.  
The committee mailed a stewardship 

letter and 2019 pledge cards to members the week of 
October 22.   
 

Together with prayer and thanksgiving, we move  
forward in our congregation’s work of discerning how 
we might “live more fully into our God-given mission 
in the world.”  
 

Bonnie Conrad, Eric Willette, Andy Tellijohn, Tamara 
Gebhardt   - Stewardship Committee  

STEWARDSHIP 

CHILD CARE CENTER 

Missionary Circle... 
 

Missionary Circle will meet Wednesday, November 7  
at noon in St. John’s Lounge. All are welcome to join  
in mission; bring a bag lunch if you wish; dessert will be   

  provided.   
     Thank you to all who attended the meal  
  on October 21 and/or have donated to the 
  Operation Bootstrap Africa project.  

Read to the Children…. 
 

Members of St. John’s Lutheran Church,  
 

We have a reading opportunity for you! We read to the 
children at St. John’s Child Care Center many times 
throughout the day. We would love to have “Guest 
Readers” come share in the fun by spending 15-30 
minutes reading to a class of young children. Our  
teachers would supply the book for you, so they can 
plan curriculum around the story.  

This could be a one-time visit or an  
ongoing opportunity. For more  
information, or to schedule a “Guest 
Appearance,” please call Tina or Venita 
at 612-827-1237! 
 

Thanks from the staff at St. John’s 
Child Care Center!  
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Reconciling in Christ 

 

November at Chi Rho Center: 
 

On the agenda for the month of November: lots of  
leaf cleaning and possibly some snow. November 9th 
and 10th, St. John’s is collaborating with a couple of 
other churches for a youth confirmation retreat at Chi 
Rho.   
 

On Thanksgiving a family will be 
renting out the lodge for their 
family meal. 
 

The fall colors are already lighting up the lake’s shore-
line. Have an awesome Thanksgiving! 
 

David Helm 

Chi Rho Center Manager     

 CHI    RHO CENTER          

 

RIC task force: 
 

About 10 months ago, a handful of St. John's members 
began meeting to study the process of seeking the  
Reconciling in Christ designation. As we progressed on 
this journey, several members told us they thought we 
already were an RIC congregation because this process  
has been on the 'back burner' here at St. John’s for many 
years. We have surveyed the congregation, held an adult 
forum, conducted a panel discussion, and offered Bible 
studies. Still there are some who wonder why we need 
to take on this special designation; aren't we already  
welcoming? We do have that reputation, don't ya know? 
 

Researchers are finding that young people value inclusion 
of LGBTQ people. A 2015 Pew Research poll found that 
over 70 percent of people born after 1980 support same-
gender marriage. Many RIC settings report that the de-
mographic most often drawn in by the RIC status is 
young couples with children. These folks are seeking 
communities prepared to help them raise their children in 
ways consistent with their values. They 
want their children to grow up surrounded 
by diversity, to see that they will be loved 
no matter who they grow up to become. 
Unfortunately, LGBTQ people continue to 
experience exclusion and harm from people 
supposedly acting in the name of Christianity. Even 
churches that declare “All are welcome” often demon-
strate to LGBTQ individuals and families that the wel-
come does not include them. For this reason, the invita-
tion to LGBTQ people must be explicit that the welcome 
is intended to include them. 
 

On December 2, we invite you to stay after church - 
after coffee hour to review a rough draft of the wel-
coming statement our task force has put together. 
We want your input. We will have copies of the draft  
available by November 18 so that you can take it home 
and give it some consideration. We want to include your 
words and thoughts. Please plan to be here on those two 
Sundays to help us continue on this journey to reach the 
goal we have been given. Thank you.   
 

 

   Reformation...501! 

Together in Hope Project, a Minnesota non-profit cor-
poration, was formed in 2017 to create the Together In 
Hope Choir for the purpose of advancing Christian unity 
through music and the arts.  
     Pastor Mark is a member of this 60-voice ecumenical 
choir, singing in Rome at the invitation of the Vatican. 
The Choir opened the 17th annual Festival Internazionale 
di Musica e Arte Sacra on October 31, the 501st Anniver-
sary of the Reformation, performing Holy Spirit Mass 
(premiered by National Lutheran Choir) and premiering  
a new commission, So That the World May Believe - a Motet  
for Unity and Service. The Choir was invited to present a  
musical “Spiritual Elevation” in the Sistine Chapel on 
October 29 and to sing at the 4:00 p.m. All Saints Day 
Mass at St. Peter’s Basilica on November 1. Over 120  
Ambassadors of Hope journeyed with the choir and the 
orchestra, Trondheim Solistene from Norway, witnessing 
with their presence to the shared desire for greater  
Christian unity.    
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About Our People... 
 

