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The Messenger

 WORSHIP IN THIS SEASON OF PENTECOST 
 

Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 
 

June 4:   “Re-membering the Day of  

                 Pentecost”  

                 Recognition of Graduating    

                 High School Seniors 

                 Reception of New Members 

                 Music: St. John’s Brass 

June 11: “Living in the Community of  

                 the Trinity” 

                 Music: Peder Flaten 

June 18: “Sent Out to Proclaim the Good News and                  

                 Share God’s Compassion” 

                 Music: Colleen Pollack 

June 25:  “Marked with the Cross” 

                 Music: Marge Huseth & Ann Paulson         

 

ST JOHN’S SEMI-ANNUAL  

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  

Sunday, June 25 at 11:15 a.m.   
 
As stated in our congregation’s constitution, this 
meeting is to include the nomination and election  
of council members and the sharing of reports from 
officers, committees and organizations.  
 

 There will be four council openings to be filled. 
 

 If you wish to join the council or to nominate a member for the council, 
please contact the church office. Any voting member of St. John’s is 
eligible to serve on council. Our constitution defines “voting members” 
as confirmed members who “shall have communed and made a  

      contribution of record during the current or preceding year.” 
 

 All members are encouraged to attend this important meeting.  
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On June 1st some of the staff 
surprised me with a cake to  
celebrate my 20th anniversary 

of ordination. That was a lovely gesture. Thank you, guys! While we ate cake, Ann Paulson 
asked me whether I have Bible verses that have been foundational to my ministry. I honestly 
had never really thought about it before, but I discovered that I did have not just one but 
three immediately come to mind -- and I believe they have truly been foundational to not  
only my career but to my life as a baptized child of God.  

 Hebrews 12: 1-2a Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of  
        witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let  
        us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer  
        and perfecter of our faith 

 Galatians 5: 1  For freedom Christ has set us free; stand fast therefore, and do not  
        submit again to a yoke of slavery. 

 2 Corinthians 5: 17  So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything        
        old has passed away; behold, everything has become new!  
 

The verse from Hebrews is carved in wood around the entire sanctuary’s circumference in  
my home congregation. Above this hand-carved verse are the names of many biblical figures 
starting with Adam and Eve, Noah and running through the whole Bible; then to ancient  
theologians, modern theologians; and at the end of the 'list' are two blank places.  Each  
All Saints Sunday we'd stand and as a whole congregation read the names of all the biblical 
heroines and heroes who are in fact that “cloud of witnesses." The message was clear to me: 
you and I are a part of that cloud of witnesses, too! I believe this message so much that I  
believe it was no small part of what nudged me into the public ministry. 
The Galatians text might seem innocuous and ‘fine’ or even just ‘nice’ at first read, but for  
me it changed me during my first summer on Green Lake Bible Camp Staff. That year (1990) 
this text was the assigned Theme Verse for the entire summer. We needed to have the  
campers memorize it so we made it into a chant of sorts and said it with the campers all day, 
every day, all summer long! I still have that silly chant in my head... But it wasn't until I was at 
seminary that I saw the wonder in it: the grammar of Christ setting us free is in the past  
perfect tense; meaning it is already done/accomplished — therefore we are to STAY free from 
whatever would bind us. This little verse was saying to me that we are already free. You are 
already free. I am already free. Totally free. RIGHT. NOW. Because of Jesus Christ. Because 
there is nothing more to do (you cannot get MORE free) the question then morphed into: 
knowing there is NOTHING we HAVE to do, now what shall we do? I have been aware that  
that question drives me. 
The 2 Corinthians verse was also a Bible Camp Theme Verse, but it was when I was a camper 
at Green Lake. The rhythmic chant never really worked and always made me laugh at how 
clunky it was — which is why I think I remembered it all these years later. But, again, the  
profundity of its message never hit me until decades later and I realized that God in Christ  
Jesus was making me not only free, but anew! And I do mean totally anew - and in that 
newness of life we are able to do and say and accomplish stuff for others that we could not   
do or say or accomplish in the same way before. Made anew in Christ means that Christ has 
indeed set you free from whatever holds you down or binds you. And because we've been 
given this liberating faith in Christ Jesus we are welded together into the body of Christ in the 
world which is, I believe, the cloud of witnesses who surround us all day, every day, always 
and forevermore. The truth of this message — Christ has made us altogether new, set us free 
and we are the cloud of witnesses for each other and especially for the sake of the world — is 
what drives me to even dare to step forth blindly into God's future. Over our storied 134 years 
of life together as St. John's  Lutheran Church, we've had spectacular moments and deeply 
hurtful moments, monumental successes and crevasses of pain, but it has all been a part of 
our journey with Christ Jesus - and he's not done with us yet. In fact, our best days are yet to 
come. I believe. 
~Pastor Mark 

  

 

 

 

Bible studies  

with Pastor Mark  

will resume in September.  

