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The second covenant in this year's Lenten readings is the one made with Abraham and Sarah: 
God's promise to make them the ancestors of many, with whom God will remain in everlasting 
covenant. Paul says this promise comes to all who share Abraham's faith in the God who brings 
life into being where there was no life. We receive this baptismal promise of resurrection life in 
faith. Sarah and Abraham receive new names as a sign of the covenant, and we too get new 
identities in baptism, as we put on Christ. 
 
 

Gathering  The Holy Spirit gathers us to worship. 
 
PRELUDE “Pastorale for Lent” Norman Gilbert 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to 
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive 
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the 
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our 
sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us 
again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of 
life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 
with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 
hearts through faith. Amen. 
 
OPENING HYMN  “Thy Strong Word” ELW 511 
 (Sts. 1-4) 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of shameful 
death to be for us the means of life. Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ that we may 
gladly suffer shame and loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 
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Word  God speaks to us in scriptures read, sung, and preached. 
 
FIRST READING Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
As with Noah, God makes an everlasting covenant with Abraham and Sarah. God promises this 
old couple that they will be the ancestors of nations, though they have no child together. God 
will miraculously bring forth new life from Sarah's old womb. The name changes emphasize the 
firmness of God's promise. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM Psalm 22:23–31 
 
SECOND READING Romans 4:13-25 
Paul presents Abraham as the example for how a person comes into a right relationship with 
God not through works of the law but through faith. Though Abraham and Sarah were far too 
old for bearing children, Abraham trusted that God would accomplish what God had promised 
to accomplish. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
GOSPEL Mark 8:31-38 
The holy gospel according to Mark, the eighth chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
After Peter confesses his belief that Jesus is the Messiah, Jesus tells his disciples for the first time 
what is to come. Peter's response indicates that he does not yet understand the way of the cross 
that Jesus will travel. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY        “For the Fruit of All Creation” ELW 679 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

Meal  Christ is present to give forgiveness, life, and salvation. 
 
OFFERING “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” Charles Gounod 
 
OFFERING HYMN   “Create in Me a Clean Heart” ELW 188 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of 
grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 
PROPER PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…join their unending hymn 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.   
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
These are the gifts of God for the people of God. All are welcome! 
 
COMMUNION  
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COMMUNION HYMN “Seed That in Earth Is Dying” ELW 330 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing 
power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and 
in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Sending  God blesses us and sends us to serve. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord 
look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” ELW 597 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE “Thy Strong Word” Aaron David Miller 
 
 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2014 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23700. 
 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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