
Volume 56, Issue 4                                                                                       APRIL 2018 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:  

Worship in April  .............. 1 

I Believe ............................... 2 

Bible Studies ........................ 2 

Easter Breakfast ................. 3 

TRUST Youth ..................... 3 

Backpack Program ............. 3 

Community Meal ............... 3 

Tower of Towels ............... 3 

Rehearsals/Music ................ 4 

Stewardship......................... 4 

Cook & Eat ......................... 4 

Book Club ........................... 4 
 

Mission Statement  

Proposal ............................... 5 

Reconciling in Christ ......... 6 

Synod Assembly ................. 6 

Caritas Concert ................. 7 

Worship Dialogue ............. 7 

TRUST ”Justice for All” ... 7    

Read to Children ............... 7 

TRUST Transitions ............ 8 

About Our People............. 9 

Thank You  ......................... 9 

Birthdays/Anniversaries .... 9 

Office Information ............. 9 

 

The Messenger

 
  

April 1  April 1  April 1  ---      Easter Sunday Easter Sunday Easter Sunday    

Pancake Breakfast 8:00—9:30 a.m.  
sponsored by the Chi Rho Committee  

Easter Egg Hunt 9:15 a.m. 
sponsored by Children, Youth & Family Committee 

Festival Worship 10:00 a.m. with Brass, Bells and Choir   
Mark 16:1-8  

             The resurrection of Jesus is announced 
 

           April 8  April 8  April 8  ---      Second Sunday of EasterSecond Sunday of EasterSecond Sunday of Easter   

                                                                                                John 20:19John 20:19John 20:19---31 31 31    
            Beholding the wounds of the risen Christ  
       Music by Metropolitan Men’s Choir 
                 [Reconciling in Christ Forum 11:15]  

                  

                                       April 15  April 15  April 15  ---      Third Sunday of EasterThird Sunday of EasterThird Sunday of Easter   

                                                                                                                           Luke 24:36bLuke 24:36bLuke 24:36b---484848   
                Eating with the risen Christ   
                     Music by Minneapolis Brass                               
      

      April 22  April 22  April 22  ---      Fourth Sunday of EasterFourth Sunday of EasterFourth Sunday of Easter   

John 10:11-18 
Christ the shepherd 

Music by Metropolitan Boys Choir 
[RIC Bible Study 11:15]  

   

   April 29  April 29  April 29  ---      Fifth Sunday of EasterFifth Sunday of EasterFifth Sunday of Easter   

John 15:1-8 
Christ the vine  

Music by St. John’s Choir 

Sunday Mornings                                                              
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. 
Worship 10:00 a.m. 
(nursery available) 
Fellowship 11:15 a.m.                                                               

       

     Welcome! 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/?date=2018-4&eventDateId=0
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Pastor Mark  

 

Easter is life after death. Easter is the celebratory moment of all celebratory moments. Easter means hope 

when reason says no hope can exist. Easter means life when only death is present.  Easter means new life 

and new starts.  Easter is the season of miracles.  We are already doing miraculous work with three (3) 

major simultaneous projects: exploring steps becoming a Reconciling in Christ (RIC) Congregation, we have 

produced a Mission Statement, Vision Statement and four (4) Core Values worthy of consideration, and we 

are considering revamping our Congregational Constitution (and perhaps the By-Laws).  It is remarkable 

work that we are doing together. I am so very grateful for all those who are leading the charge in each of 

these taskforces!  Thank you all!   

As we explore each of these huge topics it is crucial to keep in mind that we are doing so with intentionality, 

open invitation for feedback and participation, striving to be the heart and hands of Christ, with the deep 

hope of inspiring faith in others.  I find that these four “I-Words” really help keep the focus and purpose on 

our work—especially while we do these four major projects simultaneously.  

 Intentional:  doing everything with purpose and thought 

 Invitational:  purposefully, mindfully speaking words of welcome and invitation 

 Incarnational : being the hands, feet, mouth and heart of Christ for others 

 Inspirational: hopefully, living this way we might be an inspiration to others and perhaps they   

                     might be interested in why we live, work and serve the way we do. 
 

