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The Messenger

  

SUNDAYS 
 

Sunday School at 9:00 a.m.  

Worship with Holy Communion at 

10:00 a.m. 

       Fellowship Hour at 11:00 a.m.  

 

(March 5: “All Together” Sunday 

School at 11:15) 

 

 

          

            

 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

March 1 - 7:00 p.m. 

Service of Holy Communion  

and  

Imposition of Ashes  

 

 

LENTEN WEDNESDAYS 

March 8, 15, 22, 29, April 5 

    Meal at 5:45 p.m. 

  Worship: 7:00 - 7:30 p.m. 

“Behold the Light” liturgy;  

Reflection on the Lord’s Prayer  

                                                in Luther’s Small Catechism 

 

FREE INDEED LENTEN DEVOTIONALS are available in the narthex 
at St. John’s. These beautiful devotionals revisit (or introduce) Luther’s Small 
Catechism over our 40-day Lenten journey.  
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 Growing our faith in Christ Jesus 

 Growing our relationships with our holy family (St. John’s) 

 Growing our relationships with our neighbors & friends (the world) 
 

Dot #1: Last September we embarked on a journey to explore this second of our four 
congregational values: Worshiping, Welcoming, Growing, and Serving.  Each month, 
committee members have been giving talks during the offering sharing the ways that 
their committee’s ministry itself has been an offering to God by giving life to our 
Growing value by providing opportunities for each of us to be Growing our Faith, 
Growing our relationships with each other as the church, and Growing our reach with 
the love of God into the world. 

Dot #2: 2017 is a colossal year for our Lutheran Tradition because October 31, 
2017 will mark the 500th Anniversary of the moment when Dr. Martin Luther posted 
the famous 95 Theses on the church door in Wittenberg, Germany.  These 95 things 
that Luther believed needed to change within the church were quickly picked up 
(possibly even by Luther’s own students?) translated form Latin into German and 
widely distributed using the newly invented Gutenberg printing press — the social 
media site of the era. One source online (the Economist) had this quote: “Luther's  
friend Friedrich Myconius later wrote that ‘hardly 14 days had passed when these 
propositions were known throughout Germany and within four weeks almost all of 
Christendom was familiar with them.’ “ These theses jumpstarted the protestant  
reformation of the western Christian church, which was forever changed. As Lutherans 
we are the namesake of this reformation Christian Tradition, and as such the  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America’s (ELCA) Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton 
has invited every member of every congregation to reacquaint ourselves with the  
theology of Martin Luther.  
 

Dot #3: Now as of March 1st, we arrive at the liturgical season of Lent.  Lent  
commences with Ash Wednesday; a worship service where often ashes are placed on 
the forehead where we were marked with the cross of Christ during baptism, but now 
are reminded that we are dust and to dust we shall return. Lent is the time of soul 
searching and reflection.  Sometimes, Christians give themselves a daily discipline to 
aid in their reflection and soul searching.  Some quit smoking, drinking alcohol, or 
eating meat while others will add a daily discipline of reading a Psalm or setting aside 
time at lunch for prayer or meditation. These are common referred to as faith  
practices. 
 

As you read this, these three Dots are coming together like a confluence of three major 
streams: our continuing journey of Growing, our celebration of the 500th anniversary 
of our reformation, and the arrival of the liturgical season of Lent. This convergence 
provides a perfect opportunity for each and all of us to individually and personally 
implement some faith practices into our lives while rediscovering our Lutheran  
heritage.  To that end, and to connect all of these Dots, we at St. John’s Lutheran 
Church will be using the theme of The Lord’s Prayer from Luther’s Small Catechism 
for our midweek worship services, and every day of the season of Lent you are  
encouraged to read the devotion from Augsburg Fortress’ Free Indeed: Devotions for 
Lent. From the Welcome page of Free Indeed: “Free Indeed brings Luther’s Small 
Catechism into you home or devotional time during this year of observing 500 years 
of reformation.  Each day features a reading from the catechism, accompanied by an 
evocative image, a quotation to ponder, a reflection, and a prayer. The writers bring 
their unique voices and wisdom to reflect on Luther’s teachings on the basics of  
Christian faith and practice.”   
 

