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The Messenger

  

Sundays 
Sunday School at 9:00 a.m.  

Worship with Holy Communion at 10:00 a.m. 
                              Fellowship Hour at 11:00 a.m.  

 

 

          

            

 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

March 1—7:00 p.m. 

Service of Holy Communion  

and  

Imposition of Ashes  

 

Lenten Wednesdays 

March 8, 15, 22, 29, April 5 

Meal at 5:45 p.m. 

Worship—”Behold the Light”  

7:00-7:30 p.m. 
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During the summers of 2014 and 2015, we held two rounds of  

cottage meetings. From those we learned that our congregational  

values are Worshiping, Welcoming, Growing, and Serving; and we 

honed our understanding of serving children and youth adversely  

affected by housing and food insecurities. In those conversations I also 

heard several members candidly express their insecurities with open-

ing the Bible on their own and an overall unfamiliarity with the Bible 

in general. This is where the idea of switching to the Narrative Lec-

tionary on Sunday mornings was hatched.   
 

Starting in the fall of 2016 the emphasis of our congregation’s life  

together, worship, and ministry has been focused on our value of 

Growing. We therefore chose to embark on a second cycle through the 

Narrative Lectionary in the hope that our familiarity with the Bible 

would also Grow.   
 

The Membership Committee was asked to plan events for Growing 

our relationships within the membership of our congregation. Once a 

month, each committee is giving a “special offering” presentation dur-

ing worship on the ways that their committee is bringing the Growing 

value to life. Coming this Lent, we will be joining the whole ELCA in 

Growing our knowledge and appreciation for our Lutheran tradition of 

the Christian faith. After the 50-day season of Easter, we will return to 

the Revised Common Lectionary (RCL) and continue in it all summer 

and for the coming years.   
 

Now, as Ash Wednesday and the season of Lent approach and in this 

500th year of the Reformation, the Presiding Bishop of the ELCA  

Elizabeth Eaton has invited every congregation to rediscover our  

Lutheran heritage and identity in the world. Literally, we are invited to 

grow again into our Lutheran faith. So, for our use during Lent we 

have ordered a daily devotional from Augsburg Fortress, and in our 

midweek Lenten worship we will reflect on the Lord’s Prayer in  

Luther’s Small Catechism.   
 

Also, I invite each member of this congregation to not “go without” 

something during the season of Lent, but instead add a spiritual  

discipline to your daily routine. I invite you to consider the season of 

Lent as a time to intentionally explore ways to personally be growing 

in your faith. Some examples of this might be: commit yourself to at-

tend worship every Sunday, set aside every Wednesday evening to 

attend Lenten worship, adopt a new habit for your daily devotions,  

set an alarm every day for a five-minute moment of silence and  

meditation, or attend a Bible Study. Need other ideas? I welcome that 

conversation with you to explore different methods of a daily spiritual 

practice that you might find helpful to continue your personal growth 

in discipleship. 
 

-Pastor Mark 

  

 
 
 

 
 
  

Lectionary Readings 
for 

February 
 
 

February 5 
                    Epiphany 5 
         Luke 7:1-17                            

Psalm 119:105-107 

 
February 12 
Epiphany 6 

Luke 7:18-35 
Psalm 146:5-10 
   

 
February 19 
Epiphany 7 

Luke 7:36-50 
Psalm 130:3-6 

 

February 26 
Transfiguration  
Luke 9:28-45 
Psalm 36:5-10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 1 
Ash Wednesday  
Luke 9:49-62 
Psalm 5:7-8 
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Moments of Generosity   

For years, faithful servants of TRUST congregations have been serving 

meals at Loaves and Fishes. Many congregations were backing out due to 

lack of volunteer availability. We at St. John’s considered it too, but when 

TRUST called a meeting to discuss options, our people came out in force 

in support of continuing.  But what really tipped the scales in favor of St. 

John’s continuing was Andy Dosdall committing himself and 3-5 co-

workers and friends to help with clean-up whenever St. John’s is serving. 

“We are eternally grateful to Andy because with guys who can carry the 

pans it means that we can continue” (Nancy Biele, TRUST Executive Di-

rector).  Thank you to Andy and his crew for your generosity! 

Sunday School - Winter to Spring Quarter 

We are excited to introduce you to our new elementary school 

Sunday School teacher, Dustin Olson. Dustin is a member of our 

Sunday Nursery Staff and we welcome him to our CYF team. Lia 

Gambucci will also fill in as needed. We welcome back teach-

ers Tamara Gebhardt, Elizabeth Roe, Clara Willette, Louise Carl-

son and Anne Nervig. 
 