        November 
         Birthdays &  

         Anniversaries  

 

We pray for: 
 

Those in need of healing, comfort, encouragement or sustaining care:  

 Amy Arens, Margery Arens, Jeff Carlson, Dimitri, Kamona Dixon, Gudrun 
Harstad, Debra Jacobs, Susan Koliha, Sharon Kunz, Ken Marsh, Jane McDonald, 
Susan Morton, Carolyn Pater, Sara May Reineke, Pauline Sateren, Norleen Schmidt, 
Diane Shea, Susan Stagg, Rhonda Stanley, Margaret Thompson, Bruce Walker,  

      Sarah Windelborn, and others held in our hearts and known by God. 
       

 
 

   

New members of St. John’s:  

 Blake Anderson and Bonnie Zwissler, who  
      joined our congregation on Sunday, October 14 

 

Please let the church office know if you would like to  
share information with the congregation. 

                        You can reach the church office at 612-827-4406  
 

Callers to St. John’s have the option to talk with or leave messages for individual 
staff, Child Care or even Chi Rho by choosing one of these eight prompts: 
 

         1. Church Office/Ann Paulson        5. Joseph Sahai 
         2. Sam Grace/Amy Mihelich                    6. Dave Helm, Chi Rho                                
         3. Tina Shear                                      7. Stacy Klucas, Bookkeeper 
         4. Venita Ditlevson                            8. Pastor Mark Tiede 

 
Email the church office at communications@stjohnsmpls.org  

Email Pastor Mark at pastortiede@stjohnsmpls.org  

  

 

Happy Birthday! 
 

2  Warner Northrup 

3 Angelina Stromberg 

10 Ann Paulson 

11 Bridget Jacques-Fricke 

 Clara Willette 

12 Chase Ersfeld 

14   Pearl Johnson 

         Elizabeth Roe 

16  Becky Falk 

18  Louise Carlson 

  Suzanne Jebe 

21  Lynn Holden 

23  Norah Bestler 

25    Ken Marsh 

 

      Happy Anniversary! 
 

14   Brian and Carleen  

         Lensch 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

If your birthdate and/or  
anniversary has been  

inadvertently omitted or is  
incorrect, please forgive us,  
then call the church office  

at 612-827-4406. 
Thank you! 

 

 

 Thank you to members of St. John’s  
  for your cards, emails, text messages  
  and prayers as I underwent rotator  
  cuff surgery on October 2nd.  
 

  Recovery is going well, so I want   
to express my appreciation to all  

  who send positive thoughts and     
  prayers my way.  

 

                                                   Jeanne Tuvey  



Information 
Church Office ..................... 612-827-4406 
Church Office Fax  ............ 612-827-0574 
Child Care Center  .............. 612-827-1237 
Chi Rho Center  .................. 320-274-8307 
Church Office email:  
communications@stjohnsmpls.org  
Website: www.stjohnsmpls.org 
Facebook: .www.facebook.com/                                             
                  StJohnsMpls 
 

Parish Staff 
PASTOR 
Mark Tiede 

DIRECTOR OF WORSHIP & MUSIC 
Samuel Grace 
 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN, YOUTH 
& FAMILY MINISTRY 
Amy Mihelich 
 

ASSISTANT FOR MINISTRY 
Ann Paulson 

ORGANIST 
Peder Flaten 
 

BOOKKEEPER 
Stacy Klucas 

CUSTODIANS 
Joseph Sahai (day) 
Larry Fraser  (weekend/event) 
Chandra Dharumpaul (Child Care) 

CHILD CARE CENTER DIRECTOR 
Tina Shear 

CHI RHO CENTER MANAGER 
David Helm 
 

Church Council 
Jennifer Burdick, Vice President 
Patrick Coveney, Secretary 
Jim Gambucci 
Bea Hasselmann 
Debra Jacobs 
Ann Paulson 
Oly Stromberg 
Sarah Tellijohn, President 
Eric Willette  
Susan Zabel, Treasurer 
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St. John’s Lutheran Church 
4842 Nicollet Avenue 

Minneapolis, MN  55419 

                St. John’s Lutheran Church is a congregation of the  
                 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).  
 

             Our Mission:  
 

   Fueled by Christ’s redeeming love, St. John’s is called into a joyful life of  
   welcoming hospitality, grace-filled worship, transformational relationships,  
   and Gospel-driven service in the world. 
 

                                            Our Core Values:   
 

                                                    Welcoming 
                Celebrating and caring for all people. Our doors are open.  

          You belong. Come as you are. 
 

                                                 Worshiping 
             Gathering together to joyfully thank God in prayer and      
             praise for Jesus, who calls us, centers us, and sends us  
             into the world. 
                                  Healing 
             Reflecting God’s unconditional grace and love by walking 

          together through the joys and pains of life. 
 

                                                Serving 
             Gratefully responding to the needs of the world with the  

          abilities God has gifted us. 
 
     Our Vision for the Future: 
                     A vibrant community living faith boldly 
 
 

   

Sunday Worship Hour 10:00 a.m. 

Nursery care is provided. 

Traditional worship that is joyful and welcoming to all.  

ELCA Presiding Bishop:                Bishop Elizabeth Eaton 

Minneapolis Area Synod Bishop:            Bishop Ann Svennungsen  


