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Bible Study on Mark

Labor Day BBQ
for the Neighborhood

The Membership Committee is organizing a BBQ for our “two block”
neighbors on Labor Day. Those returning from out of town can skip a trip to
the grocery store and enjoy one last summer party instead. Come eat, meet
and greet those who live within two blocks of St. John’s! We'll be in the
parking lot on Monday, September 5, 5-7 p.m.

Want to help set up or clean up? Can you bring a side dish to share or come
early to help with coffee and lemonade? Sign up in Fellowship Hall or contact
Carleen Lensch at 612-387-8979 or carleenfuchs@yahoo.com
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Kick Off Sunday
September 11

We will begin a new school year by “Blessing the Back-
packs” during worship. Students of every age are invited
to bring their backpacks to worship for a blessing dur-
ing the service.

Sunday school and confirmation begin on Sunday,
September 11 after worship. Sunday school registration
forms and information about the year will be available
for parents upstairs. Confirmation parents and students
will meet in the lounge for an overview of the 2011-
2012 year.
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A Word from the Pastor ~ Fools for (nist

Last month | shared an invitation to
join with Pastor Mark and me in
sharing our faith on Saturday, Sep-
tember 10. It's a simple idea—
Lutherans of every kind far and wide
all stand on a street corner holding a
cardboard sign that states one thing
they believe. Since sharing this idea
with Lutherans all over the country,
I've received reactions that include
confusion, skepticism and fear—but
mostly bold excitement.

Many people have taken the idea and
run with it in their local settings,
coming together as congregations
and neighborhoods to offer sign
making parties that include food,
music and video documentation.
Churches are using the signs in their
worship services the following morn-
ing and tying local service projects to
the day.

Others have begged me for more
information or required a more pro-
fessionally sponsored look to the day
before they'll buy in. But | haven't
offered any further details or expec-
tations, because | think this ultra-
cautious behavior is something we
Lutherans need to overcome for the
sake of the church.

You see, | can’t guarantee that show-
ing up in Fellowship Hall to make a
sign and holding it outside for strang-
ers to see will have any impact on
numbers at St. John’s. It probably
won't increase worship attendance
or affect financial pledges this fall. But
that’s not the point.

Scripture does not call us to limit
our sharing of the good news based
on what might yield measurable re-
sults, but to trust that we are a new
creation in Christ always changing
and exploring what it means to be
faithful. Jesus does not call us to be
so careful of impressions that our
creed falls silent outside the church
walls, but to show the others that
what happens in worship trickles out
into the world.

| confess that, although this Living
Lutheran Creed was my idea, I'm
terrified to hold my sign for all to
see. | will be self-conscious about
how silly | look to those passing by.
| will be worried about offending
someone whose faith is different
than mine. | will be awkward as |
claim abundance on that corner for
two whole hours on September 10.
But that is the point.

Every time someone gives me a
funny look and the panic sets in, |
will find strength in the words on my
sign and the fact that there are hun-
dreds of others holding good words,
too. And if that’s not enough, I'll
look at Jasper hanging out in my
front carrier, and I'll hold the sign a
little higher for him. I'll hold it up for
the church God loves, the church |
love and the church | wish for him to
know when he is older. Because
while | can’t guarantee any measur-
able results from this little experi-
ment, it will take this foolish and
awkward courage for our faith to
live on.

Join Pastor Mark and Pastor Meta

in Fellowship Hall for sign making

and coffee at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday,
September 10. Then we’'ll take our
signs outside 10:00-12:00. Lawn
chairs, portable stereos and goofy hats
are welcome. Learn more at http:/
livinglutherancreedday.blogspot.com.

— Pastor Meta Carlson

bookdrtaith

Open Scripture. Join the Conversation.

Our Book of Faith Bible Study resumes on Wednesday, September 7 at 6:15 p.m. We begin with a light supper, fol-
lowed by Bible study that includes historical, literary, and devotional Lutheran perspectives. This fall we will finish
up our close reading of the gospel of Matthew. It is not necessary for you to have participated last year!

Join the conversation now!
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About Our People

Remember in Prayers

We ask for your continued support in prayer for Michael Holden (brother
of Bob Holden), Jess Roff, Dick and Frances Sampson, Norm McDonald,
Joan and Marv Carlson (mother and stepfather of Jody Hallonquist),
Doris Currens, Evelyn Canfield, Shirley Burrows, Margaret Urban
(mother of Sandra Anderson), and Helen Feulner. Gracious and merciful
God, uphold and strengthen all who are sick and their loved ones who
care for them. Help them to face uncertainty and fear with hope and con-
fidence. Guide their loved ones in advocating for them and articulating
their needs. Give them the best of care, and restore them to daily activity
once again. We ask these things through our Savior and Lord, Jesus
Christ. Amen.