It is my deep hope that this 500th anniversary year of our reforming tradition, the 
season of Lent, our weekly Sunday and midweek worship services, and daily reflec-
tions are helpful tools for each of us to be Growing in our Faith, Church-Family, and 
Friendships.   God bless you and your Lenten Journey of Growing -Pastor Mark 

  

 
 
 

 
 
  

Lectionary Readings 
for 

March 
 
 

March 5 
                         Lent 1 
         Luke 10:25-42                           

Psalm 15 

 
March 12 

Lent 2 
Luke 13:1-9, 31-35 

Psalm 122 
   

 
March 19 

Lent 3 
Luke 15:1-32 

Psalm 121 

 

March 26 
Lent 4  

Luke 16:19-31 
Psalm 41:1-3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Mark will continue to host Bi-

ble Studies during Lent, each Thurs-

day morning at 10:00 a.m. at St. 

John’s. Discussion is based on the fol-

lowing Sunday’s texts (readings). 

Come and learn from one another; 

grow in and with the Word!  
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Sunday School News 
Sunday School continues to meet at 

9:00 every Sunday morning. We've got 

a small but mighty group of teachers 

and kids, and we're enjoying learning, 

singing, praying and crafting together. 

We're using the Whirl Classroom  

curriculum from Sparkhouse this year, 

and after reading all about Abraham 

and his ancestors this fall, we've moved into the New Testa-

ment and are hearing well-known stories from Jesus' minis-

try.  

We'll take a break from Whirl on March 5th for a special 

Ash Wednesday "all-together" after worship at 11:15. All 

are welcome! 
 

St. John’s CYF Committee 

St. John’s Worship Committee will present 
the ‘Special Offering’ for March during  
worship on Sunday, March 5.  

 

Moments of Generosity   

Cassie Zonnefeld and Anne Loch 

are the two social workers at 

Ramsey Middle School who dis-

tribute the backpacks filled with 

groceries to the children they 

identify in need of food for the 

weekend.  They recently shared 

with us this story: 
 

“A year ago when we first started Anne had one family 

that she suspected might benefit from a back pack, but the 

child didn’t take one. Then she did a home delivery one 

day and brought it to their home. And his mom, she’s just 

a wonderful woman, took the backpack and asked, “What 

have you got in here?  FOOD!?!” The boy’s whole face lit 

up and since then he has taken a backpack every single 

month and it’s been a huge blessing to their family.  So 

thank you, church, for the way that you are reaching out 

to our students and your community.   

It really does make a difference.” 

Recap…. 
 
 
Thank so much you to all who made St. John’s 2nd Annual 

Chili Competition a success!  Eight chili chefs provided a 

wide variety of good tastes. The results:  

3rd Place—Tamara (Mark, she said) Gebhardt 

2nd Place—Bea Hasselmann (removing her Apron) 

1st Place—Jeanne Tuvey  

                  (“Supreme Chili Master” for 2017!) 
 

Through this event, $400 was raised for the Ramsey Back-

pack Program. As emcee Andrew Berg put it, “The big 

winners are the Ramsey Middle School kids.”   
 

We are Grateful….. 
 

Together we of St. John’s continue to 

pack and deliver 15 backpacks each 

month for Ramsey School families! 

Your generous food and cash dona-

tions do matter! Requested foods 

are: rice, meat (canned chicken & 

tuna), canned fruit, mac & cheese, 

and cereal (Cheerios, Rice Krispies and Mini-Wheats).  

Cash donations are used to purchase fresh fruit and back-

packs. Bruegger’s Bagels at 46th & Nicollet donates  

bagels to top off the backpacks.  
 

Together we are making a difference! 

~The Community and Neighborhood Committee ~ 

DEAR SOUP MAKERS! We are in 
need of some additional help for this 
year’s Lenten soup supper dinners. If you 
are able to provide a soup, rolls, or bars, 
we are in need of help on March 22, 29, 
and April 5. We could also always use help with serving and 
clean-up! There is a sign-up outside the fellowship hall if 
you are willing to help. We generally plan for 30-40 people.  

