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Second Sunday of  Advent 
December 10, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John called people to repent, to clear the decks, to completely reorder their lives so that nothing would get in the 

way of the Lord’s coming. The reading from Isaiah gives the context for this radical call: the assurance of 

forgiveness that encourages us to repent; the promise that the coming one will be gentle with the little ones. Isaiah 

calls us all to be heralds with John, to lift up our voices fearlessly and say, “See, your God is coming!” We say it 

to one another in worship in order to say it with our lives in a world in need of justice and peace. 

 
Prelude                                          Veni, Emmanuel                    Marilyn Biery 
                                                                                                         
Welcome                                                
 
Opening Hymn                O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                          ELW 257 
       Verses 1, 3, & 6 
                                                                               
Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.      
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 Building and nurturing a faith community through Worshiping, Welcoming, Growing, and Serving. 

4842 Nicollet Avenue South 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55419 



A Year of  Welcoming                  Providing Hospitality 

Confession and Forgiveness 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 
are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩Jesus Christ, your 
sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that 
Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen. 

Kyrie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME!  

God is here for you. 

 

If you have a prayer of 

celebration or concern 

that you would like 

included in the prayers, 

please complete the 

white card located in 

the pew rack and place 

it in the offering plate 

during the offering. 

 

FRIENDS—Welcome! 

Thank you for 

worshiping at St. 

John’s today.   

You are welcome to 

participate in every 

part of the worship 

service, including Holy 

Communion.  

 

If you would like more 

information about this 

congregation and its 

ministry in the world, 

please ask!  

 

You’re also welcome 

to fill out a white 

Fellowship Card in 

your pew rack and 

place it in the offering 

plate. 



 

Hymn of Praise 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Prayer of the Day 

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming 
strengthen us to serve you with purified lives; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

A Word for Children 

Our Hymn of Praise 

heralds us into song 

proclaiming that right 

here, right now, This(!) 

is the feast of victory 

for our God. 

 

Then, drawing directly 

from the description of 

heaven in the book of 

Revelation, our voices 

are joined to that 

heavenly throng as we 

sing with them, 

“Worthy is the Lamb who 

was slain, to receive power 

and wealth and wisdom 

and might and honor and 

glory and blessings!” 

(Revelation 5:12)  

 

 

Not only is this song a 

powerful proclamation 

of what God has 

accomplished in 

Christ, but also what 

now Christ is 

accomplishing in us 

today. 
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First Reading:                                Isaiah 40:1-11                             Pew Bible p. 581 
   The Word of the Lord.  
   Thanks be to God.  
 
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 (read responsively) 

 LORD, you were favorable to your land; 
 you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 
 You forgave the iniquity of your people; 
 you pardoned all their sin. 
 Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, 
 for he will speak peace to his people, 
 to his faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts. 
 Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him, 
 that his glory may dwell in our land. 
 Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; 
 righteousness and peace will kiss each other. 
 Faithfulness will spring up from the ground, 
 and righteousness will look down from the sky. 
 The LORD will give what is good, 
 and our land will yield its increase. 
 Righteousness will go before him, 
 and will make a path for his steps.   

 
Second Reading:                            2 Peter 3:8-15a                           Pew Bible p. 988 
   The Word of the Lord.  
   Thanks be to God.  
 
 

Gospel Acclamation (please stand as able) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Children are welcome to 

come forward for a word 

from the pastor.  

Afterwards they are 

welcome to return to 

their seats with you or go 

to the nursery with a 

Nursery Attendant.  

Nursery care is offered 

for children up to age 6.  

Also, activity bags are 

available in the narthex 

(entry).  

Today’s Nursery  

Attendants are: 

Sarah Bartell 

Kelley Yount 

 

The Nursery is located at 

the end of the hall to the 

right of the front of the 

sanctuary. 
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A Year of  Growing 

Gospel Reading:                           Mark 1:1-8                        Pew Bible p. 812 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,  
 "See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
 who will prepare your way; 
 the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 'Prepare the way of the Lord, 
 make his paths straight,'" 
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins. Now John was clothed with camel's hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and 
he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, "The one who is more powerful than I is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have 
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit."  