Sympathy

We extend our sympathy to Nancy and Don Kind on the death of their
son-in-law John Larson, August 7. When we were baptized in Christ
Jesus we were baptized into his death. We were buried therefore with him
by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the
glory of the Father, we too might live a new life. For if we have been
united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him
in a resurrection like his.

Congratulations

Congratulations to Evelyn Davies-Venn and Agyima Addah-Mensah,
who were married at St. John’s August 7",

Please let the church office know if you would like to
share information with the congregation.

Gt. John’s Book Club’s
First Selection is ...

We’ll be reading “The Glass Castle” by Jeannette Walls. We will
meet to discuss the book on Sunday, September 25 at noon in the
lounge. Bring a bag lunch.
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September Birthdays!

Matthew Burdick, Katherine ltes,
Paul Schoenecker, Karen Unruh
Julie Stromberg

Tom Hallonquist, Shauna Strom-
berg, Sarah Tellijohn

Jim Collins, Gladys Davies-Venn,
Jane McDonald

Jane Carlson, Jack Fitzgibbons
Walter Carlson, Susan Herridge
Bruce Lindgren

Stephen Dick, Denise Smith
Allison Falk

Robert Slifer

Marge Larson

Ron Conrad

Drew Eid

Whitney Koliha

September Anniversaries!

11
13
14
15
17

17
18

18
22
29

Eric and Michelle Nordberg
Kevin and Julie Hurbanis
Warner and Idamae Northrup
Steve and Ellen Dosdall
Walter and Louise Carlson
(62 years!)

Dan and Paige Fitzgibbons
Jim and Dona Collins

(57 yearsl!)

Eric Willette and Elizabeth Roe
Bill and Louise Matson

Paul and Karen Schoenecker

If your birth date and/or

anniversary has not been included or

is incorrect, please call Torey
at 612-827-4406.




THE MESSENGER “Building and Nurturing a Faith Community”

Check out LWT: Gather!

WELCA subscribes to the Lutheran Woman Today maga-
zine, now called Gather. Explore this new look for 2011-
2012 at their website: www.gathermagazine.org or by
borrowing our copy from the St. John’s Library.

St. John’s Blog: Bible Study on Mark

Do you wish there were a Bible study that worked with
your schedule? Do you have a tough time committing to a
group that meets regularly? Join Pastor Meta for an online
study of Mark’s gospel all year long. The study will be
based on the curriculum offered in Gather magazine and
posted on the first day of each month at our St. John’s
blog: http:storiesfromstjohns.blogspot.com. Visit the blog
each month for a new chapter in our journey through
Mark. Use the study with a spouse, a few friends, your
family or yourself. Then post comments and questions for
conversation with others all year long!

“Paul’s Song:
Praise and Prayer in Philippians”

You are invited to join Ann Teel Rabe for a two-Sunday
Bible study October 2 and 9, 11:15 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. in
St. John’s Chapel. Inspired by the adventuresome Apostle
Paul, we’ll delve into worship practice at Philippi and rab-
binic influences in Paul’s Christian theology.

Christmas Pilgrimage
December 27, 2011 - January 7, 2012

Rev. Mary Albing of Lutheran Church of Christ the Re-
deemer, Minneapolis and Rev. Erik Strand of Edina Com-
munity Lutheran Church, Edina co-lead a special journey
departing just after Christmas. Itinerary features a 3-night
stay in Bethlehem for fellowship with the community at
Christmas Lutheran Church. Special activities and visits
will provide focus on issues of peace and justice. For de-
tails contact Rev. Albing, 612-926-5414, pastor@lccron

penn.org or Rev. Strand, 952-926-3808, estrand@eclc.org.

Six spaces are available. The registration deadline is
September 21.

5uncla3 Readings
for ScPtcmbcr

September 4
I2th Sunday after Pentecost

Ezekiel 33:7-11
The role of the prophet
Psalm 119:33-40
Matthew 18:15-20
Reconciliation in the community

September ||
13th Sunday after Pentecost

Genesis 50:15-21
Joseph reconciles with his brothers
Psalm 103:8-13
Romans 14:1-12
Judgment in the community of faith
Matthew 18:21-35
% A parable of forgiveness

September 18
I4th Sunday after Pentecost

Jonah 3:10-4:11
God's concern for Ninevah
Psalm 145:1-8
Philippians 1:21-30
Firm in the gospel
Matthew 20:1-16
The parable of the vineyard
workers

September 25
I5th Sunday after Pentecost

Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32
The fairness of God’s way
Psalm 25:1-9
Philippians 2:1-13
Christ humbled
Matthew 21:23-32
A parable about doing God's will
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Attention Young Adults! |
More than Money Matters: Setting Goals 4}

Are you learning to balance paying back loans while saving for the future?
Have you purchased life insurance or made a few investments? Young adults
at every stage are discovering what it means to manage assets faithfully
while setting long term goals.