Watch for  

“special sessions”  

during the summer!  

 
 

Looking ahead:   

Outdoor Worship 

 July 16 at St. John’s   
 

Worship at Lake Harriet 

 St. John’s/ 

St. Thomas the Apostle  

Labor Day Sunday  

Lectionary  
for June 

 

June 4  

Day of Pentecost 

Numbers 11:24-30                                   

   Acts 2:1-21 

John 20:19-23   

 

 

June 11 
The Holy Trinity  

 

Genesis 1:1-2:4a 
Psalm 8 

Matthew 28:16-20 

 

June 18 
Pentecost 2 

Exodus 19:2-8a 
Psalm 100 

Romans 5:1-8 
Matthew 9:35-10:8  

 

June 25 
Pentecost 3 

Jeremiah 20:7-13 
Psalm  69:7-10, 16-18 

Romans 6:1b-11 
Matthew 10:27-39 
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About Our People 

 Happy Birthday! 
1 Mary Anderson 

 Benjamin Gebhardt  

3 Jacob Aune 

4    Reed Ferguson 

6 Marlene Holden 

7 David Ackman 

 Caitlin Conrad  

9 Christine Budd 

10 Otis Quinn 

11 John Nordstrom 

13 Beth Stromberg 

14  Bryce Ackman 

       Gary Krogh 

15  Sandy Rader 

16  Kathy Marsh 

20  Jared Andrews 

25  Zachary Stagg 

30  Deborah Dunham 

 Samuel Nervig 

Happy Anniversary! 
 

3    Marge Huseth &  
          Brian Powers 
 

10      Lori Johnson & Mike Lee 

25    Matthew & Jennifer  
          Burdick   
   

          Brenton & Marge Larson 
 

       Father’s Day—June 18 
 

 

If your birth date and/or  
anniversary has not  

been included 
 or is incorrect, please call 

 the church office  
at 612-827-4406. 

Thank you! 

June Birthdays   

&  Anniversaries  

Remembering in Prayer 
 

 Those in need of healing, comfort or sustaining care: 

       Dave Holms, Anne Kinney, Mike Lee, Jane McDonald, Brian Miles,  

       Lenore Schaffnit, Gregory Smetana, Oly Stromberg, and Margaret Thompson. 

 Those grieving loss:        

       Kaaya and Etsegenet in the death of their infant son, Fiker Upendo  

       Kaaya-Ayele.  

       The family of Phyllis Roff, who died May 31; her memorial service will be    

       held at St. John’s on Tuesday, June 13 at 6:30 p.m. with visitation at 6:00 p.m.      

 

Please let the church office know if you would like to  

share information with the congregation. 
 

You can reach the church office at 612-827-4406  
 
 

The phone system at church has changed. Callers to St. John’s now have 

the option to talk with or leave messages for individual staff, Child Care 

or even Chi Rho by choosing one of these eight new prompts: 

         1. Church Office/Ann Paulson                  5. Joseph Sahai/Matthew Bell 

         2. Sam Grace                             6. Dave Helm, Chi Rho                                

         3. Tina Shear                                      7. Nicole Vaughn, Bookkeeper 

         4. Venita Ditlevson                           8. Pastor Mark Tiede 
 

Email the church office at communications@stjohnsmpls.org  

Email Pastor Mark at pastortiede@stjohnsmpls.org  

Congratulations!  

 To Pastor Mark Tiede, celebrating the 20th anniversary of his ordination,   

       June 1, 1997.   

 To Katie Ercolani and Jack Hurbanis, St. John’s members graduating from high 

       school. They will be celebrated during worship on Sunday, June 4.   

       A reception provided by CYF and Membership to honor our graduates and St.  