Jeanne has graciously responded to requests to share 

her winning recipe!  Thank you, Jeanne! Here it is: 
 

“Place everything in crock pot starting with the chicken 

2 small or 1 large chicken breast 

1 can rotel 

1 can black beans, drained and rinsed 

1 can corn (including the liquid) 

1 t ground cumin 

1 T chili powder 

1 t onion powder 

1 package dry ranch dressing 

1 8 oz cake of cream cheese 
 

Cook on low for 8+ hours. When finished, take 2 forks to 

shred the chicken. (I doubled the recipe on Sunday.)” 
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3rd Annual Women of St John’s Retreat   

“Listening for God”  
Friday, March 10, 5:00 p.m. -  
Saturday, March 11, 6:30 p.m.  
Chi Rho Center, 5750 Porter Ave, Annandale, MN 
 

GUEST LEADER: PASTOR KATHERINE NYCKLEMOE 
 

The 3rd Annual Women's Retreat is coming up in less than 10 days! Women 

are invited to gather Friday evening at 5:00 p.m. for supper, companionship, and a restful night’s sleep.   
 

On Saturday, Pastor Katherine Nycklemoe will lead us in “Listening for God 101….”  She has been a parish 

pastor for over 25 years and a spiritual director for 15 years, engaging with congregations in leading prayer 

workshops and retreats in contemplative prayer. We will also grow together through gentle yoga and conver-

sation, and have some great meals! Come and enjoy the beauty of Chi Rho Retreat Center. Bring a friend!  

The retreat program ends at 6:30 p.m.; you can also choose to stay for Saturday night dinner and/or overnight.  
 

Please register in the church office (612-827-4406) before Tuesday, March 7, 9:00am, or contact Ann  

Paulson, apaulson@stjohnsmpls.org or Anna Carlson, annacarlson246@yahoo.com with questions. More  

details can also be found on St. John’s website at www.stjohnsmpls.org and posted at church.   
 

“Be still before the Lord, and wait patiently for him...”   Psalm 37:7a                                                

Bach’s “Ein feste Burg” and 

Music of Early Lutheran Mas-

ters with the National Lutheran 

Choir 

500 years ago, Martin Luther 

initiated an ongoing process of 

reformation, and the music of the 

Church evolved in significant 

ways. Luther’s colleague, Johann 

Walther, was among the first Lutheran composers follow-

ing the Reformation. Subsequent Lutheran composers  

include Heinrich Schütz and Michael Praetorius. Johann 

Sebastian Bach is perhaps the most prominent Lutheran 

composer of all time. Music from these masters will be 

included in this concert, with a focus on Bach’s Cantata 80, 

Ein feste Burg is unser Gott (A Mighty Fortress is Our 

God), based on Luther’s most widely-known hymn,  

performed with choir and chamber orchestra. 
 

MINNEAPOLIS: Sunday, March 19, 2017, 4:00pm 

Central Lutheran Church (333 S 12th St, Minneapolis, MN 

55404) 

Tickets: $25* 

*See Samuel Grace for a $5 coupon! Call Brown Paper 

Tickets (800) 838-3006 or order online at NLCA.com.  

REFORMATION 500     

It will be St. John’s turn  

to serve for Loaves & Fishes  

Monday, March 27 at 5:00 p.m. 
 

TRUST congregations join together to  
prepare and serve meals at Loaves and 

Fishes at St. Stephen’s Church on the 4th 
Monday, 6 times a year.  

 

If you can help or have questions,  
please call Marlene Holden  

at 612-927-6369.  

Free Community Meal   

Saturday, March 25 

 Sign up to Help! Come and 
Eat! 