The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

Sermon                            Pastor Mark 
 
Hymn of the Day           There’s a Voice in the Wilderness                     ELW 255
        
Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come 
to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

Prayers of the Church 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer.  

Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 
Offering 
Special Music                                   Emmanuel!                                Carl J. Nygard, Jr.                                          

...in our relationships 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Offering is an 
important part of 
Christian worship; a 
moment when we 
share God’s abundance 
by giving back to God 
what God has first 
given to us: our selves, 
time, talents, and 
finances.  

Thank you for all the 
ways you live by God’s 
grace, sharing from 
what you have to 
empower the mission 
and ministry to which 
God has called us as 
St. John’s Lutheran 
Church. 

Readings next week: 

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11  

Psalm 126  

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24  

John 1:6-8, 19-28 
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Offering Hymn            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offering Prayer 
Blessed are you,   
O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us 
with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives 
to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave 
himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
The Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
The Words of Institution 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Invitation to Communion 
Come to the banquet, for all is ready for you.  

The Great 

Thanksgiving is when 

we lift our hearts in 

thanksgiving to a good 

and generous God. 

All are welcome to 

commune at St. John’s. 

If your child does not 

yet commune, you are 

welcome to bring them 

forward to receive a 

blessing from Pastor 

Mark. 

Communion will be 

served from the 

kneelers at the front of 

the sanctuary. Ushers 

will direct you forward 

for distribution. You 

will receive the host to 

eat and then wine (red) 

or juice (white) from an 

individual communion 

cup. Gluten-free wafers 

are available. Please 

indicate your need to 

the server. 

The ingredients for 

our communion 

bread are:  

whole wheat flour,  

white flour, salt,  

baking powder, oil, 

water, molasses & 

honey. 
 

Please inform the 

ushers if you need 

special assistance, and 

communion will be 

brought to you.  
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Lamb of God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communion Hymn               In the Bleak Midwinter                              ELW 294                                             

Post Communion Blessing 

Prayer after Communion 
Let us pray. God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united 
us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your 
Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the 
risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

Announcements 

The Benediction 

The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face shine upon you with grace and 
mercy, the Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  In the name of the Father, 
Son and the Holy Spirit.. Amen. 

Sending Hymn                       Hark, the Glad Sound!                               ELW 239 

Dismissal 
Christ is with you. God in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Postlude                                         Veni, Emmanuel                               Flor Peeters
   

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augs-
burg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23700. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

   

WORSHIP LEADERS 

Presiding Minister: 

Mark Tiede 

Assisting Minister: 

Ellen Dosdall 

Worship & Music: 

Peder Flaten, organ 

Ann Paulson, piano 

Samuel Grace, director 

St. John’s Big Choir 
 

Communion Preparers: 

Oly & Julie Stromberg 

Greeters: 
Andy Tellijohn 
Brian Lensch 

Nursery: 
Sarah Bartell 
Kelley Yount 
 

Coffee Servers:  
Mark & Tamara Gebhardt 
 

Counters:  
Bob Holden 
JoAnn Christoferson 
 
CHURCH COUNCIL 

President: 
Sarah Tellijohn 

Vice President: 
Sean Stagg 

Secretary: 
Jennifer Burdick 

Treasurer: 
Steve Dosdall 

Members-at-Large: 
Jim Gambucci 
Bea Hasselmann 
Ann Paulson 
Oly Stromberg 
Eric Willette 
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Our Welcoming Life Together 

ST JOHN’S STAFF 

Pastor: 

Mark Tiede 

Dir. of Worship & Music: 

Samuel Grace 

Office Assistant:  
Ann Paulson 

Bookkeeper: 
Stacy Klucas 
 
 