I have been asked why it is that we are talking about the Reconciling in Christ project now.  This deeply 

faithful member asked, “I thought our church adopted this years ago. Isn’t this thing already settled?” Our 

ELCA national body did in fact vote and adopt this change at a Churchwide Assembly in 2009, but we — as a 

congregation — have not taken that step. And while it is true that we are a part of the ELCA which has 

extended welcome to the LGBTQ+ community, we at St. John’s have not intentionally articulated this same 

word of welcome — and as I mentioned above there is something quite meaningful, powerful and sacred 

about this moment of congregational intentionality.  The ELCA is known as a “LGBTQ+ friendly” national 

body; I think it is time for St. John’s to join the ranks of hundreds of other ELCA congregations to say the 

same thing.  When we intentionally embark on this process, we will be able to extend our authentic 

invitation to the LGBTQ+ community to join our work at living incarnational lives for the neighbor, and 

together we pray to be an inspiration to all living out our deeply held value that when St. John’s says, “ALL 

are welcome in this place,” we REALLY mean all.  It is such an exciting time to be Church!  

That’s what I believe. 

Pastor Mark  

 

Bible Studies in April — each Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. and each Thursday at 10:00 a.m. at St. John’s 
On April 4 and 5, sessions will include viewing and discussion of “Martin Luther: The Idea that Changed the 
World,” a PBS film portraying key moments in Luther’s life and his ongoing drive to reform the church.  
April 18, 19, and also Sunday, April 22 at 11:15 a.m., our study will relate to the RIC discussion.       
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COMMUNITY & NEIGHBORHOOD 

 

St. John’s Community Meal   
Saturday, April 28 at noon  
 

Volunteers are needed to welcome  
our 25-35 guests, help prepare food 
and beverages, set up, serve, wash 
dishes and clean up.  
 

Come and help...come and eat!   

You may sign up on the poster out-
side Fellowship Hall or let the church 
office know if you would like to help. 
Marlene Holden or Tamara Gebhardt 
can answer questions.  

 

A TOWER OF TOWELS! 
 

During the month of April, MISSIONARY 
CIRCLE is building a Tower of Towels 
for homeless shelters.   
 
The congregation is invited to join 
them in bringing new or gently used 
towels to church each week. 

Page Backpack Program 
 

We are making a difference, but we need your help 
to provide 15 backpacks of food in April and May.  
When you shop for groceries, please remember the 
school children. We fill the backpacks with: brown & 
white rice, large cans of chicken or tuna, canned 
corn, canned fruit, canned ravioli or spaghetti, cereal 
(Cheerios, Rice Krispies and Mini-Wheats) chunky 
canned soups, macaroni & cheese, and peanut  
butter. Cash donations are welcome for purchasing 
fresh fruit. Bruegger’s continues to donate bagels. 
The next backpack delivery is 
planned for Thursday, April 26.  
 
Thank you so much for your 
giving! 
~ Community & Neighborhood 
(CAN) Committee 

CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILY 
 

Trust Youth 
 

The TRUST Youth group  
met a St John’s on March 18 
to watch a video about sex 
trafficking and to discuss 
what they learned from the 
video about signs that some-
one is being trafficked, or is 
being groomed for trafficking.  
(This is the same video used 
in the Adult Bible Study. It is produced by Cherish 
All Children in collaboration with Lutheran Social 
Services of Minnesota.) The youth had a good  
discussion about what they already knew, and what 
surprised them. Prior to the video, we started with a 
pizza lunch and fellowship. Our next activity will be 
April 15. We are hoping to do indoor rock climbing 
at Vertical Endeavors.  

CHI RHO        CENTER          

Come and Have Breakfast! 

EASTER MORNING 

APRIL 1, 2018 

8:00—9:30 a.m. 

