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Fueled by Christ’s redeeming love,  

St. John’s is called into a joyful life of 

welcoming hospitality, grace-filled  

worship, transformational relationships,  

and Gospel-driven service in the world. 

St. John’s is an RIC congregation.  

A vibrant community living faith boldly through Welcoming, Worshiping, Healing, and Serving 
 

SERVICE OF LIGHT AND DARKNESS  

Good Friday  

March 29, 2024 

                          
 

 

Gathering in Silence  

Congregation stand 
 

OPENING PRAYER  

In the name of  the Father, and of  the ☩ Son, and of  the Holy Spirit. 

Amen  
 

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Let us pray.  

Son of  God, your suffering for our sin is great. We offer you all that we have and all that 

we are. Restore us as we are reminded that we are redeemed because of  all you have 

done. Amen.  

A vibrant community living faith boldly through Welcoming, Worshiping, Healing, and Serving 

 

In the Tenebrae (Latin for “darkness”) service presented here, the extinguishing of candles and stripping of the altar have 
been placed within the reading of the Passion according to Mark, the gospel narrative for the day.  
 

Rather than “mourning” the dying or dead Jesus on Good Friday, the cross is acclaimed as the sign of the world’s  
redemption. With the procession of the cross, we offer honor and reverence to the One who, lifted up from the earth, draws  
all people to himself.  Already on Good Friday, the church celebrates the mystery of the dying and rising of Jesus the Christ 
as the central event of our salvation. 

HYMN                                          Jesus, I Will Ponder Now                                  ELW 345 
 

Sit 



BIDDING PRAYER 

The assembly kneels or sits. The assisting minister leads the invitations to prayer (the bids). Silence for prayer  

follows each bid. A bowl will toll for silence. The presiding minister leads the prayers that conclude the silence. 
 

A: Let us pray, brothers and sisters, for the holy church throughout the world. 

Bell will toll for silent prayer. 

P: Almighty and eternal God, 

you have shown your glory to all nations in Jesus Christ. 

By your Holy Spirit guide the church and gather it throughout the world. 

Help it to persevere in faith, proclaim your name, 

and bring the good news of  salvation in Christ to all people. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

A: Let us pray for Elizabeth and Ann our bishops, for Mark our pastor, for all servants of  the 

church, and for all the people of  God. 

Bell will toll for silent prayer. 

P: Almighty and eternal God, your Spirit guides the church and makes it holy. 

Strengthen and uphold our bishops, pastors, other ministers and lay leaders. 

Keep them in health and safety for the good of  the church, 

and help each of  us in our various vocations to do faithfully the work  

to which you have called us. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 

 

A: Let us pray for our sisters and brothers who share our faith in Jesus Christ. 

Bell will toll for silent prayer. 

P: Almighty and eternal God, you give your church unity. 

Look with favor on all who follow Jesus your Son. 

Make all the baptized one in the fullness of  faith, 

and keep us united in the fellowship of  love. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

A: Let us pray for the Jewish people, the first to hear the word of  God. 

Bell will toll for silent prayer. 

P: Almighty and eternal God, 

long ago you gave your promise to Abraham and your teaching to Moses. 

Hear our prayers that the people you called and elected as your own 

may receive the fulfillment of  the covenant’s promises. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 



A: Let us pray for those who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ. 

Bell will toll for silent prayer. 

P: Almighty and eternal God, gather into your embrace all those who call out to you under differ-

ent names. Bring an end to inter-religious strife and make us more faithful witnesses of  the love 

made  

known to us in your Son. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

A: Let us pray for those who do not believe in God. 

Bell will toll for silent prayer. 

P: Almighty and eternal God, you created humanity 

so that all may long to know you and find peace in you. 

Grant that all may recognize the signs of  your love and grace 

in the world and in the lives of  Christians, 

and gladly acknowledge you as the one true God. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

A: Let us pray for those who serve in public office. 

Bell will toll for silent prayer. 