       John’s new members will follow worship during fellowship hour.   

Welcome, New Members of St. John’s!  

Received into the congregation on Pentecost Sunday, June 4, 2017: 
 

 Patrick and Leah Coveney 

 Kaitlyn Wiener & Isaac Johnson 

 Sharon Koschak  

 Craig McAllister 

 Beth McAllister 

Jaeden 

Lilianna 

Susan Lillevold 

 Bergit Nerheim 
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Sunday School News 
Happy Birthday, Church! 
 

St. John’s Sunday School  

classes are on summer break 

now at St. John’s.  

Children are welcome and encouraged to come and 

worship with everyone on Sunday mornings! Pastor 

Mark usually gives “A Word for Children” in the   

service before the scripture readings and sermon.  

Nursery care for children up to age six will also be  

offered during summer Sunday worship at St. John’s.   
 

~St. John’s CYF Committee 

Moments of Generosity   
 

Finding the correct page within the Bible when the 

lector on Sunday morning invites us to turn to a  

specific Bible verse is difficult. Finding that book of 

the Bible in the 3.1 seconds before the lector begins 

reading can seem downright impossible!  In order to 

avoid feeling clumsy (or silly) for being unable to  

find the correct page, many will simply choose to just 

listen and not even attempt to open the Bible.   
 

In hope of eliminating that feeling by making the holy 

scriptures as accessible as possible, a member of our 

congregation quietly slips into the sanctuary every 

single week to place a book-

mark in the correct spot in 

every single pew Bible 

throughout the sanctuary.   
 

Thank you, Ann, for your 

care for the people of God 

together in worship. 

 

Missionary Circle 
   Missionary Circle will meet on the  

   second Wednesday of the month, 

   June 14 at noon at Marj Sethna’s  

   building at Nokomis Square, 5015  

   35th Ave S, Minneapolis. The meeting 

   is potluck with Elaine Taylor bringing  

   dessert.  

 

Ramsey Back Pack  
Year-End Summary  
 

June 7 will be the final backpack drop-off time for  

this school year. Donations will be due Sunday, June 4,  

and we will fill backpacks for delivery to Ramsey on 

Wednesday, June 7.  
 

Packing help is appreciated; you may contact Tamara 

Gebhardt at gebhardtfamily@msn.com. 
 

Requested foods are canned corn, peanut butter, rice, canned 

tuna or chicken, canned fruit, mac & cheese, canned ravioli 

or spaghettios and cereal (Cheerios, Rice Krispies and Mini-

Wheats). Cash donations are used to purchase fresh fruit  

and any items of which we are short. 

Brueggers at 46th & Nicollet donates  

bagels to add to the backpacks as well. 
 

Thanks to all of your efforts, 15 Ramsey 

Middle School families have had supple-

mental food every month of school.   

Remember - we are making a difference! 

~The Community and Neighborhood Committee  

 

CHI RHO IS ‘50’  

THIS YEAR! 
 

Dates to remember: 
 

July 2—Fireworks at  

              Chi Rho, Annandale 

              Sponsored by  

              Greater Lake Sylvia Association.  
 

August 19-20—SUMMERFEST 

             Saturday: Music, Food, Games 

             Sunday:  Pancake Breakfast &Worship     
 

News & Notes:  
 

Chi Rho held a successful Memorial Sunday pancake 

breakfast, raising some $1500 for special projects.  
 

Chi Rho Center has a ‘new’ piano, thanks to Oly!  

He found one that was being given away by Good 

Shepherd Presbyterian Church in Minnetonka and  

then moved the piano to Chi Rho. Thank you, Oly. 
 

Thank you also to Oly and Julie Stromberg for their 

donation and  installation of a new flag pole at Chi Rho 

Center.                 
 

See our Facebook posts at 

https://www.facebook.com/chirhocenter     
 

“68 miles due west” 
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Community Meal:  

Saturday, June 24 at noon 

Come and help...come and eat!   
 

St. John’s volunteers welcome guests, help prepare food 

and beverages, bus and wash dishes, and clean up. The 

time commitment is about two hours, 11:30-1:30 each 

fourth Saturday.  

If you would like to help, you may sign up on the poster 

outside Fellowship Hall, or contact the church office to 

volunteer or for more information. Bring your family... 

invite a friend or neighbor! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

     

Thank you to all who  

    welcomed and served  

    our guests in May!  