St. John’s Fellowship Hall                              

        Pancakes 

         Sausages 

        Fresh Fruit 

            Juice  

       Coffee, Tea 

 

    Sponsored by St. John’s Chi Rho  

Committee in support of the ministry of 

our Chi Rho Center, Annandale, MN  -         

              now in its 51st year! 

https://www.facebook.com/Chirhocente

Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast!”  John 21:12a 
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WORSHIP & MUSIC 

STEWARDSHIP 

Opportunities...  

 Join the Stewardship Committee:   
          Contact person: Eric Willette   
 Join the Membership Committee:  
         Contact person: Jennifer Burdick   

WELCOME, MUSICIANS! 

REHEARSALS IN APRIL:   

St. John’s Choir—Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m.  

                               (no rehearsal April 4)   

St. John’s Brass—Wednesday, April 25, 6:45 p.m. 
 

St. John’s Oratorio Chorus will also begin Schubert  
Mass rehearsals at 6:30 p.m. on Sunday, 
April 8 for performance on Sunday, May 
20 at St. John’s. Please contact Samuel 
Grace, sgrace@stjohnsmpls.org or 612-
827-4406 if you are interested in singing 

in SJOC or in joining St. John’s Choir, ‘Big Choir,’  
Bell Choir or St. John’s Brass!   

ST. JOHN'S COOKS & EATS! 
Please join us for a ‘St. John's Cooks & Eats’ 

event on Saturday, April 14 from 5 to 8 p.m. We 

will gather to make pizzas/salads/desserts, and 

 to share fellowship over the meal we prepare. 

Meal ingredients and non-alcoholic beverages  

will be provided; participants are free to bring 

wine or beer. Watch for a sign-up sheet in  

Fellowship Hall, or RSVP to Elizabeth Roe at  

willetteroe@yahoo.com. If you have young kids, 

let us know if you would be interested in having a 

sitter at church, and we will work on that based  

on interest. There is no cost but please bring 

a food item or cash donation for the Backpack 

Program. Hope to see you there!  (Jennifer 

Burdick, Tamara Gebhardt, Elizabeth Roe)  

MEMBERSHIP  

ST. JOHN’S BOOK CLUB 

Two Sessions Remaining 

Program Year 2017-18 
 

   Meeting Date        Book Selection 
 

  April 15, 2018                 

                                    When Breath Becomes Air 

                               (memoir) 

                                        by Paul Kalanithi 

 

May 20, 2018                

              Killers of the Flower Moon:  

              The Osage Murders and the  

              Birth of the FBI (non-fiction) 

              by David Grann 
 

    The Book Club will gather in St. John’s Lounge  

    at 11:30 a.m. on these Sundays. Grab coffee in  

    fellowship hall and join the discussion!  

    Contact Jennifer Burdick with questions at 612- 

    226-5448 or mattjen0625@msn.com.  

mailto:willetteroe@yahoo.com
mailto:mattjen0625@msn.com
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St. John’s Lutheran Church 
Proposed Mission-Vision-Values 

 

Mission Statement: 
Fueled by Christ’s redeeming love, St. John’s is called into a joyful life of welcoming hospitality, 
grace-filled worship, transformational relationships, and Gospel-driven service in the world. 
 

Vision Statement: 
A vibrant community living faith boldly. 
 

Core Values: 
 

Welcoming 
Celebrating and caring for all people. Our doors are open. You belong. Come as you are. 

 

Worshiping 
Gathering together to joyfully thank God in prayer and praise for Jesus, who calls us, centers us, 

and sends us into the world. 
 

Healing 
Reflecting God’s unconditional grace and love by walking together through the joys and pains of 

life. 
 

Serving 
Gratefully responding to the needs of the world with the abilities God has gifted us. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

St. John’s Mission Statement Task Force: Patrick Coveney, Jon Dosdall, Ron Hasselmann, Bergit 

Nerheim, Elaine Taylor, Sarah Tellijohn, Pastor Mark Tiede, Clara Willette 

Why do we need a Mission Statement? A Mission Statement describes our congregational life and 
is based on our Core Values. Core Values are rooted in Scripture and represent the foundation of 
how we see ourselves living as a body of Christ. All ministry programs flow from the Mission and 
Core Values. The Vision Statement is aspirational – how we see our congregation living out its 
mission in the future. 
 