P: Almighty and eternal God, 

you are the champion of  the poor and oppressed. 

In your goodness, give wisdom to those in authority, 

so that all people may enjoy justice, peace, freedom, 

and a share in the goodness of  your creation. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

A: Let us pray for those in need. 

Bell will toll for silent prayer. 

P: Almighty and eternal God, 

you give strength to the weary 

and new courage to those who have lost heart. 

Heal the sick, comfort the dying, give safety to travelers, 

free those unjustly deprived of  liberty, 

and deliver your world from falsehood, hunger, and disease. 

Hear the prayers of  all who call on you in any trouble, 

that they may have the joy of  receiving your help in their need. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 



P: Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have us ask. 
 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of  trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 
 

Bell will toll for silent prayer. 

THE PASSION ACCORDING TO ST. MARK  

Mark 15:16-20  
 

16Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of  the palace (that is, the governor's headquarters); 

and they called together the whole cohort. 17And they clothed him in a purple cloak; and after 

twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on him. 18And they began saluting him, "Hail, King 

of  the Jews!" 19They struck his head with a reed, spat upon him, and knelt down in homage to 

him. 20After mocking him, they stripped him of  the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. 

Then they led him out to crucify him. 
 

 

Side torches are extinguished. 
 

 

Hymn                           O Sacred Head, Now Wounded                          ELW 351 - vv. 1, 2, 3     
 

Mark 15:21-24 

21They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry his cross; it was  

Simon of  Cyrene, the father of  Alexander and Rufus. 22Then they brought Jesus to the place 

called Golgotha (which means the place of  a skull). 23And they offered him wine mixed with 

myrrh; but he did not take it. 24And they crucified him, and divided his clothes among them,  

casting lots to decide what each should take. 
 

 

Second candles are extinguished. 
 
 

Hymn                                  Go to Dark Gethsemane                               ELW 347 - vv. 1, 2, 3  
 

Mark 15:25-27 
 

25It was nine o'clock in the morning when they crucified him. 26The inscription of  the charge 

against him read, "The King of  the Jews." 27And with him they crucified two bandits, one on his 

right and one on his left. 
 

Third candles are extinguished. 
 

 

Hymn                                          Ah, Holy Jesus                                         ELW 349 - v. 1, 2, 3 



 

 

Mark 15:29-32 
 

29Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying, "Aha! You who would  

destroy the temple and build it in three days, 30save yourself, and come down from the cross!"  
31In the same way the chief  priests, along with the scribes, were also mocking him among them-

selves and saying, "He saved others; he cannot save himself. 32Let the Messiah, the King of  Israel, 

come down from the cross now, so that we may see and believe." Those who were crucified with 

him also taunted him. 
 

 

Fourth candles are extinguished. 
 

Hymn          Lamb of  God, Pure and Sinless                             ELW 357 (no amen)                        
 

 
 

Mark 15:33-36 
 

 

33When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 34At three 

o'clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?" which means, "My God, 

my God, why have you forsaken me?" 
35When some of  the bystanders heard it, they said, "Listen, he is calling for Elijah." 36And some-

one ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying, "Wait, 

let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down."  

 
 

 

Fifth candles are extinguished. 
 
 

Hymn                       Were You There                  ELW 353, vv. 1, 2, 3 
 

Mark 15:37-39 

37Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. 38And the curtain of  the temple was torn in 

two, from top to bottom. 39Now when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way 

he breathed his last, he said, "Truly this man was God's Son!"  
 

Sixth candles are extinguished. 
 
 

Hymn           O Sacred Head, Now Wounded                    ELW 351 - vv. 4, 5   
 

Meditation 

           Silence for reflection follows. 



 1My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 

 Why are you so far from helping me, from the words of  my groaning? 

 2O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer; 

 and by night, but find no rest.  