Custodians: 
Joseph Sahai Day 
Matthew Bell Night 
 

Organist: 
Peder Flaten 

Accompanist:  
Ann Paulson 

Dir. of Child Care Center  
Tina Shear 

Chi Rho Camp Manager 
Dave Helm 
 

MINISTRY TEAMS 
 

Administration 

Child Care Center 

Children, Youth &  

Family 

Community & 

Neighborhood 

Facilities 

Foundation 

Chi Rho 

Membership 

Music Series 

Stewardship 

Worship 
 
 

Website:  

www.stjohnsmpls.org 
 

Facebook: https://
www.facebook.com/
StJohnsMpls  

 
 

Contact: 
communications@stjohns
mpls.org; 612-827-4406  

CALENDAR:  
Today:   Event:      Location:    
       11:00 a.m.  Fellowship Hour; Everyone Welcome!  Fellowship Hall 
       11:15 a.m.  Community & Neighborhood Committee  Kitchen 
       11:30 a.m.  Confirmation      Pastor’s Office 
        4:00 p.m.  SJOC Messiah Performance & Reception  Sanctuary/FH  
Tuesday, December 12 
  2:00—5:00 p.m. Augsburg Suzuki Classes    St. John’s  
        6:00 p.m.                 Chi Rho Committee    Lounge 
Wednesday, December 13 
         5:00 p.m.  Advent Family Meal     Fellowship Hall 
         6:00 p.m.  Advent Family Worship    Fellowship Hall 
         6:45 p.m.  Brass Rehearsal     Sanctuary 
         7:30 p.m.  Choir Rehearsal                 Fellowship Hall       
Thursday, December 14 
         8:30 a.m.  Toolbox Brigade    Custodial Office 
       10:00 a.m.  Bible Study       Lounge 
Next Sunday, December 17 [Advent 3—John 1:6-8, 19-28] 
          9:15 a.m.  Sunday School      Upper Room 
        10:00 a.m.  Worship  -  New Member Received  Sanctuary 
        11:00 a.m.  Fellowship Hour — 
                                       Sunday School Christmas Program  Fellowship Hall         
        11:30 a.m.  Confirmation     Pastor’s Office 
 

 

ADVENT MIDWEEK WORSHIP: Please join our Advent midweek worship Wednesday 
evenings, December 13 and 20 in Fellowship Hall. Soup/supper is served from 5:00-5:45 p.m., 
with family-friendly worship at 6:00 p.m. - Christmas caroling and crafts, too!     
 

ST JOHN’S ANNUAL SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM will be held after 
worship next Sunday, December 17. Grab a cup of coffee and a donut, and settle in to hear the 
story of the birth of Jesus reenacted by the children. 
 

 
 
 

ST. JOHN’S welcomes Susan Zabel into membership next Sunday, December 17. Anyone who 
is interested in joining the congregation, please visit with Pastor Mark. 
 

ONE MORE WEEK OF THE GIVING TREE! Thank you for all of your generous gifts! If 
you still want to contribute, please bring your gift to the Giving Tree by Monday, December 18.  
Delivery to the Justice Page School will be on Tuesday, December 19.  
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24, St. John’s will observe the 4th Sunday of Advent at 10 a.m. with a 
Service of Holy Communion. Then at 4 p.m. we celebrate Christmas Eve with a family service of 
candlelight, carols, and readings. Nursery will be available at 10 a.m. only; coffee and donuts will 
not be served that morning. Welcome to our neighbors, friends, family, colleagues, one and all!   
 

HELP NEEDED! Since we are without a Weekend Custodian, we are assembling all willing 
and able-bodies women and men to assist in snow removal on Saturdays and Sundays. Please 
pick up your phone and call the church office if you are willing to join the fun.  
 

OUR CHURCH CONSTITUTION needs revision to align with changes in the model 
constitution adopted at the last ELCA assembly. A copy of our current constitution, the new 
model, and a side-by-side comparison of new/old language is available for reference in the 
Lounge. Conversations will be scheduled for congregational input prior to voting on these 
changes at a congregation meeting in conjunction with our annual meeting on January 28, 2018.  