How were the Mission, Vision & Values statements created for our congregation? The St. 
John’s Mission Statement Task Force met every other week from August 2017 to February 2018. 
Pastor Glenn Taibl facilitated the first few meetings to help the Task Force understand the scope of 
its work and identify congregational values within a Biblical context. The group members then met 
regularly to write (and rewrite) the Mission, Vision and Core Values statements.   

How can we ask questions about the Mission, Vision & Values? Ask any member of the Mission 
Statement Task Force (see listing of names above).  

What are the next steps? The Task Force continue to ask for congregational feedback from 
members in April. Following this, the Mission, Vision & Values will go to the Congregation 
Council for a vote (likely the April Council meeting). If approved by Council, we will begin the 
work of evaluating, as a congregation, how and whether our current ministry programs align 

with our Mission, Vision & Values.  

This is an exciting time in our congregational life! We welcome your input and ideas.  

Thank you, 
St. John’s Mission Statement Task Force 
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RECONCILING IN CHRIST…. 
 

Reconciling in Christ 

We are excited to announce that a task force has been formed to examine and discuss 
the possibility of St. John’s becoming a Reconciling in Christ church. This will not be a 
quick process. ReconcilingWorks, the independent Lutheran organization that recog-
nizes churches as “Reconciling in Christ” recommends that a congregation spend a 
year or more in education, conversation and prayerful discernment. 
 

What does “Reconciling in Christ” mean? 

Since 1974, the organization ReconcilingWorks: Lutherans for Full Participation has advocated for the full 
welcome, inclusion, and equity of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer (LGBTQ) Lutherans in all 
aspects of the life of their Church, congregations and community. In 1984, the Reconciling in Christ program 
was begun to identify congregations and other church organizations as safe, welcoming communities of faith. 
Currently, ReconcilingWorks has recognized over 500 congregations and other 100 other settings (synods, 
seminaries, and colleges) as publicly and intentionally welcoming.  
 

What are our first steps? 

St. John’s Reconciling in Christ Task force will host an adult forum after worship on Sunday, April 8. Meagan 
McLaughlin from Reconciling Works will join us to talk about what it means to be Reconciling in Christ. She 
will answer our questions. 

We have asked Pastor Mark to lead a Bible Study on how it is that our ELCA Church biblically supports  
people within the LGBTQ+ community by providing a biblical and historical context for the ‘clobber verses.’  
Pastor Mark will present these passages in the broader contexts of the books that contain them, and in the 
context of the time they were written. Three identical sessions of this study will be held: on Wednesday, April 
18 at 6:30 p.m.; Thursday, April 19 at 10 a.m.; and on Sunday, April 22 after church. These will provide an 
opportunity for discussion and reflection. 
 
We hope you can attend both the forum and a Bible study session. As we move forward, please feel free to 
reach out to anyone on the task force with questions and comments. We welcome your thoughts and ideas! 

Peder Flaten, Kaitlyn Johnson, Isaac Johnson, Lori Johnson, Anne Nervig, Elizabeth Roe, Jeanne Tuvey 

SYNOD ASSEMBLY 
 

So we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. (Romans 12:5) 
 

The Minneapolis Area Synod gathers annually to conduct business in the Synod Assembly, 
which is the synod’s highest legislative authority. More than 600 participants attend the 
Synod Assembly each year, including representatives from each congregation and all  
active rostered leaders. Ellen Dosdall will be a voting member from St. John’s to the  

Assembly in May. The gathering is filled with worship, inspiration, presentations, and necessary business. 
One of the tasks of the Synod Assembly is to elect a bishop every six years. 