 

St. John’s will host its monthly Community Meal at noon on 

March 25. Volunteers are needed to welcome between 30-40 

guests, help prepare food and beverages, bus and wash dishes, 

and clean up. The time commitment is about two hours. If you 

are interested in participating in this ministry, please sign up 

on the poster outside Fellowship Hall or let the church office 

know.  

http://www.nlca.com/about-national-lutheran-choir
http://www.nlca.com/about-national-lutheran-choir
http://www.nlca.com
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About Our People 

Happy Birthday! 

 
 

3 Ron Hasselmann 

5 William Nordstrom 

 Karen Schoenecker 

7 Sydney Falk  

 Abigail Raymond 

9 Chris Roff  

11 Sara May Reineke 

13 Phyllis Roff 

14 Steve Carlson 

15 Andrew Berg 

 Bonnie Conrad 

 Marge Korzenowski 

16 Katie Ercolani 

19   Rachel Ferguson 

         Lori Johnson 

22 Carleen Lensch 

23 Emile Davies-Venn, Jr. 

 Omar Yamoor 

26   Will Amundson 

 

March Anniversaries! 

 

13 Matt & Stephanie Kind 

 

 
 

If your birth date and/or  
anniversary has not  

been included 
 or is incorrect, please call 

 the church office  
at 612-827-4406. 

Thank you! 

Birthdays   

&  Anniversaries Remember in Prayers 
 

 Those in need of healing, comfort or sustaining care: 

          Baby Bartlett, Dr. Battle of Grace Temple, Nira Flaten, Dave Holms, Anne  

          Kinney, Emmanuel Marcila, Jane McDonald, John McWaters, Lindsey  

          Thompson, Margaret Thompson, and Estie Zimmerman 

 Those who grieve the recent death of loved ones:  

       -  Family & friends of Loretta Larson (mother of Merwyn Larson) 

       -  Family & friends of Mae Birch [mother of Jeffrey (Karen) Birch & Sarah  

          Birch, aunt of Jennifer Belz, sister-in-law of Carole Birch] whose funeral  

          will be held at St. John’s on Friday, March 3 at 11 a.m.  Visitation will be  

          at 10 and a lunch will follow the service.   

 

Please let the church office know if you would like to  

share information with the congregation. 
 

You can reach the church office at 612-827-4406  

Office Hours:  Mon.-Thurs. 10 a.m.—5 p.m. 

Fri. 9 a.m.—1 p.m. 
 
 

The phone system at church has changed. Callers to St. John’s now have 

the option to talk with or leave messages for individual staff, Child Care or 

even Chi Rho by choosing one of these eight new prompts: 

         1. Church Office/Ann Paulson                  5. Joseph Sahai/Matthew Bell 

         2. Sam Grace                             6. Dave Helm, Chi Rho                                

         3. Tina Shear                                      7. Nicole Vaughn, Bookkeeper 

         4. Venita Ditlevson                           8. Pastor Mark Tiede 

Email the church office at communications@stjohnsmpls.org  

Email Pastor Mark at pastortiede@stjohnsmpls.org  

STAFF CORNER:  

Introducing Nicole Vaughn 
 

Please welcome Nicole Vaughn who  

joined St. John’s as a Bookkeeper in mid-

February. Nicole attended St. Kate’s and 

has worked in finance and management 

for the past several years. She resides in the Kingfield 

neighborhood with her 18-month-old daughter. Nicole is 

happy to be a part of St. John’s, as she shares the value of 

social justice in community.   

 

Fun Fact:  Nicole has travelled to over twenty coun-

tries. And, she started when she was two years old!   
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Dear Families of St. John’s Lutheran Church: 
 
Grandparents and other loved ones are very important in children’s lives, and we are celebrating a week just 
for them. Our school’s Grand Event Week recognizes the important role this audience can play in a child’s 
education. Because learning to read is the most important skill a child can learn, we’ve scheduled a special 
time for grandparents and other loved ones to celebrate reading during our Scholastic Book Fair. 
 
Book Fairs have always been about families and reading. We ask you, your families, and any grands or other 
loved ones to visit our Scholastic Book Fair and experience a celebration of reading that provides an oppor-
tunity for them to get involved in a universal mission: encouraging kids to read every day so they can lead 
better lives. 
 