Our Thrivent representatives Rachel and David are offering an interactive,
values-based workshop that starts with a foundation of stewardship. During
the workshop, you'll learn how goals can help you create your future and
boost your confidence. You'll also find out how goals can help you manage
your money, live your values and steward your resources.

All young adults are welcome to join the conversation during this two part
series. The first will meet during September’s Casserole Club and the sec-
ond during fellowship hour on a Sunday morning. Please let Pastor Meta
know if you plan to attend the sessions.

Part One: Thursday, September 8 at 6:30-8 p.m.
Potluck Dinner at Pastor Meta’s House

Part Two: Sunday, September 18 at 11:15 a.m. in the Lounge

Spark Family Magazine

Our Sunday school curriculum, Spark, has created a quarterly magazine for
families. It’s filled with colorful Bible stories and activities for all ages. All
families will receive a complimentary issue on Kick Off Sunday, and extras
are available for friends, cousins and neighbors. If your family would like a
III'.:TWHTE FRITH" free subscription, please contact Pastor Meta.

P

Kids' Night Continuesl! Youth Bowling

This group is for kids fourth grade and older. They meet on the last Junior and Senior High youth are
Wednesday evening of each month for games, service projects, food bowling at Nokomis Lanes on Thurs-
and good conversation. Sometimes they are upstairs in the fireside day, August 25. RSVP to Pastor Meta
area of the Sunday school level. Sometimes they're exploring faith “on and bring money for dinner and bowl-
location.” Contact Kari Prescott for more information about Kids’ ing. They also have a small arcade.
Night or their plans for fall: Don’t miss this chance to be together
for fun and fellowship before school
August: Making Rice Krispie Treats for St. John’s Labor Day BBQ starts again. Friends welcome!

September: Game Night!

October:  Meeting in the afternoon on Sunday, October 30" instead
of Wednesday for an afternoon at the Minneapolis Insti-
tute of Arts. They'll take the bus and discover different
kinds of religious art.
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Attention All St. John’s Women!

WELCA stands for “Women of the ELCA” and began
as an association to empower women as leaders in
Lutheran congregations. Women’s organizations used
to be a vital foundation to many ministries, offered
social opportunities for women and equipped women
with financial responsibility in the church well before
women held official leadership roles in congregations.
Today WELCA'’s mission is “to mobilize women to act
boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.”

Since membership is changing in WELCA at St. John’s,
we realize the purpose and function must change as
well. Our WELCA chapter is discerning the next step.
As our membership and activity declines, we are con-
sidering whether to close down completely or try be-
ing born anew.

The second option requires some exploration and we
need your help. Every woman at St. John’s is invited to
join the conversation about what makes us bold to act
on our faith in this community. Together, we hope to
redefine WELCA and what ministries now fall under
this umbrella at St. John’s. We wonder how a new,
different and resurrected WELCA could serve to unite
and support women of all ages and activities.

We'll be sitting down to explore this second option on
Wednesday, August 31 at 1:00 p.m. in St. John’s
Lounge. We hope you'll join us. Please contact a
WELCA member with your questions, comments, and
whether you're able to join us for this conversation.

Betty Johnson.................. 952-944-1233
Louise Carlson................ 952-829-4058
Jane McDonald................ 651-645-1945
Elaine Taylor........cccce..... 612-824-5324

Pastor Meta Carlson......612-827-4406

Missionary Circle Picnic
Note Date Change!

Missionary Circle will meet on Wednesday, September
14 at 12:00 p.m. for a potluck picnic lunch at Sonja
Ashner’s home, 5444 Aldrich Avenue South, Minnea-
polis. We will plan our activities and the monthly
hostess schedule for our 2011-2012 season. Please
come and bring a new member, along with a dish to
share!

“Building and Nurturing a Faith Community”
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TRUST Builders on the move!

Join TRUST & Our Partner
Congregations in Work Days
with Urban Homeworks

Saturday, October 8
Saturday, November 12
Saturday, December 10

To sign up, email John Corlett, TRUST Builders Coor-
dinator at jrcorlett@comcast.net or call him at 612-
825-9208. To find out more about our partner Urban
Homeworks, go to urbanhomeworks.org

Flu Shot Clinic

September 25
11:00 AM to 12:00 PM

TRUST, in partnership with MVNA, will once again be
sponsoring flu shot clinics. St. John’s flu shot clinic will

be held Sunday, September 25, 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Reminders:

« To have Medicare billed, please bring your Medi-
care Part B card.

« Ages 3 years and older may receive the flu vacci-
nation with parent’s consent.