2018 is an election year. 
The election of the bishop is a spiritual process in which both the candidates and voting members seek the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit to understand the needs of the synod and discern who God is calling to leader-
ship. Please pray for the synod as we prepare to take this important action. At the 2018 Synod Assembly, 
May 4-5, there will be a bishop’s election. Information about the election and process will be 
updated regularly at http://mpls-synod.org/our-synod/synod-assembly/ 
The following people were nominated and are willing to be considered as candidates for  
bishop at the Minneapolis Area Synod Conference Assemblies on February 25, 2018: 
 

Gary Kinkel                     Ann Svennungsen     
Jeff Nehrbass                 Connie Forsberg Tiede I Will Pour Out My Spirit  
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Read to the children….  

Members of St. John’s Lutheran Church, 

We have a reading opportunity for you!  We read to the children at St. John’s Child Care Center many 
times throughout the day. We would love to have “Guest Readers” come share in the fun by spending 
15-30 minutes reading to a class of young children. Here are some days of the week and times where 
we could use you: 

 3 year old classroom on Wednesday’s or Friday’s at 11:30 

 4 year old classroom on Tuesday’s or Thursday’s at 10:30 

 5 year old classroom on Wednesday’s at 11:00 or 

    Tuesday’s or Thursday’s at 9:30 

 Toddler group on Tuesday’s or Thursday’s at 11:00 

Our teachers would supply the book for you, so they can plan curriculum around the story. This could 
be a one-time visit or an ongoing opportunity. For more information, or to schedule a “Guest Appear-
ance,” please call Tina or Venita at 612-827-1237! 

Thanks from the staff at St. John’s Child Care Center! 

WORSHIP DIALOGUE, a monthly forum for  

discussion of liturgical, theological, ecumenical and 

societal themes, will gather at St. John’s on Thurs-

day, April 26 at 11:30 a.m.  

Presenter on the topic,   

“Directions in the Future of 

Theological Education,” will 

be Rick Foss, Retired ELCA 

Bishop and former Interim 

President of Luther Seminary, St. Paul, MN.  The 

forum is open to anyone; bring a bag lunch if you 

like.  Coffee will be on.  

 

 

 

 

 
                   Saturday, April 21 

            St. John’s Lutheran Church 

                4842 Nicollet Ave So 

 

Dinner at 5:00 pm 
 in Fellowship Hall  

 

Concert at 6:00 pm 
 

      Benefitting TRUST Parish Nursing 

             $25 for concert and dinner 

            Concert only - $15 general,  

            $10 for students & seniors  

 

           Call 612-827-6159 or email    

 trust@trustinc.org for dinner reservations 

MENU – Salad, Something Italian, French 

Bread, Dessert 

“Justice for All:  

A Family and Community Approach to   

Protecting our Senior Population.” 
 

Wednesday, April 18th from 6:30 – 8:00 pm. 
Two experts will discuss important issues of 
abuse and neglect in the older population. 
Everyone is invited.  
St. Joan of Arc Church, 
4537 3rd Ave S 
Minneapolis 55419 
612-823-8205 

Devotional booklets:  “Christ in Our Home” and “The Word in Season devotion books, April-June 2018, are 

available at St. John’s in the narthex or church office.  There are several small copies of each and a few large print 

editions of “Christ in Our Home.”   
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About Our People 

      

Happy Birthday! 
 

  5 Tom Swanson 

  7 Brenton Larson 

  9 Elsah Gebhardt 

 Lydia Vollmer 

 10 Megan Eid  

 12 Nikki Niermann 

 17 Ben Kercheval 

  

         

 

Happy Anniversary! 
15       Mark & Lisa  
            Vollmer 
 

24       Ken & Kathy Marsh 
 

28  Susan & Robyn   
            Koliha 
 

 

 

 

If your birthdate and/or  
anniversary has been inad-
vertently omitted or is incor-

rect,  
please forgive us,  

then call the church office  
at 612-827-4406. 

Thank you! 