St. John's recently said goodbye to the Fanciulli family. Jesse was 

one of our Sunday School teachers and planned and coordinated 

so many of our children's events over the past few years. We will 

miss her many gifts, and wish her, her husband Brian, and their son Vincent much 

happiness in their new home in La Crosse, Wisconsin.  

St John’s CYF Committee 

 

February’s ‘Special Offering”  
during worship on February 12 

will be presented by St. John’s   

Child Care Committee. 

BIBLE STUDY 
Pastor Mark continues to host 

Bible Studies each Wednesday 

evening at 6:30 p.m. and each 

Thursday morning at 10:00 

a.m. in St. John’s lounge/ 

library. Discussion is based on 

the following Sunday’s texts (readings). Come and 

learn from one another; grow in and with the Word!  

Free Community Meal   

Saturday, February 25 

 Sign up to Help! Come and Eat! 
 

St. John’s will host its monthly Community Meal at 

noon on February 25. Volunteers are needed to wel-

come between 30-40 guests, help prepare food and 

beverages, bus and wash dishes, and clean up. The 

time commitment is about two hours.  If you are 

interested in participating in this ministry, please 

sign up on the poster outside Fellowship Hall or let 

the church office know.  
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Making a difference….. 
 

Ramsey Food Backpacks:  

Together we are packing 15 backpacks every month! Keep up your generous 

food and cash donations. Requested foods are: rice, meat (canned chicken & tu-

na), canned fruit, mac & cheese, and cereal (Cheerios, Rice Krispies and Mini-

Wheats). Cash donations are used to purchase fresh fruit and backpacks. 

Bruegger’s Bagels at 46th & Nicollet donates bagels to top off the backpacks. 

Ramsey families have expressed heartfelt thanks. 

 

Together we are making a difference! 

~The Community and Neighborhood Committee ~ 

CHILI BOWL!  

2nd Annual St. John’s Chili Competition 

Sunday, February 26, 11:00 a.m. 

It’s a truth that remains unquestioned to this day: your chili is better than anyone else’s, and you can PROVE 

IT! Last year, our very own Bea Hasselmann won the prized apron, but now her chili is on the line. Are you 

interested in putting your chili to the ultimate test? This year’s competition for supreme chili master will 

take place on February 26 following worship. To enter, prepare and bring your most competitive chili recipe 

(double batch) - enough for everyone to have a taste.  Others are invited to bring a pan of bars. To participate 

in the tasting, come hungry and come with cash! We will be voting with dollar bills of $1, $5, $10, $20, $50 

and $100 denominations. The chili that raises the most cash will be declared the winner, and all money raised 

will go toward supporting St. John’s Ramsey Middle School Backpack Program. The winner will be awarded 

“The Apron” and dubbed the “St. John’s Chili Camp” for one year.  

Game on, and may the best chili win! 

           AN INVITATION 

  Please join TRUST on Tuesday,    

        February 7 at 7:00 p.m.  

at Bethlehem Lutheran on Lyndale 

 to celebrate TRUST  and to share 

  what your congregation is doing.  

        
      REGULAR SUPPORT  

      SERVICES of TRUST:  

            Meals on Wheels     

            Chore Program      

    COAM Grocery Shopping 

   South Mpls Grief Coalition    

           “TRUSTY Salers”  

          TRUST Builders     

  Parish Nurse: Ann Dunagan, 

             612-822-2394 

TOWARD RENEWED 

UNITY 

IN 

SERVICE TOGETHER 

www.trustinc.org  

612-827-6159 
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About Our People 

Happy Birthday! 
 

2 Jada Holden 

3 Paul Roff  

5 Curt Conrad 

6 Heather Andrews 

7 Michelle Budd 

11 Jayme Aune  

12 Jasper Carlson 

13 Owen Osborn  

 Mark Vollmer 

15 Cynthia Gambucci 

 Italia Roff 

16 Andrew Tellijohn  

17 Andrew Dosdall 

18 JoAnn Christoferson 

20        Andrea Johnson 

21        Micah Niermann 

22 James Gambucci 

24 Miles Landin 

 Bill Matson 

 Kay Scharf 

25 Elsa Burdick 

26        Eleanor Nervig 

 

 
 

 
If your birth date and/or  

anniversary has not  
been included 

 or is incorrect, please call 
 the church office  
at 612-827-4406. 

Thank you! 