« There are numerous insurance plans accepted
this year. Health insurance card(s) or a photo
copy (front only) is required for billing. Picture
ID (ex. drivers license or employee badge) is re-
quired.

« For the non-insured, the cost is $27.00 paid in
cash or check.

« Flu mist cost is $32.00.

« Pneumonia shots are available for $57.00

« Please wear short sleeves.

Mark your calendars!
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Notes from the Music Director

Got talent? We have opportunities!

« Choir
Wednesdays, 7:30-9:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
« Brass

Wednesdays, 6:45-7:30 p.m., Chapel
« Handbells
Wednesdays, 6:30-7:20 p.m., Sunday School gathering room

St. John’s Choir warmly welcomes new singers of any age
and experience level. We also welcome those whose sched-
ules make regular attendance difficult. Weekly rehearsals start
on Wednesday, September 7 at 7:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall
to prepare for Sunday and festival services beginning on
September 11.

St. John’s Brass also welcomes new members at any time.
You will not only have a musically satisfying experience, but
you will also find that you are among players who enjoy each
other’s company. They rehearse on Wednesdays beginning
August 31 at 6:45 p.m. and play roughly six times per year,
including most festival services. Scott Prescott directs this
group and may be contacted at scottlprescott@yahoo.com
or 612-823-2494.

People love that our Handbell Choir is a mix of ages, from
3" grade to senior citizen! New ringers are always needed.
Would you like to give it a try? It isn’t as difficult as you might
think, and it's a whole lot of fun. Both beginners and experi-
enced ringers, both youth and adult, are most welcome.
Rehearsals will begin September 14 at 6:30-7:20 p.m. in the
Sunday School gathering room.

There are many more ways in which you may be able to
contribute, from playing a string or woodwind instrument,
shaking maracas, accompanying on piano or organ, or singing
as a soloist.

Any music-related questions may be directed to Music Direc-
tor, Joyce Larson, through the church office or directly at
joyce.sjoc@gmail.com or 612-306-8379.

~ Joyce Larson

“Building and Nurturing a Faith Community”

Your Regular Offerings
Are Important!

Regular offerings
expected through 8/15/11.:
$118,748

Regular offerings
received:
$102,083

All

Are
Welcome

St. John’s Capital Appeal

We are now 17 months—almost half
way—through our three-year “All Are
Welcome” capital appeal pledge period.
We came together early last year to
dedicate our selves, our time, and our
resources to two important projects
critical to renewing our outreach and
hospitality: remodeling our narthex to
make our worship space more wel-
coming and improving the dishwashing
capability in our kitchen. We pledged
$163,000 toward these projects, and
both were successfully completed.

We have contributed $78,538 so far
toward fulfilling our pledges. Thank you
for your continuing and faithful sup-
port. St. Paul gives us these encourag-
ing words: “Each of you must give as you
have made up your mind, not reluctantly
or under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver. And God is able to provide
you with every blessing in abundance, so
that by always having enough of every-
thing, you may share abundantly in every
good work.” 2 Corinthians 9:7-8
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St. John’s Lutheran Church

Church Office................ 612-827-4406

Church Office Fax ........ 612-827-0574 H

Child Care Center ....... 612-827-1237 4842 Nicollet Avenue
Chi Rho Camp .............. 320-274-8307 MinneapO“S MN 55419
Website ............ www.stjiohnsmpls.org !

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America (ELCA). We believe in the Triune God—Father, Son, and

Mark Hallonquist o . ’ 3 .
Holy Spirit. We believe in Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, and the Gospel

Meta Carlson as the power of God for salvation for all that believe. We believe that the
Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are the written Word of God, in-
Tina Shear spired by God'’s Spirit speaking through their authors, recording and announc-
ing God’s revelation centering in Jesus Christ. We believe the Church to be a
Torey Johnson people created by God in Christ and sustained by the Holy Spirit.

Joyce Larson

Joseph Sahai

Andy Dosdall Sunday Worship Service at 10:00 a.m.
Nursery care is provided.
Nancy Adams Traditional worship that is joyful and welcoming to all.

Ron Conrad

Jim Gambucci

Mark Gebhardt, Treasurer
Bea Hasselmann

Mary Ites

Merwyn Larson, President
Laura Melcher

Bob Slifer, Vice President
Andy Tellijohn, Secretary

1, St. John’s Lutheran Church (USPS 592-240) is published monthly
by St. John’s Lutheran Church, 4842 Nicollet Avenue, Minneapolis, MN 55419-
2590. Periodicals postage will be paid at Minneapolis, Minnesota. Postmaster:
Send address changes to The Messenger, St. John’s Lutheran Church, 4842
David Helm Nicollet Avenue, Minneapolis, MN 55419-2590.