Reading is vital to every child’s success, and raising kids as readers means getting involved while they’re 
young. Now is the time. Giving kids access to good books and the opportunity to choose their own books will 
motivate them to read more. And like most acquired skills, the more kids practice reading, the better they’ll 
get. 
 
We hope your family, including “grands”, will visit our school and celebrate with us. 
 
Grand Event Date:  March 14th – 16th  
Grand Event Time: 8:00am-6:00pm 
Location:   Lounge on first floor 
 
Sincerely, 
 
St. John’s Child Care Center Staff  

St. John’s will be decorating our sanctuary 
with an assortment of plants on Easter Day, 
April 16. If you are interested in reserving a 
plant, you can: 

 

 Place your order in Fellowship Hall  

   following worship services on Sundays,  

   March 26, April 2 & 9. 

 Call or email the church office at 612-

827-4406, communications@ 

    stjohnsmpls.org 

 Complete, clip out, and mail the form 

here to the church office. Can be printed 

also directly from website or email link.  

 Please do this by Monday, April 10. 

The cost of an Easter plant is $15.00.  Please make checks 

payable to St. John’s Lutheran Church and in the memo line, 

write “Easter Plant.”  Your plant choices are: 

 Easter Lily (white) Quantity  ______  

 Tulip (Assorted Colors) Quantity  ______  

 Mums (Yellow) Quantity  ______  

Name:  _________________________________________  
 

Enclosed is $ __________  for __________ plants (s) 
 

Given in memory of  ______________________________                                                                           

Given in honor of  ________________________________            
 

Other   _________________________________________  

EASTER 

PLANTS 
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St. John's Youth and TRUST Youth 
 

On Wednesday, Feb 22, the St. John's Youth had a good time at 
Simply Jane/ArtAble on Nicollet Avenue. We ate pizza from Pizza 
Lucé, heard about her art program for the community, learned 
about her art program as therapy for people of all ages and  
abilities, and did a little volunteer work as a servant project.  
 

The TRUST Youth has reorganized with new leadership and focus.  
This spring and summer at least four congregations [St. John's, 
Lynnhurst UCC, Judson Baptist and Lutheran Church of Christ the 
Redeemer (LCCR)] will be communicating about our respective 
Youth activities to invite each other's youth to join in. Then, four of 
the TRUST Youth leaders met at St. John’s on February 20th and 
had a great (and fruitful!) time together. Energy and ideas were 
flying!  These leaders also agreed to keep meeting on a monthly 
basis to keep building the relationships between our congregation and also to keep the communication flowing. 
 

We decided that we will take turns organizing monthly TRUST Youth Events/Gatherings throughout the school year 
beginning in September 2017. These will happen consistently on the 3rd Sunday of every month (Sept 2017-May 2018) 
from 12noon-2pm. (Some events may go longer, which we will publish well in advance.)  All Trust Youth (AND THEIR 
FRIENDS) are super welcome to participate!  
 

Here are the details so far: 
 

2017                                                                                                   2018 
Sept. 17: Judson organizes (Beth) – “Lake & Games”               Jan. 21: Judson (Beth) 
Oct. 15: Lynnhurst (Nicole)                                                            Feb. 18: Lynnhurst (Nicole) 
Nov. 19: St. John’s (Mark)                                                              Mar. 18: St. John’s (Mark) 
Dec. 17: LCCR (Natalie)                                                                   Apr. 15: LCCR (Natalie)  
                                                                                                            May 20: Family BBQ  
We’re excited!  
Beth from Judson,  
Mark from St. John's,  
Natalie from LCCR, and  
Nicole from Lynnhurst UCC 

Join us for this year’s ZOOM House “Come to the Table” fundraising  

gala on Saturday, March 18! This year, we celebrate ZOOM’s 20th  

anniversary and the impact those twenty years have had to our community. 

The evening will include delicious food love and silent auctions, a wine pull, 

fund-a-need opportunities, and other fun activities! We invite you to “Come 

to the Table” and celebrate all that makes ZOOM possible. Doors open at 

5:00 p.m. Welcome and dinner at 6:45 p.m.  