Birthdays   

&  Anniversaries Remember in Prayers 
 

 Those in need of healing and comfort: 

          Baby Bartlett, Nira Flaten, Dave Holms, Anne Kinney, Emmanuel Marcila,   

          Jane McDonald, John McWaters, and Margaret Thompson 

 Those who have lost loved ones recently, especially the families & friends of  

          Viola Lee and Eleanor Mehring 

 Those leaving us:  

           - Jesse, Brian and Vincent Fanciulli who are moving to Wisconsin 

           - Vickie Lind, St. John’s bookkeeper, who is moving with family to Oregon     

Please let the church office know if you would like to  

share information with the congregation. 
 

You can reach the church office at 612-827-4406  

Office Hours:  Mon.-Thurs. 10 a.m.—5 p.m. 

Fri. 9 a.m.—1 p.m. 
 
 

The phone system at church has changed. Callers to St. John’s now have 

the option to talk with or leave messages for individual staff, Child Care 

or even Chi Rho by choosing one of these eight new prompts: 

         1. Church Office/Ann Paulson                  5. Joseph Sahai/Matthew Bell 

         2. Sam Grace                             6. Dave Helm, Chi Rho                                

         3. Tina Shear                                      7. Bookkeeper 

         4. Venita Ditlevson                           8. Pr. Mark 

Email the church office at communications@stjohnsmpls.org  

Email Pastor Mark at pastortiede@stjohnsmpls.org  

FLOWERS FOR WORSHIP—Thank you for these gifts in memory, honor and 

celebration! For the time being, the cost per Sunday will be $30.  Flowers are not 

displayed during Lent.  

To Christmas Singers,  

   Thank you all for coming & singing carols & bringing 

delicious cookies to me. I enjoyed it very much. Some of 

the people here heard it also & enjoyed it.  

   Bless all of you and wish every one a Happy New Year.  

Peace,  

Jane McDonald  

THANK YOU!  “Megan and I (Sam Grace) want to sincerely 

thank the congregation for the beautiful wedding reception that 

you held for us last Sunday. We were overwhelmed by your sup-

port and love for our marriage and want to thank everyone who 

helped put the event together.  

Happy New Year to you all!” 
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St. John’s knitters 

share a wonderful 

ministry of creating 

prayer shawls which 

are given to those in 

need of comfort.  

Prayers go into the 

work as each shawl 

is created.  If you like to knit, speak with Marlene 

Holden about the type of yarn and other tips. Pray-

er shawl knitting instructions can also be found on 

the St. John’s and T.R.U.S.T. websites 

(trustinc.org/programs/prayer-shawls). 

Shawls or blankets can also be crocheted, sewn or 

woven.  In addition to shawls, members have 

made and given blankets to our newly baptized 

and to graduating seniors.  

 

ST. JOHN’S MINISTRY COMMITTEES 
 

These committee members welcome your comments, questions, prayers and help as together we continue to discern and 

follow God’s call upon St. John’s. New committee members are welcome! Consider where you might serve.   
 

Administration:  Steve Dosdall (president), Jennifer Belz (vice president) Mark Nervig (treasurer), Pr. Mark 
 

Chi Rho:  Brad Nelson (chair), Steve Carlson, Dave Helm, Lori Johnson, Oly Stromberg, Loren Teig 
     

Child Care Center:  Bonnie Conrad (chair), Kevin Hurbanis, Venita Ditlevson, Tina Shear 
 

Children, Youth & Family:  Tamara Gebhardt, Anne Nervig, Dustin Olson 
 

Community & Neighborhood:  Mark & Tamara Gebhardt (co-chairs), Steve Dosdall, Mark Gebhardt, Bea 

                   Hasselmann, Marlene Holden, Jack Hurbanis, Elizabeth Roe, Amanda Stagg, Andy Tellijohn 
 

Facilities:  Brian Falk (chair), Ron Conrad, Bob Holden, Debra Jacobs, Bill Matson, Warner Northrup, Joseph 

                  Sahai, Bob Slifer, Oly Stromberg 
 

Foundation:  Ellen Dosdall (chair), Matthew Burdick, Andy Tellijohn 
 

Membership: Jennifer Belz, Andrew Berg, Jennifer Burdick, Sean Stagg 
 

Music Series: Deborah Dunham (chair), Steve Bubul, Jennifer Burdick, Samuel Grace, Kathy Sapp 
 

Stewardship: Eric Willette (chair), Bonnie Conrad, Tamara Gebhardt, Phil Roe, Andy Tellijohn 
 

Worship: Sarah Tellijohn (chair), Anna Carlson, Vicky Ercolani, Samuel Grace, Lori Johnson, Marjorie 

                 Sethna 

    

“Worshiping, Welcoming, Growing, Serving” 

LSS of MN is getting many calls about how Lutherans 

can help refugees now that arrivals are on hold. LSS is 

shifting some of its efforts for now to further support the 

integration of refugees already in Minnesota. You can 

help by donating to "Refugee Integration" at LSS, 2485 

Como Avenue, St Paul, MN 55108 or by going to their 

website at www.lssmn.org. 