 

St. John’s  

Administration Committee will present the  

SPECIAL OFFERING  

during worship on June 11. 

 

ST. JOHN’S BOOK CLUB will meet to discuss 

Jodi Picoult’s newest book, Small Great Things, 

on Sunday, June 11 at 11:30 a.m. in St. John’s 

lounge/library.  

The author tackles prejudice, race, privilege, and 

social justice. Please contact Jennifer Burdick 

with any questions—mattjen0625@msn.com or 

651-636-0899.   

Come, join the discussion; everyone is welcome! 

     A WOMEN’S EVENING RETREAT with  

     yoga, dinner, and listening practice is planned  

     for Wednesday, June 14 from 6:00-8:30 p.m. at  

     St. John’s. Members, friends and neighbors are 

     welcome! Free-will offering. Contact Anna  

     Carlson (annacarlson246@yahoo.com) or  

     Ann in the church office: 612-827-4406, 

     apaulson@stjohnsmpls.org.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Photo by Anna Carlson 

 

“All Anew” is the theme for  

Women of the ELCA’s  

Tenth Triennial Gathering being held  

at the Minneapolis Convention Center,  

July 13-16, 2017. Because the Tenth  

Triennial Gathering falls during the  

observance of the 500th anniversary of the 

Protestant Reformation in 2017, the theme resonates with 

reformation and transformation images. At the gathering, 

participants will explore ways in which the Holy Spirit 

changes us, acknowledging that reformation and transfor-

mation have happened and continue to happen within the 

community of women known as Women of the ELCA.  

All women of the church are invited.   
 
 

Pre-Gathering Coloring Devotionals and more   

information related to this event may be found at 

http://www.welcatg.org. 

   

  HAS ANYONE SEEN THE  

  COMMUNION NAPKINS?  

  They are 12 inches square and used  

  cover the bread and wine. 

  Elaine has washed and ironed them  

  but they are missing. Please return  

  them to St. John’s sacristy or call      

  Elaine Taylor at 612-824-5324. 

mailto:apaulson@stjohnsmpls.org
http://www.elca500.org/
http://www.elca500.org/
http://www.welcatg.org/coloring-devotionals
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Information 
Church Office ................ 612-827-4406 

Church Office Fax  ........ 612-827-0574 

Child Care Center  ........ 612-827-1237 

Chi Rho Center  ............. 320-274-8307 

Church Office email:  

communications@stjohnsmpls.org  

Website ............ www.stjohnsmpls.org 

Like us on Facebook! 

 

Parish Staff 
PASTOR 

Mark A. Tiede 

DIRECTOR OF WORSHIP & MUSIC 

Samuel Grace 

OFFICE ASSISTANT 

Ann Paulson 

ORGANIST 

Peder Flaten 

 

BOOKKEEPER 

Nicole Vaughn 

CUSTODIANS 

Matthew Bell 

Jon Dosdall 

Joseph Sahai 

CHILD CARE CENTER DIRECTOR 

Tina Shear 

CHI RHO CENTER MANAGER 

David Helm 
 

Church Council 
Jennifer Belz, Vice President 

Jennifer Burdick, Interim Secretary 

Bonnie Conrad 

Steve Dosdall, President 

Allan Ferguson, Interim Treasurer 

Jack Hurbanis 

Sean Stagg 

Oly Stromberg 

Sarah Tellijohn 

Eric Willette  
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St. John’s Lutheran Church 
4842 Nicollet Avenue 

Minneapolis, MN  55419 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America (ELCA). We believe in the Triune God—Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit. We believe in Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, 

and the Gospel as the power of God for salvation for all that believe.  

We believe that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are the 

written Word of God, inspired by God’s Spirit speaking through their 

authors, recording and announcing God’s revelation centering in Jesus 

Christ. We believe the Church to be a people created by God in Christ 

and sustained by the Holy Spirit. 
 

Sunday Worship Service at 10:00 a.m. 

Nursery care is provided. 

Traditional worship that is joyful and welcoming to all.  

ELCA Presiding Bishop:   Bishop Elizabeth Eaton 

Minneapolis Area Synod Bishop:  Bishop Ann Svennungsen  

 