Individual Tickets: $100 

Host a table of 8—$1000 

 

Purchase tickets at www.zoomhouse.org or contact Do Good Events, 612-

293-9420.  For additional questions, contact Kara Souther at Do Good 

Events.   

RSVP by March 10 
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An invitation to you...       

             

Sunday Early Evening Study Series: 

"White Privilege; Let's Talk"  

  

Sundays, March 12, 19, 26 and April 2nd (5;00-6:30PM). 

Linden Hills UCC invites all to join in this four part series. 

  

This series will take its shape from the United Church of Christ's  "White  
Privilege: Let's Talk” curriculum. We will start by reflecting upon our Spiritual Auto-
biographies through the lens of race, along seeking other perspectives by reading 
spiritual auto-biographies from writers of several races. We will consider the racial 
history of the twin cities area, including facets that have not been a standard part 
of school curriculum, so may be new to many of us. We'll also look at the phenome-
na of norming and stereotype threat, and be introduced to critical race theory as a 
framework for analyzing racial 
 incidents large and small. All the while, we will endeavor to build a space of trust-
worthy listening for each other and practice mindful communication skills.  
 

Rie Algeo Gilsdorf is interested in the intersection of spirituality, social 
justice, and education. She is member of St. John's Episcopal Church,  
Minneapolis, where she has led learning experiences for the Facing Race ministry. 
Rie currently works for Pacific Educational Group, coordinating  
racial equity seminars for PreK-12 schools and districts, and is a  
Courageous Conversations About Race affiliate practitioner.  
 

Please register at https://www.lhucc.org/white-privilege or contact Pastor  
Eliot Howard at 612-597-5533. The church number is 612-927-4603.  
The cost of this series is $30.00/person. $45.00 maximum per family. 
Scholarships are available. This series is planned for participants of middle school 
age and all ages older. While people may not be able to attend all four sessions, 
participation in as many as possible is highly encouraged.  
Linden Hills UCC is located at 4200 Upton Ave. S in Minneapolis.  
 

https://www.lhucc.org/white-privilege
tel:(612)%20597-5533


Information 
Church Office ................ 612-827-4406 

Church Office Fax  ........ 612-827-0574 

Child Care Center  ........ 612-827-1237 

Chi Rho Center  ............. 320-274-8307 

Church Office email:  

communications@stjohnsmpls.org  

Website ............ www.stjohnsmpls.org 

Like us on Facebook! 

 

Parish Staff 
PASTOR 

Mark A. Tiede 

DIRECTOR OF WORSHIP & MUSIC 

Samuel Grace 

OFFICE ASSISTANT 

Ann Paulson 

ORGANIST 

Peder Flaten 

 

BOOKKEEPER 

Nicole Vaughn 

CUSTODIANS 

Matthew Bell 

Jon Dosdall 

Joseph Sahai 

CHILD CARE CENTER DIRECTOR 

Tina Shear 

CHI RHO CENTER MANAGER 

David Helm 
 

Church Council 
Jennifer Belz, Vice President 

Bonnie Conrad 

Steve Dosdall, President 

Jack Hurbanis 

Mark Nervig, Treasurer 

Sean Stagg 

Oly Stromberg 

Sarah Tellijohn 

Eric Willette  
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St. John’s Lutheran Church 
4842 Nicollet Avenue 

Minneapolis, MN  55419 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America (ELCA). We believe in the Triune God—Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit. We believe in Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, 

and the Gospel as the power of God for salvation for all that believe.  

We believe that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are the 

written Word of God, inspired by God’s Spirit speaking through their 

authors, recording and announcing God’s revelation centering in Jesus 

Christ. We believe the Church to be a people created by God in Christ 

and sustained by the Holy Spirit. 
 

Sunday Worship Service at 10:00 a.m. 

Nursery care is provided. 

Traditional worship that is joyful and welcoming to all.  

ELCA Presiding Bishop:   Bishop Elizabeth Eaton 

Minneapolis Area Synod Bishop:  Bishop Ann Svennungsen  

 