REFORMATION  

500     

http://changelives.lssmn.org/site/R?i=FWDhUhf5a9OTfIKp0wXtNg
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Women’s Retreat at Chi Rho   
March 10-11, 2017 
 

All women of St. John’s and friends are welcome to a time of intentional quiet, prayer and reflection in God’s 

presence during the second weekend of Lent: Friday evening, March 10, and 

Saturday, March 11 at Chi Rho Camp & Retreat Center, Annandale, MN.   
 

During this Lenten retreat, we will continue to deepen the practice of 

“listening,” to God, to the Word, to one another.   
 

Overnight reservations will be available for Friday and Saturday  

nights; the main schedule will focus on Saturday.   
   

Please contact Anna Carlson (annacarlson246@yahoo.com) or 

Ann Paulson (apaulson@stjohnsmpls.org) to reserve a space. 

 
 “Be still before the Lord, and wait patiently for him...”   Psalm 37:7a                                                

         Photo by Anna Carlson                 

                                Mid-Winter Concert  
             

 

Winter Months at Camp Chi Rho: 
 

During the first weekend of January, a group cancelled but I was able to fill one of the days 

with a local family who rented out the lodge. They were super excited to make future reser-

vations to utilize the camp.  

During the last two weekends we had returning groups. One was a ladies’ group from a 

Twin Cities church. On the last weekend Pastor Orval continued a men's retreat tradition of 

over 10 years. They came from the local small town of Kingston: Kingston ALC. 

February is a busy month! Xiong and his family and friends will come for their second year now for a family/

friends retreat of dads and sons for games, ice fishing, hockey, rest and relaxation. The second weekend of 

February, Central Lutheran Church arrives for a day retreat for the confirmation youth. The third weekend 

brings another family group coming out for their first time, “The Winter Camping Crew,” as they call them-

selves. They intend to play games, play broomball and Frisbee Golf, cross country ski, sled, rest and relax.  

March at this point has the ladies of St. John’s Lutheran Church coming out, which they have for several 

years in a row now.  

Hoping for more snow in the near future!  
 

David Helm, Camp Manager 

   The Metropolitan Boys Choir  

                         & 

  The Metropolitan Men’s Choir 
 

            February 26, 2017  

                    3:00 PM  

                 at St. John’s 

             Free will offering   



Information 
Church Office ................ 612-827-4406 

Church Office Fax  ........ 612-827-0574 

Child Care Center  ........ 612-827-1237 

Chi Rho Center  ............. 320-274-8307 

Church Office email:  

communications@stjohnsmpls.org  

Website ............ www.stjohnsmpls.org 

Like us on Facebook! 

 

Parish Staff 
PASTOR 

Mark A. Tiede 

DIRECTOR OF WORSHIP & MUSIC 

Samuel Grace 

OFFICE ASSISTANT 

Ann Paulson 

ORGANIST 

Peder Flaten 

 

BOOKKEEPER 

Vickie Lind 

CUSTODIANS 

Matthew Bell 

Jon Dosdall 

Joseph Sahai 

CHILD CARE CENTER DIRECTOR 

Tina Shear 

CHI RHO CENTER MANAGER 

David Helm 
 

Church Council 
Jennifer Belz, Vice President 

Bonnie Conrad 

Steve Dosdall, President 

Jack Hurbanis 

Mark Nervig, Treasurer 

Sean Stagg 

Oly Stromberg 

Sarah Tellijohn 

Eric Willette  
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St. John’s Lutheran Church 
4842 Nicollet Avenue 

Minneapolis, MN  55419 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America (ELCA). We believe in the Triune God—Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit. We believe in Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, 

and the Gospel as the power of God for salvation for all that believe.  

We believe that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are the 

written Word of God, inspired by God’s Spirit speaking through their 

authors, recording and announcing God’s revelation centering in Jesus 

Christ. We believe the Church to be a people created by God in Christ 

and sustained by the Holy Spirit. 
 

Sunday Worship Service at 10:00 a.m. 

Nursery care is provided. 

Traditional worship that is joyful and welcoming to all.  

ELCA Presiding Bishop:   Bishop Elizabeth Eaton 

Minneapolis Area Synod Bishop:  Bishop Ann Svennungsen  

 