READING               Psalm 22:1-2, 14-19 

 14I am poured out like water, 

 and all my bones are out of  joint; 

 my heart is like wax; 

 it is melted within my breast; 

 15my mouth is dried up like a potsherd, 

 and my tongue sticks to my jaws; 

 you lay me in the dust of  death. 

 16For dogs are all around me; 

 a company of  evildoers encircles me. 

 My hands and feet have shriveled; 

 17I can count all my bones. 

 They stare and gloat over me; 

 18they divide my clothes among themselves, 

 and for my clothing they cast lots. 

 19But you, O LORD, do not be far away! 

 O my help, come quickly to my aid! 

 
  A moment of  silence 

PROCESSION OF THE CROSS 

P: We will glory in the cross of  our Lord Jesus Christ, 

C: in whom is our salvation, our life, and resurrection. 

P: Let us pray. 

C: Mercifully assist us, O Lord God of  our salvation, that we may remember with joy the 

mighty acts whereby you have given us life everlasting; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

Please stand, turn, and face the cross.  



The following dialogue is spoken three times. 
 

Behold, the life-giving cross,  

on which was hung the Savior of  the whole world. 
 

After each iteration of  dialogue, a bell will toll for silence. 
 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 

By your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 
 

Bell will toll for silent prayer. 
 

The flame from the Christ Candle is taken onto a candlelighter, then the Christ candle is extinguished. 

 As the life of  Christ is extinguished, the light of  the Christ Candle is put out.  

The Light of  Christ exits and eternal flame is extinguished. 

  

Bell will toll for silent prayer. 

 The room is made nearly completely dark as though we are in the tomb with Christ.  
 

The Light of  Christ returns and the Christ candle is relit. 
 

 We remain in silent darkness for some time. 

 When the lights are turned on the service has ended. 
 

 Please remain silent until you have reached your vehicles. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 

Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Reprinted/streamed by  

permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23700, ONE LICENSE #A-731115, and CCLI Licenses 

CSPL 185814/11274462. 
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WORSHIP LEADERS 
 

Presiding Minister 

Mark Tiede 
 

Organist/Minister of Music 

Peder Flaten  
 

Lectors 

Edith Bohardt 

Anne Nervig 

Mark Nervig 

Ann Paulson  
 

Lighting Assistant 

Samuel Nervig  
 

Chancel Attendants 

Edith Bohardt  

Deborah Dunham 

Lori Johnson 

Beth McAllister 

Sharon Koschak  
 

A/V Lead 

Matthew Tiede 

 

EASTER MORNING, MARCH 31 
 

Easter Breakfast 8—9:30 a.m.  

Pancakes, fruit, sausages, juice, milk, coffee served 

Free will offering supports the ministry of St. John’s Chi Rho Center 
    

Easter Egg Hunt 9:15 (hosted by Cross+Generational Team) 

Children ages 2-10 welcome; meet in entrance by church office  
 

Festival Worship at 10 a.m.  

With organ, brass and choir, we sing hymns of praise, gather around sacred words and  

proclaim God’s faithfulness, power, and love in the feast of holy communion.  

















 

 St. John’s Lutheran Church  

A Reconciling in Christ (RIC) congregation of the  

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).  

  

 Our Mission:  

 Fueled by Christ’s redeeming love, St. John’s is called into a joyful  

life of welcoming hospitality, grace-filled worship, transformational relationships, and  

Gospel-driven service in the world. 

 

        Our Core Values:   

 Welcoming 

Celebrating and caring for all people. Our doors are open.  

You belong. Come as you are. 

 

                                               Worshiping 

Gathering together to joyfully thank God in prayer and      

praise for Jesus, who calls us, centers us, and sends us  

                              into the world. 

 

                                                               Healing 

Reflecting God’s unconditional grace and love by walking 

together through the joys and pains of life. 

 

                                  Serving 

Gratefully responding to the needs of the world with the  

abilities God has gifted us. 

 

                            Our Vision for the Future: 

                            A vibrant community living faith boldly 