 

Birthdays and  

Anniversaries 
 

Remembering in Prayer… 
 

 Those in need of healing, comfort, encouragement or sustaining 
care: Margery Arens, Marge Larson, Mike Lee, Jane McDonald, 
Sara May Reineke, Norleen Schmidt, Diane Shea, Elaine Taylor, 
Margaret Thompson, Jeanne Tuvey, Bruce Walker,  and others 
held in our hearts and known by God. 

 

     Those who have recently experienced loss, especially: 
 Oly & Julie Stromberg and family at the death of Oly’s brother, 

Les Stromberg, on March 5.   
 The family of Richard Lundgren, who died March 2 in Clearwater, 

FL. Richard was the father of Karen Bail, a former choir director 
     at St. John’s.  
 Kay Scharf, whose nephew Robb Morin died on March 3.  
 The family of Mike Hennes, who died on Maundy Thursday;  
      prayers for comfort for his widow, Penny, friend of Debra Jacobs.  
        
     Also, those experiencing new life transitions this Easter season!  

 

Please let the church office know if you would like to  

share information with the congregation. 

You can reach the church office at 612-827-4406  
 
 

Callers to St. John’s now have the option to talk with or leave messages 

for individual staff, Child Care or even Chi Rho by choosing one of these 

eight prompts: 

         1. Church Office/Ann Paulson                  5. Joseph Sahai/Matthew Bell 

         2. Sam Grace                             6. Dave Helm, Chi Rho                                

         3. Tina Shear                                      7. Stacy Klucas, Bookkeeper 

         4. Venita Ditlevson                           8. Pastor Mark Tiede 
 

Email the church office at communications@stjohnsmpls.org  

Email Pastor Mark at pastortiede@stjohnsmpls.org  

To Pastor Mark and All St. John’s Members,  

 

  Thank you, thank you all for your prayers, phone calls, visits,  
flowers and concern when I was ill with  
pneumonia and other respiratory problems.  
   I’m so grateful of the care you all sent my 
way. Looking forward to being with you at 
church again.  
 

Elaine Taylor and family 



Information 
Church Office ................ 612-827-4406 

Church Office Fax  ........ 612-827-0574 

Child Care Center  ........ 612-827-1237 

Chi Rho Center  ............. 320-274-8307 

Church Office email:  

communications@stjohnsmpls.org  

Website ............ www.stjohnsmpls.org 

Like us on Facebook! 
 

Parish Staff 
PASTOR 

Mark Tiede 

DIRECTOR OF WORSHIP & MUSIC 

Samuel Grace 

OFFICE ASSISTANT/ACCOMPANIST 

Ann Paulson 

ORGANIST 

Peder Flaten 
 

BOOKKEEPER 

Stacy Klucas 

CUSTODIANS 

Matthew Bell 

Joseph Sahai 

CHILD CARE CENTER DIRECTOR 

Tina Shear 

CHI RHO CENTER MANAGER 

David Helm 
 

Church Council 
Jennifer Burdick, Secretary 

Steve Dosdall, Treasurer 

Jim Gambucci 

Bea Hasselmann 

Ann Paulson 

Sean Stagg, Vice President 

Oly Stromberg 

Sarah Tellijohn, President 

Eric Willette  

“Bui ld ing and Nurtur ing a  Fai th  Communi ty  through Worship ing,  Welcoming,  Growing,  and Serv ing”  

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
4842 Nicollet Avenue 

Minneapolis, MN  55419 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America (ELCA). We believe in the Triune God—Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit. We believe in Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, 

and the Gospel as the power of God for salvation for all that believe.  

We believe that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are the 

written Word of God, inspired by God’s Spirit speaking through their 

authors, recording and announcing God’s revelation centering in Jesus 

Christ. We believe the Church to be a people created by God in Christ 

and sustained by the Holy Spirit. 
 

Sunday Worship Service at 10:00 a.m. 

Nursery care is provided. 

Traditional worship that is joyful and welcoming to all.  

ELCA Presiding Bishop:   Bishop Elizabeth Eaton 

Minneapolis Area Synod Bishop:  Bishop Ann Svennungsen  

 


